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T.OOM-Y:: -- 
Dearly Beloved. 


HEARERS 
( Whoſe hearts: the Lord 


hath drawn out fo attend 
my Miniſtry) in, and a- 
bout Wapping. 


My dearly Beloved in the Lord, 


0 CH as God. hath deeply ſenſed 


with the worth of Souls, and the great 
cncernments beyond the Grave, 
how active and diligent will they be 
to. obtajn a well-grounded ſecurity , that 
aa they come to, launch into the veſt Oce- 
ternity,they miſcarry not! Andtru- 


| 5: ty is the aim and deſign of this Treatiſe 


; rap into your hands. "hen Teonſider the 
great hu 


f the Ws of. R econciliati- 


075, 
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0, tommitted tothe Lords Servants, who 
labour in the Hord and Doftrine : Oh hon 
doth it quicken, excite and ſpur me up toliy 
forth my Talent, my ftrength, my ſelf, m 
All for your ſakes ! O that Studying, Pray. 
ing, Preaching, Mourning, Printing, al 
theſe, nay any of theſe, might but prove « 
bleſſing to you, to pird up the loyns of your 


1 "—_ mind, to run ſo as you may obtain at lif, 
Gal. 2. 4, that 7 may not run in vain, that you may 


not run in'vain; that my prayers and tr4- 
vail may not be loſt , and your ſouls after al 
notb: loſt; that you may give an account 
with joy of all your hearing , and 7 give an 


He. 13.17 gpconnt with joy of all my Preaching : this, 


this indeedin general, is at preſent th: «- 
caſion of my appearing once more in Print 
for your ſakes. 

I have only a few things to acquaint you 
with, and a few requeſts to you,with a few 
arguments to back theſe requeſts, and ſo! 
ſhall commit this ſmall Treatiſ* and you to 
the Lord, for a bleſſing upon both. 


1. An eminent Providence of God fi 
caſt my lot among you : God ( [can trub) 
ſay) choſe for me, ana when I an by 
a great ſuſpence with my ſelf, ana in 4 
ftrait, God ſhewed me ohete he would have 
fit down in his work. T waited on God to 


\fee his gracions and holy ends, in tranſplan- 
| ting 


” - 
» 4. I © 
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ting ſuch a Shrub in the Miniſtry (us 7 
muſt needs confeſs 1 am) from North to 
South --- therefore 1 cannot but ſay, you 
wuſt be dear to me, becauſe Gods Provi- 
dence brought me from fay to you. 

2. The ſame Providence that broupht 
me anongf you, through grace, hath bleſ- 
ſed my Miniſtry to you ;, and hath in ſome 
meaſure given 400m and acceprance in your 
bearts, which 7 muſt ever own 45 a very 
encouraging mercy, and a token = good (7 
hope) to you as well as to me : this you have 
evidenced in your daily and conſtant, and ſc- 
riow attendance upon the Miniſtry of the 
Word, in the expreſſions of your end-ared 
love and affettions to me, in your laying 
out your ſelves for the relief of many of the 
Saints of Chriſt under wants aud neceſſities, 
whenever in this long and dark day you 
have been called upon to ſuch an honourable 
ſervice and work ; and therefore you muit 
#pon this account be always dear to me. 

3. The ſame eminent and ſpecial hand 
of Providence hath kept me amongſt you. 
yea (1 may truly ſay) « ſtrong hand under 
many difficulties, under ſome intricacys ; 
Thave lain bid among#t you, when ſought 
for by men z Thave not lived amongſt you 
ſo long, but have felt ſome thorns in my 
ides om grieving Bryars will grow up eve- 
ry wheres yet the Lord kept me and my 
3 work 


' Preface. 
work together, in the. midft of you ; ani 
therefore you muſt be dear to me. 

4. Many of. yow (1 hope) are dear ti 
God ; O that all of. you were ſo! Thaw 
had pood experience of ſom? of. you ; knoy- 
ing how the Lore hath both called you, and 
comforted you by his word, and given you 
a room in his | Anco .and 4 room in his 
Houſe, to grow up b:fore him in further 
degrees of grace and knowledge in our Lord 
Feſus Chriſt, and muft not they be dear to 
Miniſters who are dear 'to Feſus Chriſt? 
and therefore you muſt be dear to me. 

' 5, Many of you ruw through many dan- 
gers and arein deaths often, viz. 1 mean 
you, who by Calling uſe the Sea, you'and 
your Relations are often abſent from each 
other ; you are often unaer fears and ha- 
zardas at home and abroad : O how often as 
Jou part and pever meet more ! how often 
ſmile when you do returg from Sea! God 
hath ſnatched away by 4Mth your Hives, or 
your Children, and they that ſtay by the ſtuff 
at home ; how often have they bitter expe- 
tence of your aeaths abroad }. © andif Goa 
ſpare your lives, how often do they ſet in 
fears of your Slavery by the Turk ; which 
4. next to death alive, nay a kind of death, 
or if Irael were ſaid to be in their graves, 
while in Babylon ;" may avt you be ſaid to 
be in pour greves in Argier, Sally, 0 
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4 Preface, 
ſent up to Fez? and truly the ſenſe of ſuch 


circumſtances in this kind many of you are 
under, hath drawn forth my Bowels, com- 
paſſions and. affeitions the more to you, [0 
that 7 think no pains too much, no travel 
too great for the eternal good of your preci- 
ow{ouls, G ee Ye 4 


Now [ have a few requeſts to you that 
ſhall read over this ſmall piece. 
" Is That. thou wouldſt read it 45 0ne con- -' 
cerned init, Alas! how many read Books 
from love and ſordid principles ! fee for 
the Author's ſake, and not for their ſouls 


| ſake, nor. for truths ſake z whereas you 


ſhould {ay when you read Books, (the Ait- 
thirs of which you love and ejteem) as he 
did, Socrates is my friend, and Plato is 
my friend; but Truth is my greater 
friend.. 'O find your ſouls concerned with 
the matter : have 7 opened my heart to 
Chriſt or no? . have I heard his voice or no? 
i Chriſt gotten any farther typ the door ? 
an { got above 4 Iuke-warys Laodicean or 
no? have I ever ſaid to Chriſt, Come 1# 
thou bleſſed of the Lord ; why [tandeſt thou 
without ? if thou thinkeſt thou art not con- 
cerned now, I muſs tell thee &re long thots 
wilt be convinced, that thou wilt be concer- 
ned when death and eternity ſhall look thee 
in the face ; when thy wlaff us running its 


laſt 


Preface; 
laſt ſand, when thou groaneſt upon the ſide 
Fs Pit ; when thou bk '# 4 ras 
farewet to all the pleaſures an bewitthing pro- 
fits of this preſent life : O ther if Conſcience 
be not ſeared with an hot Iron, O then thou 
wilt be converned ! I have ſbut Chriſt out 
of my heart, and 7 am afraid he will ſhut I tho! 
| ne, out of his Heaven; O how wilt thy RW jew 
then ſay as one conterned, O that Thad o. my 
pened unto Chriſt, . when, | and while he Ml feci 
knocked ! O that T. had opened into 'him tt 
immediately ! O that Thad opened untohim, RO i 
and. hearkentd unto him in the. day 7 one | tlic 
enjoyed, but wo is 'me now theſe things are | 

hid- from thy. tjes I O the poor ſouls be 
conterned before it be too late: O that you I jou 
would know in this Jour day, the things that Þ ile: 
contern the peact of yohr immortal fouls! I fta 


" 2, Believe as well as read: what is all I ing 
youy hearing, all ' your reading, all your | 
praying, all your Profeſſing, all Your TUNRIRY, this 
without your belizving ? you ſhould minole NO, 
faith with Jour hearing, or elſe it will not uþc 
Profit you ; you mut mingle faith with your IN 
prajing, and ſo ask in faith, or elſe it will le 
not avail you z, . ſo you muſt mingle faith Vi) 
with your x. ading, of etſe it will but prove bli 
loft labour. Ak thine own heart (Reader) | ve 
as thou goeſt along, O my Soul believeſt thou 

what thou ow ? doſt thou believe that 


Feſus 


| 
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feſu Chrif ands at the door and knocks ? 
ft rhow believe that Feſus Chrift would 
heve entrance ? doſt thou believe that if 
thou opens unto him he will come in and ſup 
with thee ? doit rhow believe Chriſt calls on 
theeto open #0 him? doft thou believe if 
thou open nor to Chriſt now, he will not 0- 
peu to thee hereafter ? doſt thou believe 01 
my ſoul, it is but 4 little while and thou wilt 
feel what thou now readeſt tobe true, either 
to thy eternal conſolation or condemnation ? 
0 that 7 conld ſay to thee, T know that 
thou believeſt. 


. Let me requeſt you to pray over what 
a read, Gy al oe {el $+ pray- lit- 
tle: ſuch never profit much by what they 
red. To pray over Promiſes and Books, 
# the way to profit by both : to go from read- 

' WW inp to thy knees, is the only way of reading, 

BE Phit a Book in thine hand, and never to 
this day upon thy knees for a bleſſing ? 
O fad! you will beg a bleſſing upon your food, 
»þon your Callings, upon your endeavonrs 

| #4 lawful deſigns : and what not beg 4 

' I Peffing upon what you read, for the con- 

| I vincing, for the quickning, for the hum- 

\ Þ Plingof your poor ſouls! how many have 

bleſſed the Zord for Books they have pray d 

over, as well as read over ! and how few 

hve found a bleſſing in reading without 
prayer ! 4. Ztt. 


AQt.17.11 
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. - 4». Let me requeſt you. to weigh what you 
by, 5: conſeder j well, . put the T; ruths po 
read into the Balance of the Sanitur 
when you read them :. if they be Gold, ſe: 
your Gold be weight: alas many poor ſoul, 
they read, but they weigh not mhat thy 
read; they take not Truths into home conſ+- 
derations, they do not let them lye ner 
their hearts, they do not lay them to their 
hearts. Read as the Bereans heardPaul, 
who ſearched the Scriptures to ſee if things 
were ſo : they would not take Truths upon 
truft, no not upon the Credit of a Paul; 
they were more noble, better deſcended, 
more generoms, ſo the word union. ] 


8. Let me requeſt you to read to pratiiſe, 
al pot to know : eee the city that 
you read, to reduce: all. you hear, all you 
read into pratticein your lives and conver- 
ſations: O then my Beloved, will you be 
the Epiſtle of Chriſt; and O what amer- 
cy! andO what a glory would this be ! thi 
is a Peoples comfort, and this will be a Mi 
__ Crown : then may Miniſters ſay of 
their people as the. Apoſtle doth of the 


2Cor.2.2, Church of Corinth, Ye are our Epiſtle 


written in our hearts known and read 
of all men; foraſmuch as ye are mani- 
feſtly declared to be the Epiſtle of Chriſt 

| : miniltred 


QC 


Preface; 


miniſtred by, 'or written not with Ink; 
but by the Spirit of the Living God : 
not in Tables of Stone, but in the fleſh- 
in | ly Tables of the heart: 4 Peoplesprattice 
F4 and converſations are the beit commen- 
als WW lations of. a Miniſters Sermons ,, and then 
by _— will b: written upog the heads of 
oi («ch 2 People or Congregation, Happ! are 
ur © yeif ye-know and do theſe things. 


ul, That I may have your grant to theſe rea- 
ws il fonable r-queſts 5 let me excite and ir you 
pon i #p by a few Motives, 


'd, I. Tour everlaſting ſat? is concerned in 
theſethinos, O therefons deny me not. If 

| T ſbould tell you ( My Beloved) that your 
iſe, | 7rades were concerned , that your Familys 
ut | were concerned, that your Ships were con- 
you cerned, that your bodys were concerned 
ver-i O how readily would you give me the hear- 
1 be in7 ! O how chearfully would you beſtir your 
ner- ſelves; and every. one lay diligently about 
thi him, turning every Stone to ſecure theſe ! 
Mi-N 4nd alas do not you ſee your preateſt concern- 
y of | ments lye in what I prefi you to? are not 
the the concerns of your ſouls, of eternity, of a 

iſle f#ture eſtate, of Heaven, of Glory to come, 
read YN far more to be prized and preferred than 
any of your external or ſecular concerns ? 
aud will you deny m2? would you deny a Phy- 
: ſician 
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frrian, if he requeſted you ta make uſe of 


fuch and ſuch Remedies, or elſe death would 
ſuddenly and inevitably follow ? would you 
be fo cruel to your ſelves? ſo unkind to 
him ? and muſt poor Miniſters be denyed 
that ſe and beſeech you that you would work 
ont your Salvation with Fear and Trem- 
bling ? that beg of you to be reconciled unto 
God? that calls upon you and entreats you 
to beſtir your ſelves to open to 4 tanding, 
waiting, wooin?, knocking Chriſt 2 will nit 
your denial be interpreted one day a denial 
to Chriit himſelf? can you deny Miniiters 
that entreat you in Chriits name, but you de- 
ny Chriſt ? they that deſpiſe them, do they 
not deſpiſe Chriſt ? and they that deny them, 
do they not deny Chriſt ? O my Beloved, if 
you love Chriſt, if you love your own ſouls, 
if you lower Cope of Chriſt, if you love 
me 4 poor unworthy ſervant of Chriſt, O 
ao not deny me ? 


2. XKnowthis, you wuſt be accomptable to 
God for the Miniſtry you have fet under ; 
do you think that poor Miniiters muit beac- 
comptable to God, and you eſcape? do you 
think that God doth not record all the Ser- 
mons that you hear ? it may be you forget 
them as fait as you hear them, and we preach 
them; but God doth not ſo, he that hath 


bid you take heed what you hear, and - 
| ee 


[ 
{ 
4 
| 
) 
, 
[ 
1; 
/ 
0 


Preface. 
heed how you hear, doth not he expect an 


account from you of all you heax ? did you 
come to hear with this frame of heart ? Lord 


I muſt give an account 7 this Sermon, of 


this ſeaſon of grace, of this opportunity z 
yea I muſt ere long give an account of it x 
now 4 price is put into my hand, and 7muſt 
ſbortly be demanded how Timprovedit : O 
would not this make you come before the 
Lord with more ſeriouſneſs thaw moſt 
of you do. It « ſaid of Mr. Shepherd, 
that he uſed to go up into the Pulpit to 
preach as if he was to be called to an ac- 
count when he came down, and that he uſed 
to ſteep his Sermons before they were preach- 
ed to others, in his own Tears: O that 
hearers dia ſo, go to hear as if they might 
be called to an account after Sermons, and 
did ſteep the Preachers Sermons in their 
tears ofeer they were preached. 


3. 1f you deny me, youwill repent it to 
all eternity: mill it not repent you that 
you ſhould ſhut Chriſt out of your hearts? 
willit not repent you that you were deaf to 
his calls and knocks ? did it not repent 
thoſe of whom it is ſaid, when once the 
Mafter of the houſe us riſen up and have 


Jhut too the door, and you begin to ſtand 


Luke 12. 


without, aud to knock at the ATE 24,2526» 
Lord, Lord,open unto us; 4nd he 


an- 
anſwer 
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fwer and ſay unto you, T know not whence: 
you are, &c. O ſhut aor Out My requeſts 
to you! O let Chriſt into your hearts, li 
you be ſhut out of the Kingdom of Hea- 
ven for ever ! O how many ſouls in Hl! 
are ſaying, O that they had hearkned to th: 
woice of Chriſt by his poor Miniſters in 
in their day of grace to have let the King 
of glory in! 


4+ O deny me not theſe requeſts : alittle 
while, and 7 ſhall requeit ſuch things at 
your hands no more : ſhortly T ſhall put 
off this Tabernacle, and you will hear my 
praying, my wooing, my preaching voice u0 
more. I know not but theſe may be ſome of 
my laſt requeſts to you: Tam loath to be a:- 
nied ; will you d:ny me, and it may be 1 1:- 
ver ask you more ? never b:ſeech you more? 
poor Miniſters you ſee die faſt, Embaſſadors 
called home apaces, the breaches you aaily ſee 
made in Conpregations, by taking away 
their dear Paſtors, ſhould be a loud and li- 
Ving Sermon to you: O therefore while 1 
live amongſt you, let me ſee the Lord an- 
Jwering my hopes, my deſires, my pains, 
my prayers, my tears; in that you keep out 
Chriſt no longer ;. but that you may by 0- 
pening to him, and hearing of him, have 
him come into you, and ſup with you, aud 
fo ſhall you ſup with him here and here- 


after 


f 


wh! 
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fer, and fo will you be my comfort 


: Where, and my Crown and Foy hereafter ; 
b which is the prayers of 


it 

- | 

ll Your Servant in the Lord 
h: for his ſake and yours, 


F. K 
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Behold, T ſtand at the door and knock : if 
any man hear my voice, and open the door, 
I will come into him, and will ſup with hims 
and he with me, 


His Text is part of the Epiſtle written 
to the Church of Laedicea; who 
was now at this time in a very ſad 
Eſtate and Condition, lulPd aſlcep in 
the Cradle of Self-Confidence and Conceitedneſs; 
1n which Epiſtle we have theſe Parts: 
1. The Inſcription, ſhewing from whom, and 
© towhom it was written, to Laodicea z with a De- 
Wicription of him that ſent it, v. 14. | 
© 2. Wehavealſo the Body of the Epiſtle. In 
the Body of the Epiſtle we have theſe Parts. 
1. We have a Diſcafe diſcovered; 
2. A Remedy preſcribed. | 
Firſt, The Dileaſe diſcovered, ( viz. ) the 
luke-warmneſs and ſelf-conceitednefs of Laodi- 
cea, (v. 16. Ja ſad diſeaſe, which occaſioned ſe- 
vere Threatningsz I will ſpue thee out of my 
mouth: an Allufion to warm Water, which pro- 
vokes to vormit ; ſo, this Diſtemper of theirs 
was a Provocation to the Lord to vomit them up * 
fa52 man thathath taken ſomething, that loadens 
ſkis ſtomach, is ſick, until he vomit ; ſo, the Lord 
Inas fick of this Church, they loaden'd his ſto- 
Smach ! Oſad Profefſors and Sinners, that were 
Kither hot nor cold ! God in time grows _ | 
B 
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[ 2.) 
ofſuch, and will ſpue them out ofhis mouth, as 
matter of offence to him. O Sinner, Profeſſor, 
what will become of thee, if God once grow ſick 
of thee? _/ 

Secondly;' We have a Remedy preſcribed, 
(v. 18). 

1. Counſel in General : (v. 18.) 

2. In particular : ( v. 20. ) which is in the 
Text. 

The Text is a piece of Chrifts preſcribed Re- 
medy, wherein his readineſs is diſcovered to raiſe 
up a poor decayed anddecrepit Church,that now 
lay, and I may ſay, Bed-rid of that {ad ſpiritual 
diſeaſe of Soul ſecurity ,- and carnal Preſumpti- 
on: and as it is Counſel in particular to Lacd; 
cea, ſoit is to every poor Sinner that is ſleeping, 
and loving to ſleepin a whole skin ; that lies un- I "1 
der miſtakes of their eternal States and Conditi- Wl 8 
ons, as this poor people did : O how many Souls I * 
think, nay fay, they are Rich ( viz ) Rich in a *t 
ſtock of Grace, Rich in Experiences, in their i 
Confidence, Rich in an Intereſt in Chriſt, never 8! 
queſtioning their Conditions ! O, but what is the I ® 
Judgement of Chrift concerning them ? can we 
paſs for current with Chriſt-in our own Judge- thi 
ments ? And may poor Sinners ſay one thing, iſ tc 
and Chriſt ſay another, asto their Eſtates ? nay, ®! 
did not theſe Profeſſors do fo? then well may 
poor Sinners do ſo, if Church-members do fo, 
as in that Caſe ofthe Controverſie of Juſtificati 
on: butwhatſays the Scripture? ſo-ſays a poor 
Soul, O but what ſays the Lord Jeſus? what 2 
confounding thing willthis be, if thou ſay one 
thing of thy State, and Chriſt ſay another ? if 
Chriſt ſay thou art poor, a poor miſtaken delv- 

ded Soul, ſelf:decerved Soul, thou art wretched, 
0 


C33: 
in 4 yretched condition to all eternity, if int%:is 
cale thou live and die, Thou mayft call thy 
fick MY felf a Blefſed bappy Soul, and Chrift may call 

thee a wretched, miſerable, blind Soul : Thou 
bed, MY mayft fay thou ſeeſt as the Phariſees did;Becauſe 
you ſay you ſee ( ſays Chriſt): O but fays 
Chriſt, thou art blind : thou truly ſzeſt no excel- 
the I leacy in Chriſt; noneceſſity of Chriſt: thou mayft 
ſay thou art cloathed with the Righteouſneſs of 
Re- Ml Chriſt, and think thou haſt put on Chriſt: O 
raiſe MW but what if Chriſt ſhould fay thou art naked ! 0 
now Ml what a ſad condition is this, now that Chriſt 
itual MW paſſes a Judgement upon them ſo contrary to 
npti- I their own / If one was naked in a ſtorm , he 
adi might make haſte to get out of it; but to be 
ping, blind too, fure ſuch Souls muſt inevitably pe- 
- un- MY fiſh. If thou Sinner, or thou Profeffor, ſhouldſt 
\diti- Ml £0 0n in a way of confidence thus ſmoothly, as La- 
zouls MI #2:cea did, and at the laft the Lord diſcover thy 
in 2 I State to be thus faulty, thus naughty, as theirs 
their MW was ; O- how dreadfull will this be! Oit is a 
xever il great mercy for God to diſcover a poor Sinners 
« the W State to him betimes ! 
n we Butwas there no help for this diſeaſed Church, 
1dge- If thele poor Souls ? was the Caſe incurable? ls 
hing,  fiere no Balm in Gilead ? is there no Phyſici- 
nay, anthere ? 

Yea, He makes up a Compoſition himſelf ſor 
theſepoor diſeaſed Souls; he draws up the dire- 
| tiots, and$points out the Remedy with his own 
hand--- 7 counſel thee to buy of me gold : Come 
unto me and thou ſhalt have the true riches, the 
true rayment, the true eye-lalve. 

then he ſeems to hint another intended 

means of their Recovery out of this dangerous 
condition { ver, 19, ) viz. his CorreRions : P 
B 2 0 
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do not think becauſe I rebuke you , 1 do not loye 
you : my rebuking is the way to your recover: 
ing: The rod is neceſſary to your recovery ; as 
a 2erſon ina Eethargy, which we call the ſleepy 
diſeaſe, muſt be cut tor it, ſo muſt fome Sinners: 
many Profeſſors are like Tops. they go no !onser 
than theyare whipt. Obſerve, That decays in 
Religion ahd Profeſſion, are often attended with 
afflitions/: ſo it was with this Church, &c. The 
rod is very neceſſary to recover Souls out of the 
ſleepy, diſeaſe - Gods affliting is often our a- 
wakening. How many Souls have been brought 
to Chriſt by the Rod, as well as by the Word? 
Cannone of your Souls ſay this, your firſt feel 
ins acquaintance with Chriſt was under the rod? 
O, but here he prevents an objettion; they might 
now ſay, God will altogether un-Church us, waſte 
us: O no, you are Children, though under the 
rod : I love you, though Ilaſh vou; O donot 
lie under my hand queſtioning my heart, but be 
zcalous and repent : be zealous in your Reform 
ing w' atis amiſs in you, and among you; and re- 
pent of your luke-warm Neutraliry in Religion 
( viz. ) of your Confidence, Conceirednels, Pre- 
ſumption, and Security, which were the great fins 
ofthis Church of Lacdicea: and thus comes in 
. the Text: 

Whichis a part of the Counſel and Remedy 
preſcribed by our Lord Jeſus Chriſtto poor le 
cure Sinners and Profeſſors 5 Behold I ſtard « 

| the door, &c. Firſt, in it we have anote of AtY- 
tention, Behold; it is uſed ſometimes as a note 
of Attention, and ſometimes as a note of Ac 
miration, ſometimes as both, and ſo it ſcemst! 
be uſed here; Jeſus Chriſt the Amer of Go 
and his faithful witneſs, had ſome great matte 
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to impart to them, and therefore quickens them 
up by a Behold. Secondly, A note of Admirati- 
on, to draw forth their Aﬀections as well as 
Attentions .4t is called by the Fathers, Notans 


ſteliferam , the ſtarry note, alluding to the Sar fierjsk of 


that ſtood over where Chriſt lay. Where-ever a 
Behold is fixed, there look for ſomething more 
than ordinary. 


2. Here is Chriſts Acclamation : Behold I ne. 


ſtand at the door, Qc. 

1. In the Acclamation we have, 

Furſt, The perſon, [ftard, &c, I, the Lord. Te- 
ſus ! I the Amer! the faithful witneſs of God ! 1 
the beginning of the creation of God! well may 
this Acclamation have a note of Admiration fix- 
ed upon the head of it : isnot this a wonder , 
that Chriſt ſhould come to” poor, miſerable, 
wretched, blind, naked Souls? J flard 2t the 
door and kyock.! That the King of Glory ſhceuld 
ſtand at fuch Doors! That the King ſhould 
ſtand at the Noor like a Beggar ! 

"pans Here is the poſture; that is thfee- 
old ; 
1. Standing, 1 ſtand. 

2, Knocking, and knock.- 

3. Calling, if any man hear my voice, 

1. Standing is a poſture of patience; it is the 
poſture of > *eb that wait, which ſpeaks pati- 
ence : O Chriſt waits for poor Sinners opening to 
him : had it not been a wonder if he had gone by, 


and called as he paſſed by ſuch wretches as we 


are ! butto take up a ſtand at our Doors, this 
ſpeaks his great patience! well may it have a note 
of Admiration upon it: why doth not: the Lord 
write, and fix a God have mercy, or a Lord have 
wercy, upon the Door, as they do upon houſes 

B ; where 


- 


of 
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Where tHe plague is? is not the plague in that 
Sinners heart that will not open to Chriſt when 
 heknocks and calls ? why is he not ſhut up for 
the plague of an hard heart? O! the Lord will 
have alittle more patience!heloves to begracious, 
2. Statiding is a poſture of readineſs to enter 
in, Come in thou bleſſed of the Lord, why ſtandeſt 
Hab. 2, 1, thou without ? O poor Sinners, the Lord Jeſus 
ſtands in a ready poſture to come in, and ditpol- 
ſeſs the ſtrong manarmed, and ſpoil his goods, 
and take poſſeſſion of you for his own 3 he ſtands 
o the Door : no ſooner do you open, but he will 
ein, | | 

3. Standing is a poſture of Obſervation : he 
ſtands to make Obſervations of the openings of 
Ifa.20. $. poor Souls : it was the poſture of Watchmen, / 
will ſtand upon my watch-tower, The Lord 
ſtands to obſerve how Souls open unto him: 
Souls open to Chriſt many times gradually, now 
a little, and then a little. z and rhe leaſt opening 
ofthe heart, falls under the eye of Chriſt ; the 
Door opens by degrees, not all at once; ſtands 
not wide open all at a time, but Chriſt makes 
a little opening by one Ordinance or ano 
ther, or one Providence after another ; 
ſo he ſtands obſerving the Souls working 
and opening toward himtelf : -This is his delight, 
to make Obſervations upon the workings of Sin- 

ners hearts after himſelf. 
| Am, 5, 1.” 4: Standing is a poſture that ſpeaks loathnels 
*  todepart; when perſons ſtand as our Beggars; 
that have no mind to go away : I ſew the Lord 
ſtanding upon the altar, which was to ſignific hi 
loathneſs to depart ſrom 7ſrael : he was now in 
a removing poſture : ſo the Lord Jeſus ſtands 


at the door , arguing his gladneſs' to be in, _ 
i 
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his loathneſs to go away; if you had but your 
eyes opened, you might ſee him about your 
; Doors this day : O Sinner, or ſecure Profeſſor! 
- _ Chriſt is loath to go away, until you let 
himin. The King of Glory would enter in 
V5. this day. O never letit be ſaid you ſhut out the 


kf King of Glory ! 

e 5. Standing is a poſture of one deliring ſome- 

c1US thing: we ftand up when we deſire any thing: © 

50l- ; 1 th 

ds how deſirous is Chriſt to get into the Souls gf 
» 


poor Sinners ? he deſires them to open, Oper in. Py 
i 79999 Siſter ,ny Spouſe,&c. O who T ch * a 
" I} would think that Chriſt ſhould de- ding oſt - Sup Pt 
h fire to be in ſuch Souls! This zs my City, and knocked at your 
ry reſt, for T have deſired it. He would Doors, andbad ſaid, bear:- 
lay thus of Sinners hearts, if they © —_ or you ar: al 
4 did but let him in; he would take "7": Rata {ec ma 
ord I. phi reſt there: and ſhall Chriſt kpol 4b, to! nl 
im: knock-day by day, and year 
delire at our hands that, we ſhall by year, with the inlarged 
"OY notgrant him ?.O that ever Chriſt h4ndof love. 0b unſpeatz- 
8 Wl ſhould have a deſire to ſuch Souls ! ** P=tience! Jay524.Bridge 
bon Well may this have a note of Admiration upan 
%4 the head of it. 
2, Poſture of Chriſt is knocking : I fard at the 
"0 BY door and knock; This is alſo an admirable po- 
2 ſture; he might have ſtood, and not have knockt;z 
hol knockt, and not have ſtood ; given a curſory 
> ' knock as he paſſed by ; but O wonderful to ſtand 
and knock / they might not onely have ſeen him 
ne; ff Fand; but thatthey were blind; but heard him 
y_ knock, but that they were deaf / blind Souls and 
= | deaf Souls! O how 1ad is this/ and yet Chriſt is at 
- his .the door offuch Souls. 
in 3 Poſture is Calling: If any man hear my yoice: 
wr leems he calls, ſtill more admirable !. he ſtands 
and knocks, and calls at the door; if they know ' 
| B4 not 


not my knock ( fays he) it may be they will know 
my voice ; 'we may know a Friend by his voice, 
when we have almoſt forgotten his face. O Sin- 
ners, admire Chriſt ſhould ſtill call with mercieg 
voice, that the ſtil] ſmall voice ſhould be heard ' 
by you!his voice might haxe been a voice of Jude: 
ment; the voice of Wrath, the voice of Thunders, 
the voice of the Lord, that might terribly ſhaken 
thy heart ( The woice of the Lord ts full of Maje- 
P#,2944-5 fy)and not of mercy! O but what voice was it? if 
any man will open unto me, &c. This is his voice, 
O that you would bearken Sinners to his I} *? 
voice, yyhile it is to day, and harden not your {dif 
hearts. ; his 
Nothing is 3, We have not onely inthe Text, The Perſon, MWHe 
fon: by#s, the Poſture ; 'But the Place, at thedoor ; I ftand Wor 
g the wit at the deor ; not under the window, but at the W mo 
affo door: which place notes, not onely his deſire of rat 
Chriſ!,rbe entrance, but alfo his readineſs : The entring of WW hac 
conditions Chriſt upon the Soul of a poor Sinner is very re- Wthe 
m3" gular ;, do not think he will come in at the win- © mu 
the il ,. dow, there may be a window in the head fer open FW of 
pento les by light and knowledge, and yet not a door fet Wthe 
in Chriſt, open in the heart: the will is the door, the un- WW cou 
F on ay derftanding is the window: The dooris the ach 
"#- , ralled everlaſting doors: the everlaſting 
Mar2-32. doprs,that the K To of lia (hn #n.He ſtands 
at the Door, he would gladly engage the Will, as © 
well as the Underſtanding. | feſſ 
4- Hereare the Perſons whoſe doors he ſtood I Gre. 
at: what door was it ?. was it ſome Saints door? I 7 
O no, at the door of the miſerable, wretched, I Sou 
blind, naked - ive read of perſons ſtanding, and I to 
' thronging about the door, where Chriſt was, ſ '3 
-y-ith their diſeaſes; this was not ſtrange, one 
might eaſily have thought they were his _—_— 
- - hs but 
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but for the Phyſician to come and ſtand at the 
Patients door, this may well have a Behold upon 
it! who were they that were within? O ſad crea- 
tyres! yet he comes to their doors, and ftands, 


'M and knocks at their doors. 


Laſtly, In the Text, we have a Promiſe made 
by Chriſt, upon the hearing his voice - 

i. Itis of entrance, I will come in to him, 

2, Of entertainment, and ſup with him, 

1. Union, / wif come into him. 
2. Communion, and ſup with him. 

#1. He-comes in to dwell, before he comes in to 
diſcover his love to the Soul : Firſt, he takes up 
his dwelling in the Heart, and then makes the 
Heart a comfortable dwelling, and ſups with it, 
communicates his love to it : they uſed Suppers 
moſt at that time,as we may obſerve by the Pa- 
nble of the Marriage-Supper , where Friends 
had ſweet Communion together, as the Mafter of 
the Feaſt and the invited Gueſts,have ſiveet Com- 
munion together ? O the ſweet Table-conference 
of Chriſt and his Gueſts ! O how doth he make 
their hearts burn within them, by his love-dif- 
courſes and diſcoveries. 


Obſervations are Theſe. 


1. Chriſt is but at the Door of many a Pro- 
_ and Sinners heart, / ſtand at the door, 

c, 

2. Chriſt ſtands at the Door of many a poor 
Soul, willing and ready to comein upon opening 
to him, / fand at the avor, &c. 

3- Chriſt doth not onely ſtand at the Door of 
«aq: T1oary heart, but he knocks, / ſtaxd as the 
oor and knock., &c. a, 

* 4. Clxiſt 
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4. Chriſt willnot refuſe-to enter the vileſt, and 
moſt unworthyheart that opens to him;/f any man 
hear my woice, and open uuto me, &c. 

5- Poor Sinners mult hear Chriſts voice, before 
they can open unto him, If any man hear my voice, 
ane open unto me, GC. 

6. Some ſouls hear Chriſt, that do not open un- 
to Chriſt : f any man bear my voice, and open un- 
rome, QC. 

7. Chriſt wiil be entring where ſouls are open- 
ing, 1 willcome #n to him, &c, 

8. Chriſt will keep up a{weet communion with 
all the opening-ſouls to him, 7 will ſup with 
him. 
0. Allſoulsthat open unto Chriſt;keep a ſweet 
Communion with him alfa, And he with me, 
Ge. 

Firft, Cbriſt is but at the Door of many a Pro- 
feflor, and many a Sinners heart. 

But however they were Profeſſors, as they 
werea Church; Profefiors of Chriſt, and yet 
not Poſſeflorsof Chriſt ; he was but at the Docr: 
{omaybec,poor Sinner,thou waylt think heis come 
in, when he is but at the door; therefore it con- 
cerns thee to fee where Chriſt is, within or with- 
out. 

We read a ſad complaint of Chriſt of thoſe 
poor Fews: hecame to his own, and they received 
. hiws n19t ; to his own by profeſſion, but they re- 
ceived him not; heſtood without, they opened 
not unto him, to receive him, as a perſon is recci- 
ved-intothe houle, by opening the door, and in- 
viting in ; hath not the Lord many times come 
m_ doors expeRting an invitation from yon, 
-and yet you have let. him come no further than 
the doors? Profeſſors , and not a” - 
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Chriſt , how ſad is this * we read of ſome Profeſ- 


them : We have propheſie 
all the greatfioiſe they made by their great gifts 
and abilities, yethe never knew them, ( v:z. ) 
they never were ſavingly intereſted in him; nor 
never ſavingly opened unto him , they were but 
in the out-Court of formal Profeſſion. O! take 
heed of contenting your ſelves in the outer-Court. 
for that was not to be meaſured b 
but to be g:zven wnto the Gentiles. T that mea- 
ſure as the Angel did intend to build, firſt they 
meaſure, and then build ; but the ontiter-Court 
was not meaſured : which argues, ſuch muſt not 
be built for the 7%, ary Ezekiel Crap. 4”. Sin- 
ners, alſo take you heed of being outer-Court 
comers to Chriſt : it is a dreadful Condition, for 
either Sinner or Profeſſor, to be found in the 
outer-Court, when Chriſt ſhall come. By the 
outer-Court, is meant ſuch as have a form of 
Profeſſion upon them ; an Alluſion to the outer- 
Court of the Temple, where all might come : 
They ſhould tread down ( viz.) Perſecute the 
people of God : We rcad here of the Church of 


Sardis, ſhe had a name to live, but was dead ; Rev.z.1. 


Chriſt was but at the door ; for where he comes, 
he bririgs life with/him, ſhe was gone back, and 
Chriſt-was gotten to the door. | 

1. Many Laodiceans, Profeſſors and Sinners, 
Qriſtdoth but ſtand at their daor, becauſe their 
unbelicf had bolted the door againſt Chriſt : how 
is Chrift ſaid to come into a Soul, or to dwell in a 
Soul * The Apoſtle arifwers the Query, by that 
Prayer for the Epheſians, That Chrift may dwell 


in your hearts by faith. Unbelief leaves no room Fph, 2. 


inthe Soul for Chriſt- O now, mayſt not they 17. 
| c 


fours of a high rank, and # pn - was without to Mat.7.22, 
in thy name; and for 23+ 


y the Angel, Rev.21.2. 


Joh, 3s 
IG, 


* Rom. 11» 
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be a Profeſſor, and an Unbelicver ? © Sinner, 
while thou art in thine unbclieving ſtate , Chriſt 
is but at the door, though thou mayſt think he is 
in the Houſe, andinthe Heart : He gave his oncly 
begotten Son, that whoſoever believes in him ( but 
the Greek reads it ) whoſoever believes into him, 
He gets not into us, nor we into him, but by be- 
lieving ; believing puts Sinners into him : there- 
fore we read of unbelief ſhutting up ſouls ; ſouls 
are ſhut up by it from Chriſt : it is the great Iron 
bolt that keeps out Chriſt ; faith is the opening- 
grace unto him : O ! when the ſoul is under the 
Exerciſes of faith, it ſets all wide open to Chriſt, 
Crying, Come #1 then bleſſed of the Lord, why ſtand- 
eſt thou withont ? 

2. Many poor ſouls, Chriſt is but at their 
doors, they have let in his Train, ſome of his At 
tendants, and they think, becauſe of this, The 
King of Glory is entred in. O how may fouls wo- 
fully miſcarry. upon this Point / Periſh upon the 
miſtake / you have lct in family-duty, Religious 
performances, and truly in that you have done fo, 
you have'well done; O but theſe may belet into 
the houſe, and yet the King kept at the door; cid 
not you ſet upon them- before your cloſure with 
Chriſt ? nay, do not you keep them up, and look 
not at the enjoyment of the preſence of God in 
them? now it is the preſence of the King that 
makes the Court ; didnot the Phariſees do lo, 
and yet ſtrangers to Chriſt , nay encmies to him? 
nay, did not the Fews {do ſo; when their hafids 

were full af blood, Great guilt upon them? 0 
miſtake not your ſouls in theſe, as the Laodiceans 
did; you may account your Family-duties, your 
Riches, and yet be poor, be beggarly Souls , in 
point of faigh. The Retinue ſhould low the 

Ting, 
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King, rather than go before him : it is great pity 
the King and his Retinue ſhould be parted; ſome 
fay Chriſt is in the houſe, and there are no Ser- 
vants, no Duties to wait upon him; ſome ſay the 
Servants are in the Houſe, andthe King ſtands 
at the door: O let Chriſt and his Train go to- 
ecther. 

;. Chriſt is at the door of many a Profeſſor , 
and Sinner, becauſe they retain ſome ſtrangers, 
ſome enemies to Chriſt : He will not come in 
where he fees ſtrangers ( I mean ſome beloved 
$.n, ſo much made of, and delighted in) : when 
we lee ſtrangers, we have no mind togo into our 
Friends houte,we Yay you have ftrangers: ©, ſo 
lays Chriſt, I ſec, Soul, you have ſtrangers, there 


is no room for me yet ; I cannot come in, till they "4 
go out; it was a fad ſaying of 1/rael, Strangers 4., 


have I loved, and after them will I go ;, Well 
then, Chriſt muſt ſtand without, while they are 
letin? O how can Chriſt bear it, or brook it, 
think you ? will he not ſay as Saul to Michal ? 
Why haſt thou ſaved the life of mine enemy ? Pro- 
(furs, look you haveno Enemies of Chriſt hid- 
den in your Houles. Sinners, if you will retain a 
beloved Luft, you cannot receive a beloved Lord; 
what, can you fin4 in your hearts , your baſe 
luſts ſhould be preferred before your bleſſed 
Lord ? will you thus requite the Lord ? O foolifb 
people and unwiſe ! 

4, Chriſt is at the door of many a Profeſſour 
and Sinner, becauſe they have nos been humbled 
under the ſenſe of Sin: Goſpel-humiliation lets 
in Chriſt ( as I may ſay ) or moves Chriſt to turn 
in; Chriſt hath no words in an unhumbled Soul, 
he hath nothing to do there, but with him, ſays 


God, wil I dwell, that is of an humble and contrite a. 57+ 
heart, *** 


Exod. 12. 


Iſa.26.19, 
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heart, to revive it: he takes not up a ſtand at the 


door, but takes his dwelling in the Houſe of fuch 
a Soul : God hath two Houſes to dwell in, his 
upper, and his lower Houſe; now the humble 
heart, is Gods lower Houle ; what will he ds 
where he dwells? The Texttells us, He will re. 
vive them. O now, many a Profeſſor was ncver 
under this Humiliation : this was pointed at in 
Iſrael : All 1/rael were not ſtung ; one may be at 
Iſralite by Proſeſſon , and yet not ſtung by Go- 

pel-humiliation : now the brazen Serpent was on- 
ly for the ſtung 1ſraelite;, O poor Sinner, wonder 
not if Chriſt be at the door, when thou never ſaw 
thy need of him, to give him an invitati- 
on 1n. 

5- Chriſt is only at the door of ſome Profel: 
ſors, and Sinners, becauſe their door-Poſts have 
not the ſpriklings of the Paſchal Lamb upon them, 
now he comes not into the Soul, but he {prinkles 
his Blood upon it firſt, and then the Deſtroyer 
was topalſsover,and he takes poſſeſſion by {prink- 
ling his Blood upon the Soul; O this Soul is mine, 
[ have died forit : ſhut your doors, hide your 
ſelves, is an Alluſion to the Blood of the Paſchal 
Lamb. ©, nowif thou haſt not felt in ſome mea- 
ſure this blood, he is but (I doubt) at the door: 
O how ſweetly doth the ſoul opento Chriſt,when 
the blaod of Chriſt cleanfes the heart: dirt, you 
know, in the crevice may hinder the door from 
opening;but now the blood of Chriſt cleanſes from 
all filthineſs. O Sinners and Profeſſors, get this 
blood upon your door-Poſts. 


E 15 ] 
Application. 


Is it fo, That Chriſt ftands at many Profeſſors 
doors, and many Sinners doors? 1. It is of Infor- 
mation to Profeſſors, Laodeceans, 2, To prophane 


rs. 

1, To formal profeſſing Laodiceans;it ſhews the 
fd condition of fuch poor Souls,who think Chriſt 
is houſed in their hearts, and he is got no further 
than the door; they think they are ſupping with 
Chrift,*and all this while he and they are meer 
Strangers,no familiar acquaintance betwixt them; 
they let him ſtand without, as one negleRed and 
ſighted, while others are taken in. If you ask, 
wherein doth the miſery 'of a formal Laodicear 
lie, at whoſe doorChriſt tands, and can have no 
entrance ? 

1. Such ſouls profeſs under a Deluſion, which 
5a great piece of miſery : This poor Church was 
under a ſad Deluſion for all their Profeſſions : O 
what ſelf-Aattery was found inthe skirts of Lao- 
dicea ! and is not ſelt-flattery a great piece of 
foul miſery ? Can there be a_ ſadder Judgement 
upon a Perſon, or a Church, or a Family, than to 
degiven to'a deceived heart ? To have a better 
opinion of themſelves, than Chrif hath, as this 
Church ? is it nota piece of wrath from God,to 
be given up to'a Deluſion, nay to a ſtrong Delu- 
fon, to believe a lie ? is not this to be a lyar 
n Gods Diale&t : They ſay they are Apoſtles, but 
are not : but thou haſt found them lyars. For 1ouls 
tolay, they are Believers, Church-members, 
ntereſted ſouls in Chriſt, in whom Chriſt dwells, 
nd tobe found lyars, O how difmal is this: 
what if- thou notonly profeſs and pray, a 

| an 
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& 


Mat.9.12- 


Ezek. 20. 
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and joyn with the people of God, and all this 
under miſtaken Principles , That Chriſt had en. 
tred in upon thy ſoul, and caſt out the $Irong man 
armed ;, and when thou comeſt to dye, thou ſeeft 
it was a miſtake, and cannot mend thy miſtake? 
O what an unmendable, foul- confounding miſtake 
will it be for to drop into Hell, when thou look: 
eft for Heaven ! 

2. Such a; ſoul under a formal profeſſion, is 
harder to convince of his ſad and ſecure con- 
dition, than open prophane Sinners : Therefore 
our Lord did thunder out ſuch dreadffil woes 
againſt the Phariſees, who were like theſe Laodi- 
ceans, full and whole ſouls, and were conceited 
they ſtood inneed of nothing, one would have 
thought a few woes would have been wounding, 
and convincing unto them : O but how hardly are 
ſuch ——_— of their need of Chriſt! there- 
fore he preaches that Dofrine to them ; The 
whole need not the Phyſician, but thoſe that are ſich 
And at another time hetells them, Publicans and 
Harlots ſhallenter into th Kingdom before ſuch; 
nay,to convince ſuch,God is put to his Oath : 4: 
L leve, ſaith the Lord 1 will not be enquired of by you. 
They thought they would _ and fin, pray 
and fin, fin and pray; and then they thought 


' all was well : O, but ſays God, if you will not 


lay your fins aſide, you may as well lay your du- 
ties aſide ; for your enquiries ſhall procure you 
no Anſwers, but ſuch as ſhall be after the Idol 
of your hearts: And is not this gvat miſery, to 
think your ſelves Believers, when you are but 
Pharsſees ;, which may be in a moxe hardened 
condition than prophane Sinners? 

3. Such ſouls under a formal Profeſſion, that 


think Chriſt is in the Houſe, when he Rands but 
a 


[ 17.] 
at the door, ſhall be diſcovered 5 God will dif- 
cover who is within, whether it be Chriſt. or 
Corruption ; he will diſcover who is Houle and 
Heart-keeper. We read of ſome who flattered 
themſelves in their own iniquities, until they be 
found to be hateful: this may be, and is the caſe 
of many a Soul under a Form of Profeſſion: hey 
flatter themſelves tn their owneyes ; it may be the 
Man hath Parts, Aﬀe&ions,& Expreſhons,and his 
corruption lies hid a great while under thelc; un- 
til at laſt, God let him fall into fin, and be ſound 
out by ſome hateſul iniquity, I heard lately of a 
young Gentleman who was weak in Underſtand- 
ing, and his Mother having ſeveral Perſons of 
Qulity at Dinner, charged him to ſpeak little, 
but heſpokenothing : ſo the Gueſts at Dinner 
ſulpeted all, and fell a whiſpering one with an- 
other, and the young Gentlman. heard them; 
then cried out to his Mother, 1 now may ſpeak 
Mother, they have found me out ! O, fo God will 
find us out, what we areas to-State ; fo he found ee. 22, 
out the Manthat had. not on the Wedding Gar- 11. 12, 
ment : O, what work will this make in thy foul ; 


to be diſcovered to be none of the Lords / and ſo 14, 2, 


the fooliſh Virgins were diſcovered at laſt, and 11. 
the ſooliſh Builders, when the floods beat, and 
the rain fell, then the Foundation was diſcovered 


to be upon the Sand. As a thief is aſhamed when Ter, 2.26. 


bets found, when be is diſcovered, fo 1s the houſe of 
Iſrael aſhamed. 
4. Such Children of the Kingdom who have 
made Chrift ftand without their hearts, he will 
make them ſtand without his hearing, Vet every ,q.. 
one that ſays, Lord, Lord,ſhall enter into the King- 92, 23, 
dm of Heaven, O but fee their claim, they talk't 
& a high rate, Q but yethe never knew them j 
C an 
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Met. $12, 


Heb. 12. 
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Mat, 11, 
21, 22s 
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and we read'of children of the Kingdom ſhut out, 
and of the poor fooliſh Virgins, the door was 
ſhut ; Afterwards came alſo the other Virgins 
ſaying, Lord, Lord, open unto 4: now all their 
cries will not prevail, time was they might : but 
now the gate of mercy was ſhut, and the bridge 
of mercy drawn , this was a hopeleſs after- 
wards, like Eſau's afterwards, that ſought repen- 
tance with tears, aud could not find it : O what 
miſery will this be / 

. Such as are under a form of Profeſhon, and 


.. under no real Poſſcſſion of Chriſt, their condem- 


nation will be greater than others , Chorazir's 
Hell is an hotter Hell than S:dor'sz it will be 
more tolerable for prophane Sinners, than ſuch, 
though unexpreſſibly intolerable for both; we 
read of ſome having their Portion with Hypo- 
crites and unbelievers ; Hypocrites, ſays one,are 
the free-holders of Hell, as though their place of 
Torment was diſtin from others. A bag of 
Gold will fink a man, as well as a bag of Lead : a 
man may periſh, nay ſink as deep in eternal mile. 
ry, under a golden Profeſſion, as well as under 
Leaden prophaneneſs : O what apiece of miſery 
is this to periſh under ſo ſmooth a Profeſion. 

The ſecond Branch of the Information, is to 
ſhew us the miſery of Sinners, at whoſe door 
Chriſt ſtands, and cannot get entrance. 

I. Such a Souls miſery will lye in this, its pe- 
riſhing will be wilful and inexcuſable; thou art 
inexcuſable, O man, as the Apoſtle ſaith, T hy de- 
ſtruftion x8 of thy ſelf: O poor Soul, thou haſt de- 
ſtroved thy ſelf,0 1ſrae/;did notChriſt cry tothee, 
Behold 1 ſtand at the door and knock ? Did he 
not cry, why wilt thou dy? Did not hecry, 


If thou wile open wijto me, I will come in and ſup 
n . with 


> —S R a 
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with thee? And, O ſad condition! Chrilt thus call- why doft 
ing, and thy poor ſoul periſhing! O will not thy ;þ0u ell in 
poor foul ſtand trembling before the Lord fpeech- #e1,0 4:- 
tfs in that day of 'thy appearance; when the '#4/oul ? 


Judge will ſay to the poor condemned Pritloner, _ il 


What fayeſt thou for thy lelf, that ſentence of 4-4 
Death, yea of etcrnal D-ath ſhould not be pro- whcn upon 
nounced againſt thee ? O, will not thy lilence give 27th ? 

a doleful conſent to the reading of thy Righteous /"odong , 
{cntence, to be caſt for ever out of bis Pretence ? $agowick 

2, Such fouls that onely have Chriſt ſtand at * 
their doors, their miſery lyes in this, if he come 
not in himſelf, none of his benefits come in: There- 
fore firſt he comes in; and then he ſups with them 7 
ll his benefits are made over to Sinners, by talir z 
his perſon ; if he himſelf be not yours, what 1s 
his will never to be yours: O how many of us 
fove him, rather for what he brings than what he 
s/ it is Portion, and not his Perſon, that many 
fouls are taken with. But ſuch ſouls he comes 
not in unto : I muſt tell you, the Perfon of Chriſt 
5 to be the objec of our Faith and Love, abſtra- 
Red from the benefits; Though ſome of you 
would think this high Divinity, 1am lure it is a 
true and a hard leflon. 

1. There is no room for Adoption, but by 
taking Chriſt, receiving Chriſt, To as many as re- 
cervea him,he gave power to become the ſons of God, 
weare all the Children of God through faith in 
Chrift Jefus. 

2. There's no room for Juſtification, but by 
taking Chriſt : we are Fuſtified by Faith, Rom- 
5 
3- No room for Union, but by taking Chriſt : 

I willcome into him, &c. 
4. No room for Communion, will ſip with him. gpl,z.15, 
C2 5- No 
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Luke 
12. 36s 
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5- No room for Acceptance ; we have acceſs 


' With confidenca through the faith of him. 


O ſad cafe, to be ſtript of all thele at once, by 
Chriſt ſtanding at the door ! 

3. The miſery of a Sinner at whoſe door Chriſt 
ſtands, is, Sucha Soul is a dead Soul ; He that 
hath the Son, hath life. When poor beggars ſtand 
at the door, *tis an Argument ſome dead Corps 
is there, or was lately there ; fo Jeſus Chriſt 
ſtanding at the door, ſpeaks a dead foul in the 
houſe, he is ſtanding, and calling, the ſoul is both 
dead and deaf! O whata pity is this to fee a 
man of Parts, a man of Stature, a man of Proſeſ- 
ſion, a Preacher of Gifts,toſeca man a fine Scho-. 
lar, a ſweet natur'd Man, an excellent Compa- 
nion ( as we ſay ) O but Chriſt is but at his door, 
he is a dead ſoul, his body is but a comly cofhn 
for his ſoul. 

4. A Soul, that Chriſt ſtands but at the door,is 
under the indwelling of Satan, the Dominion an{ 
Rule of Star, as m Perlons poſleſt : O what 
power hath he over them, to ac them at his plca- 
ture! O howdid he ſomtimes caſt them into the 
fire, fometime into the waters where-cver he takes 
them, is not this a great miſery? you would 
think a body poſleſt by Satan, would be a great 
afflition, and is not a ſoul much more ; either 
Satan or Chriſt muſt govern, and Lord it in thy 
Soul; and if Chriſt be but at the door , Satan 
keeps the Palace, his goods are in Peace. 

5+ A Soul that hath Chriſt fanding at the der, 
he will go away, he will not always wait, and 
ſtand ; but in alittle time, will mark the coor 


Fu 
FY} » 


and be gone, if you open n0t ito him immedtiact!y. 
ſtanding is a weariſome Poſture, know Sinner, 
you maz weiry Ged, as well as an, you have nee- 

; red 
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what will become of your foul, it he ſay once to 
you, as he did to them, 7 will return ro my place, 
an alluſion to-a Judge that is going off the Bench : 
Oth:n the Priſoners cry,good my Lord, good my 


| Lord, have mercy : O touls, what ifhe ſhould g0 


off the Mercy ſeat : O cry hard for Mercy, tor 
Pardon before he go. 


Rev. 3. ver. 20. 
Behold I ſtand at the D:or and k;-och, &c. 


Here follows the ſecond Uſe of the firſt Do- 
Qrine; if Chriſt ſtands but at the Door of many 
Profeflors, and Sinners, 

Then it is a word of Exhoftation to all both 
Profeſſors, and Sinners, tolet Chriſt in, to give 
Chriſt, who ſtands at the door, an invitation unto 
the houſe, and heart : O let us give the Lord 
Jeſus houſe-room, and heart-room ; ſhall Chriſt 
come and beg room, and you deny him? We 
would not do thus with a Friend, nay not with a 
ſtranger,let him ſtand at the door,hour after hour, 
and ſhall we deal thus with Chrilt, nay, who hath 


ſtood year after year, as he laid, T hree years have L 
I come ſeeking fruits on this fig-tree, and found none; 7 


lo'may he ſay many years have I ſtood, waited,and 
knock't, and called for entrance, and foundnone, 
none anſwered, none opencd; O how fad is this 
that the Lord Jeſus ſhould be thus dealt withal ? 


Firſt. Mottve. 


Let us open to Chriſt, both Profeſſors,and Sin- 
ners, and let-him in, he hath ſtood long. Stand- 
C3; | 


ng 


ried man, and will you weary Ged alſo? O then If. 741% 


Hoſ.64u17, 


. I:,6 5,2. 


Cant.5.2. 


Thu on: 
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ins is a weariſome Poſture to us, but not ſo it 
{eems toChriſt; we read of the Lord Jeſus, he 
ſtood at the Spoules door, until his locks were 
filld with the Dews of the Night, he did not on- 
ly wait all the day, as he complained in the Pro- 
phet - All the day long have I ſtretched out my 
hards, unto a gain-ſaying People ; but he alſo 
ſtood without, in the night as well as the day, 
O the patience of Chriſt! Dew is uſed ſome- 
times to ſignifie aflitions, as waters are often- 
times, viz. He was afflicted with the Churches 
refuſal, to open unto him, and drops may figniiy 
Reproaches, the enemies begin to reproach 
Chriſt for the Spoule carriage to him: it isa re- 
proach to Chriſt, to be thut out of our hearts as 
ro a child to be ſhut out of Doors, all this was in 
the night of the Ghurches ignorance, and cold- 
nels in Religion ( thus one upon the place) Chriſt 
is bare-head at the door, begging entrance, my 
head i fiſled, &g. is it not a wonder he ſhould not 
be gone from the doors ? Admire the patience 
and long-ſuffering of Chriſt,he might have mark't 
the doors if thou and I had not opened unto him 
immediately, Jc{ps Chriſt hath ſtood many a year 
at thy door, and faid as once to Feruſalem; 0 
Teruſalem, when wilt thou be mage clean? when will 
zt once be ? Opoor ſoul how long wilt thou have 
thy heart ſhut againſt me ? when wilt thou open 
unto me? whenwill it once be? how can you 
think he will ſtand much longer, who hath ſtood 
ſo long already ? May not you weary him, fin- 
ncrs, at laſt? thereforg openunto him. 


Second 


[ 23 ] 
Second Motive, 


To open to him, he will not ſtand long : © how 
ſhould this both awaken drowſie Profefſors, and 
dead Sinners, what if this ſhould be the laſt Or- 
dinance, Chriſt ſhould take up a ſtand at thy 
Door ? If this ſhould be the laſt Call, the laſt 
knock, that ever thou ſhouid have? If Chriſt 
ſhouldſay, this ſhall be the laſt time of asking en- 
trance, the laſt time ofentreatingto be let into 
thy ſoul, if after this Ordinance,the ſeal of a hard 
heart ſhould be clapt uponthee? if thy door af- 
terthis day, be not only ſhut, but ſealed; what a 
{ad condition were then thy poor ſoul in? well 
thou knows not but thy ſpiritual Judgement is 
at the door, my ſpirit ſhall not always ſtrive with 
man, what if Chriſt ſhould ſay now in the cloſe of 
this exerciſe, let them alone? well Sinners, Pro- 
feſſors, that have not opened unto Chriſt, this 
day is faſt approaching upon you when he will ſay 
to you, as to Ferufalem, when he wept over it, and 


groaned out that ſad Complaint , O Feruſalem, x1. ”= 
hadſt thou known in this thy day , &c. You hada 40,41,42. 


day in which Chriſt ſtood at your doors, woocd 
your poor ſouls, to let him in, called to open un- 
to him, nay begg'd it at your hands , but now it 
is hid from your eyes, now I have taken my leave 
on you, and now your day of grace is over, 
which makes me remember t mg counſel the 
Lord gave Feruſalem, Be inſtru 

leaſt my ſoul depart from thee, and I leave thee de- 
ſelate. | will not always wait on thee, I will not 
always woo thee, ſo fouls open leaſt he depart 
from your doors, which if he go away, Wo unto 


Jon if I depart from you, ( (aith the Lord ) if God ye. 1, 
C4 £0» 


a 0 Feruſalem, Ter. 6. 3. 


Amos 9,1, 


Ezek49. 3 - 


Ezek. 11. 
. #30 


Door, 1ſtand at the Door, It is 1, ſays Chrift, 
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go, then the Devils comes, and is let in, and pets 
poſſeſſion of the ſoul: it was an affeRting ſight to 
ice, the Lord ſtanding upon the Altar , in a po- 
ſture of going from the Temple: we read of ſe- 
veral removes the Lord made from the Temple, 
Firſt, Tothe threſhold 'of the Houſe. 'Second, To 
the Cherubims. Third, Then it ſtood upon the 
Mountain, when it went up from the midſt of the 
City, and then came the Captivity: ſo the Lord 
goes away gradually from a ſoul ſometimes, as 
well as from a people, and then comes ſome ſad 
Temporal or Spiritual Judgement. 


Third Motive, 


To open unto Chriſt, he calls to be let in, and 
complains he is ſhut out ? O what ſweet calls 
were they that he gave the Spouſe, when tie cal- 
led tg her to open unto him, O what oyly words 
and language he gave her ! O what Rhetorick did 
he uſe to infinuate himſelf into herheart/ 1. Open 
unto me, unto me thy husband, unto me thy Lord, 
what not open unto me ? 2. My Siſter, vill we 
let relations be ſhut out ? that he might get in, 
hetells her of the relation ſhe ſtood in to him, 
what ſhut out our kindred, O how ſad would 
this be? 3. ( My Love) now he treats her above 
a Siſter, as a Spouſe, the choice and chief objeR 
of his Love. ( .. My Doves ) ſtill more indeared 
ways of affe&tion expreſt. 5; My undefiled one, 
and adds to every one of theſe Epithetes my. 0 
who could ſtand out agaift ſuch a call ! and yet 
all this ended in a Complaint, he would fo gladly 
be im, he calls to you, we ſay who is their ? But 
Chriſt now comes in and tells us, who is at the 


open 


i 
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en unto me, he might have ſtood or not called, 
or called and not ſtood, but juſt as he had gone 
| po» Þ by: may not Tay to you this day,as they did to 
f ſe- Þf that poor blind man, Be of good cheer , he calleth 
iple, | thee ? O poor blind- Laodiceans, be of good cheer, 
, To ||| hecalleth you, and what will not you go at his 
; the I call? what ifit ſhould -prove your laſt call, and 
f the I you refule it. Read over that word, Becauſe 7 
Lord I have called, and you have refuſed, I have ſtretched 
s, as i out my hand, and no man regarded, and fee what 
> {ad  fadwords follow, This is to refuſe the calls of 
Chriſt, Omnia conſulta mea, irrita caſſaque redai- 

diftis ( Others ) made them vain and fruitleſs. 


Fourth Motive, 


calls To open unto Chriſt, Chrift ſtanding at your 
 cal- W Dyor will aggravate your miſery when ſhut out 
yords WF of Glory. It Chriſt had not waited on you 1o 
k did WI long, ſtood fo long, as he faid, If I had not come 
Open Ii to have Foken unto you, you had not had ſin ( viz.) 
,ord, Il your fin had not been fo ſadly circumftantiated: 
ll we © foifChriſt had not ſtood at your Doors, and 
»t in, I knock'd and called, and yet you miſfcarry, who 
him, IN were once fo affeRionately intreated to -open, 
yould I unto him;what,children of the Kingdom ſhut out? 
\bove Il howſad will this be; he once ſtood at the Door 
bjet I of your hearts, and you would not let him in, 
cared I and as the day is coming, you muſt ſtand at his 
' one, (Door, and he will not let you in: and none went 
;y. O NI awith him/to the Marriage, but ſuch as were 


Mat,$.12. 


Mat, 25. 


1 yet I Teady, and'the door was ſhut, and then what a 10,11,12, 


ladly I dilmal cry was there, open, open unto ws. O re- 
But I member that word, the Aggravation lies there, 


ſoo 


Ang youyour ſelves thruſt out,they ſtood as a com- 1Ly,r2.2%, 
pany of Beggars, that could not get in, he had 26,27,28, 
we BEATS F 


[26], 
ſtood as a Beggar at the Doors, and now they 
ſtand 8s miſerable Beggars at his Door , who 
had ſometimes been famous Profeſſors, 


Fifth Motive, 


. To open unto Chriſt, is the Dignity of his Per- 
ſon, I ſtand at the Door and knock, He is the King 
of Glory, and this is made an Argument to open 
unto him, Be you lift up you Everlaſting Gates, and 
the King of Glory ſhall enter in, Te Everlaſting 
M. Ainſyy, Doors ( an Alluſion fays one ) To the Doors of 

' Solomons Temple. To have the Ark perpetually 
to abide therein. Whereas before the Ark was 
removed from place, to place ;, therefore calld 
Doors of Eternity ( in the Hebrew) O Chiiſt 
would diyell in your ſouls to Eternity, or with- 
out removing from you, if you would let in this 
King of Glory; ſhall ſuch worms as we keep 
this glorious King at our Doors? We read : 

Ifa.57-15, glorious deſcription of God, The high and lift 
one, that inhabits Eternity, and ſays a foul, can 
this high and lofty onecondeſcend fo low, as trol 
come into my heart ? O he that inhabits Erernity, 
will he dwell m ſuch a wretched ſoul as mine? 
yea, that he will, alſo with himr, that is of a hun 
ble, and contrite heart, will I dwell, God, this 
glorious God, hath two Houſes, his upper-Houle, 
and his lower-Houſez a humble ſoul is GoG&Yf, 
home ( as I may ſay ) one of his homes : Q but 
will he diſcover himſelfto me? he may be in my 
heart, and not diſcover himſelf: O, yea, he wil 
dwell in that fonl \to revive it ; O now, wht 
would keep out ſuch a Perſon as this ? 


Phil.24-7, 
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Sixth Motive, 


To open unto Chriſt, he hath opened his heart 
unto you, and all thathe might get into yours, 
his heart hath not been ſhut unto you. 1. He 
hath opened his Fathers heartunto you ; He hath 1 Joh. 18. 
declared him, expounded him ( 1o the word is ) 
He hath told us what thoughts of God, and 
thoughts of Peace he hath Fad bubbling up in 
his heart towards us from all Eternity; for the 
Promiſes of God in the Goſpel, are diſcoveries Eph.3.11. 
of his purpoſes, and theſe purpoſes run to ſouls in 
Chriſt: The only way to pet into our friends 
heart is to open our own. 2. He hath opened 
his own heart, who x this that engages his heart 1(1.30-21, 
to draw near unto me, ſaith the Lord? God the Fa- 
ther admires it, that he ſhould open his heart ſo 
wide, onthe behalfof poor Sinners; therefore we 
read of his Promiſe to manifeſt himſelf unto poor 
fouls, / will manifeſt my ſelf unto him. ( Eraſmus Joh. 14. 
reads it ( Tatite & clam indicare) it properly 21, 
ſignifies to ſhew & thing both privately and pub- ' 
lickly;Chriſt will manifeſt, or unboſom himſelf in 
both private and publick to poor ſouls. Another 
reads it, to render a thing as plain as if it were ſet 
before ones eyes, then thus Chriſt ſet forth his 
heart before us; and ſhall we after all theſe plain 
diſcoveries of his heart in the Goſpel keep him 
out of ours ? it is ſaid of Chrift, as Mediatour, / 
haxe not hid thy Righteouſneſs within my heart, [ 
bave declared thy faithfulneſs and thy ſalvation : 1 Pſa. 40. 94 
have tot concealed thy loving kindneſs, andthy _ 
truth from the great Congregation. 


Seventh 


[28 ] 


Seventh Motrve, 


To open unto Chriſt, then the deſtroyer ſhall 
paſs-over, he will then ſprinkle his Blood upon 
your door poſts, O what a mercy would it be to 
have the token of Pacification and atonement fix- 
ed upon your doors! as when Garrifons a e 
ſtormed, if there be any friends init, the Stormers 
ſend them in Prote&tions, to fix at their doors: 
ſuch a token was Rahabs icarlet thred, tied to 
her window, which ſome have thought typed out 

the blood of Chriſt, which muſt be our prote&ti- 
on only in times of Divine diſpleaſure, therefore 
we read that Word, Enter into the Chambers and 
ſhut the doors, till the indignation be over paſt. An 
Alluſion to the doors of the 1/rael:tes, that they 
were not to be ſtirred out of, as hath been already 
hinted, on the DoArinal part. What a mercy 
would it be to have the deſtroyer pals-over you, 
when the poor Egyptians ſhall be ſmitten with the 
wrath of God ! neither death nor condemnation 
fhall have power over ſuch ſouls. 
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Eighth andlaſt Motive, 


To open unto Chriſt, by his coming in to you, 
poor ſouls, he will diſpoſſeſs you of the ſtrong 
man armed. There's never a poor foul out of Je- 
{us Chriſt, but is really poſſeſſed by Satan in a 
Spiritual ſenſe, therefore we read of the Spirit 
working in the children of diſobedience,as theSpi- 
rit acts poſſeſſed Perſons,and works them,O what 
a mercy was it-in the times of Chriſt to be deli- 

Eph. 2.2. yered from unclean Spirits! So it is in this ſenſe 
(the Word working in the fore mentioned place) 
notes 


[ 29 ] 

notes, the moſt lively aRtivity,that can be, it notes 

an actual and effeual force, ſo doth Satan a& 

and force poor ſouls out of ,Chriſt: if poor ſouls 

were but convinced of this,you would be as much 
ſhall Erunning and thronging after Chriſt, to diſpoſſeſs 
upon I} ſou's, as was to difpoileſs bodies, .wben he was 
be to (upon carth. O now the letting in of Chriſt, would 
it fix- Þ bc the ejeRion of Sat Vhen a ſtroug man armed Luk 
s a e Mizepeth his palace, his goods are in peace, but when \, ky - 
rmers © fronger then he comes upon him, and woercomes : 
loors: him, he taketh from him his armour, wherein he 
ed to ſired, and divideth the ſpoils, (now the Evange- 
d out lit S. Matthew reads it ) How can one enter into 4 
tefti- M/frong mans houſe? The ſtrong man is Satan armed, 
refore {with all his policy, and ſubtilty, to keep our 
-s and Chriſt; the Palace or Houle,is the heart of a poor 
F. An Ecreature before Chriſt enter in upon it, hs goods 
t they [+ #2 peace, ( viz.) Allis quiet, and till, and at 
ready reſt, in the ſoul, but now the ſtronger then he en- 
mercy ers, that is Jeſus Chriſt, that comes to take pol- 
r you, Fiſſion ofthe Soul, and he turns out Satan, ſpoils 
th the Wisarmour, as o_ unarm the Caprtives, 
nation the ſame word is uled of the conqueſt of Chrift, 

pon the Croſs: He ſpoiled Principalities and 

Powers, he difarmed, and let them naked ( as the 

rord ſignifies) O now what a mercy wouid 
: be, for Satan to go out, and Chriſt come 


Mat. 12. 
29. 


) you, Þ! 
Ras But now that we have done with the Motives, 
of Je- thinks I hear ſome poor Soultay, I cannot tell 
n in a {ſat hinders opening to Chriſt, I deſire to open 
Spirit ſto him, but alas I find I do not open unto him, 
heSpi- © is but at} the door yet, and he was there 
) what any years ago,now what are the letts, and barrs 
> deli- Pat keep him cut ? before you have helps to let 
; ſenſe F{ in, it is convenient you ſhould know the hin- 
place) derances 
notes 


Pro.13. 7. 


24, 25+ 


LC 30 4 
derances that keep him out, the conviRtion of 
which hinderances, is a good ſtep towards open- 
ing to him. 

Firſt, That which keeps Chriſt at the Door, is 
ſelf-confidence, and conceitednels of our good 
eſtate, this was the hinderance to Chriſts coming 
into theſe poor Laodiceans. They were rich 
( viz.) intheir own opinions they were to, and 
increaſed in goods, ſuch were the Phariſces,whole 
Souls, and fo looked not out after the Phylician, 
Now Chiſft hath nothing to do with ſuch touls, 
hecame not to call the Righteous to Repentance, 
ſelf-confident ſouls: it may be many poor ſouls 
think he is come in, and ſo cheat their poor ſouls, 
becauſe he hath been calling, knocking, ſtandin 
therefore they think he is come in, the poer fol, 
1h Virgins thought ſo, but O what a difappoint- 
ment did they meet with at laſt / To be but ſhut 
out for all theirProfeſſion and confidence:we read 
of ſome that make themſelves rich, ( viz.) in a 
conceited intereſt in Chriſt, and experiences, and 
havenothing, are really Beggars. Full ( wi.) 
full of peace, and joy from their own conceit,and 
yet not full of true peace and favour with God, 

Secondly, That which keeps Chri#t ont is reſting 
in a formal Laodicean Pr ofeſſion, and thus they de- 
ceive themſelyes ; they think they let him into 
their hearts, when they tethim in by Profeſſion 
into their lives: it wes the complaint ofa Father, 
How many kiſs Chriſt , but few leve Chriſt: your 
Profeſſion, is but a kiſs, a meer complement, if 


Mat. 7.23, you do not let him take Pofſeſhon of your ſouls, 


It 15 not every one that ſays Lord, Lord, can enter 
:ntothe Kingdom of Heaven, they had a famous 
Profeſſion upon them, but yet Chriſt never entred 


their hearts, 7 never kyew you, theſe Laodiceans 
were 


31 ] 
were conſiderable Profeſſors, yet he was but at 
the door, O how many poor ſouls that ruſh into 


aProfeſſion of Chriſt before ever they have truly Rom. 2. 
cloſed with Chriſt! how ſadly have theſe late 29+ 


years ſpoken forth this truth? alas he is nor 
a Few that ts ſo outwardly, but that is ſoinwardly. 

Third Hinderance which keeps Chriſt out of the 
ſoul, is perſons ignorance of their need of Chriſt, 
and hath need of _— this was one thing, that 
kept Chriſt from theſe poor Laodiceans, th 
were blind, they ſaw no need of Chriſt, the whole 
med not the Phyſician, but the ſick,, O what open- 
ing to Chriſt would there be ! what running 
after him would there be, what crying out Come 
in thou bleſſed of the Lord? why ſtandeſt thou 
without * If poor ſouls ſaw but their loſt con- 
dition, their undone condition without Chriſt , 
How would fouls run from Ordinance to Ordi- 
nance, fromduty,to duty, with this cry in their 
mouthes, none bur Chriſt, none but Chriſt. Nay are 
there. not many Proſefſors, many Laodiceans, 
whonever aright ſaw your need of Chriſt? and 
ſo have but juſt come out to profeſs him, and not 
to open unto him: many ſee no need of him, as a. 
Saviour, as a King, as a Prieſt, as a Prophet, no 
wonder if he ſtand withour. 

Fourth hinderance which keeps Chri#F out, Poor 
fouls reſerving ſome beloved fu: will he dwell 
where ſin dwells with delight? can corruption and 
Chriſt be co-inthroned and dwell in one, and the 
ſame ſoul? is not Chriſt and ſin, like Sarah and 
Hagar cannot dell together? do you think 
Chriſt will dwell where his enemies dwell? alas 
Poor ſoul there is no room for Chriſt, thy. heart 
s filled already, we may fay to thee ( as was ſaid 
to him) why hath ſin, and Satan filled thy _ 
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Chriſt comes it may be to thedoor, and ſees there 
is no room, all is taken up, and there he ſtands, 
and gets no further. The Lord Jeſus doth in this 
caſe, as he did in that where the minſtrel, and peo- 
ple made a noiſe in. the Rulers houſe, he ſaid unto 
them give place, arid when the people were put forth 
he went in and took her by the hand, {o the Lord 
willturn'them all out,if he come in,that were ma- 
king a noiſe, and {waggering in your foul. Foſeph 
when he diſcovered himſelf to his brethren put all 
others out, {o will Chrift our ſpiritual Foſeph, 
while there are ſo many fins in your hearts, he 
will not diſcover himſelf, there is no room for 
his diſcoveries. | 

Fifth hinderance that keeps,Chriſt out of the ſoul 
zs, the pride of poor ſouls, they are too proud to 
open to Chriſt, to riſe to Chriſt, he reſiſts the 
proud afar off, he comes not near them, this was 
a proud -Church, this Laodicea; F am rich, &c. 
How ſhe prides her ſelf in her attainments, there 
is not room in a proud heart for Chriſt, he can 
but get to the door of a proud heart : / will dwell 


Gen, 45. with him that is of an humble, and contrite heart ; 


1. 


God could not endure pride to dwell ſo near 
him, therefore ſor this, he caſt the Angels out of 
Heaven. 

Sixth hinderance that keeps Chriſt out of the 
ſoul 55, unbelicf, for he dwells in our hearts by 
Faith: believing is opening unto Chriſt, therefore 
we read of being concluded under unbclief, ſhut 
up ( the word is taken from Perſons that are cloſe 
Priſoners, they are ſhut up) their doors ſhut a- 
ru Chrift, unbclief is the great Iron bolt ofthe 

oul, that locks Chriſt out, and keeps Chriſt out 
ofthe ſoul, | 
Seventh 


| C'IF 
Seventh hinderaace that keeps Chrift out of the 
ſoul , is ſouls prejudices they have taken up a- 
is gainſt Chriſt, men will not open now , that they 
o- | are prejudiced, and naturally we are all fo againſt 
to | Chrift. O, ſinners think if they let in Chriſt, fare- 
> | well thenall good days : it is a prejudice, puor 
d | ſinners, for he would ſup with you, bring in com- 
a fort to your ſouls: alas poor ſinners when you be- 
h | ginto open unto Chriſt, then good days begin, 
il F you have never a good day betore, and never a 
b, | bad day after: how many your {oulshad opened 
ic | toChriſt before now, but for their prejudice a- 


r F gainſt him ? 
ul The next Word # of Direttion, 
'0 


ie To many poor fouls that are ſtirred, or preſt in 
iS | Spirit, to open unto Chriſt, but they find it hard 
c. | work, their hearts are ſo barr'd, and bolted a- 
re | gainſt the Lord Jefus,how ( ſays ſuch ſouls ) ſhall 
n.f webehelp'd to open unto him, &c. 


5 Firit Help to open unto Chrit, O then tir with 
ar | thefirſt motions, and calls ofthe Spirit of God to 
of | open; poor ſouls are ſnoring on their beds of ſe- 

curity, are faſt aſleep, and Chriſt comes unto 
he || them, as he did to the Spoule, and fays open unto 
y | me my Siſter, cc. And poor ſouls arc at this voice 
re I ofChriſta little ſtartled, and affeted, but alas 
ut JF they are but awakened, as men by Thunder, ſtart- 
ſe | ledfor the preſent, but they get not up, they open 
a- | not the door to Chriſt for this but lie down 


ie ain, and fleep again, and Chriſt hears no more 
them. The Angel came to Peter when he was tn 

Priſon, fa#t aſleep betwixt the Souldiers, and ſmote 
him on the loms, and ſaid follow thou me, and what 
D Was 
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was the fruit of it ? the irondoors did fly open 
before him , following the Angel the Angel 
faid to him, ariſe quickly, ſo poor ſinners if you 
did ariſc quickly, to open unto 'the motions of 
the Spirit of God, you would find Chr.ft would 
come in; we read of opening unto him immediate- 
ly. Seamen will take their firſt fair wind, to pro- 
{ecute the voyage, fo do you oblerve the pales 
of the Spirit, to open unto Chriſt. 


Second help and direftion to open unto o_ is 
this, get a true and unfeigned love to him, 
we open to thoſe we love, we open our 
heartsto them; if we did love him better, we 
ſhould open our hearts to him more: love is an 
opening grace, therefore it isthe way he takes to 
open our heartsto him, by opening his heart to 
us; this is the great reaſon why poor ſouls are 
ſhut againſt him, O the love of Chriſt never got 
into them, never got within them, never was 
ſhed abroad intheir hearts by the holy Ghoſt, 
cl{c it would conſtrain them to open unto him, 
it would offera holy violence, and break all open 
for Chriſt to come im: we read a ſweet paſſage, 
when the ſpouſes heart was ſhut againſt him,vhat 
did Chriſt go away and leave her in her ſhut-up 
frame? it is true he did withdraw, but he firſt 
went to herand dropt myrrh upon the handles 
of thelock, he put in his hand at the hole of the 
door, and what then? her bowels were moved 
for him, or my bowels were moved in me ( as 
ſome read it )viz., ſhe was now affeted, and 
afflicted ' with her unkindneſs in not opening 
to Chriſt, and what did it iſſue in? I roſe to 0- 
pen to my Beloved; here are two expreſſions ob- 


1, He 
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1. He puts il his hand, he thought this would 
affe& her heart. | 

2. He drops myrrh, all this was to engage her 
affections to openz O poor touls will not open, 
until the Lord do thus wth their fouls: love will 
open any hour of theNight to the beloved;nothing 
but want of love ſhuts hearts againſt Chriſt, Love 
always widens its arms towards the object. 


Third DireFion, would you open unto Chriſt? 
take heed then of calling Satan into Council 
with you , when you are under any inclinations 
of heart to open unto Chriſt: as ſoon as Chriſt 
comes to knock at a poor ſouls door, to get in, 
then Satan will be about the door, to keep Chriſt 
out, O therefore conſult not with him! He is a 
great enemy to ſouls opening unto Chriſt, upon 
theſe accounts. Firſt, he knows he ſhall be turned 
out if Chriſt come in, when a ſtronger then he 
enters his houſe, O he is loath to be turned out of 
his poſſeſſion, then he rages becauſe his time is 
ſhort. Secondly, He knows when Chriſt comes 
into the ſoul he will bring his train. This glori- 
ous King hath a double train. Firſt a train of 
Graces. Secondly, a train of comforts. Now Sa- 
tan envies the ſoul ſhould have any Grace, or any 
comfort come into the ſoul; he knows as Grace 
comes in, Sin -goes out. Secondly, as Comfort 
comes in, Corruption goes out,therefore we read 
the fear of the Lord, and the comforts of the 


holy Ghoſt goes together: and what is the mean- AR, , ,, 


ing of Chrift ſuppingwith the ſoul, but his good 11. 
cheer he brings in with himyhis feaſt of fat things? 
#%z. The comforts of his love, he gives the foul li- 
erally to taſt of, ſaying, cat and drinkabundant- 
ly z 0 my Beloved, 

D2 Fourth Di- 
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Iſa. $3, 2. 


Cant,s.6, 
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Fourth Diretion, would you open to Jeſus 
Chriſt? then labour for more experimental ac- 
quaintance withthe exerciſe of Faith, as you have 
heard love is one opening Grace, ſo is Faith ano- 
ther,this 0 oy to Chriſt is believing, therefore 
we read of onbelief, concluding or ſhutting up 
the ſoul from Chriſt, and of Chriſt dwelling in 
the heart by Faith; it is not opening unto Chriſt, 
when you are a little melted, and broken, but it 
is believing that lets him in, for all the affe&i- 
ons, he may ſtand without, for all your tears he 
may ſtand without, and if you ask me how Faith 
opens to Chriſt, take theſe following particulars 
as ananlwer. 


Firſt, Faith makes a diſcovery of him as the on- 
ly defirable objeR of the Soul ; now when this is 
made outto the Soul, the Sou! riſes and opens to 
Chriſt, and not till then, therefore were thole 
your Jews ſo ſhut againſt Chriſt, there is no com- 
incſs in him that he ſhould be deſired. When 
thedaughters of Jernſalem heard what a deſira- 
ble Obje& Chriſt was , then they made out after 
him, we will ſeek him with thee: when a ſoul ſces 
him to be the Pearl of price, then it ſells all for 
him: well then examine, what diſcoveries your 
one have by Faith of Chriſts ſpiritual excel- 
ENCiEs, 


Secondly, Faith makes a diſcovery, not only of 
his defirableneſs, but of his willingneſs to receive 
the ſoul into his open arms of Mercy : who will 
open unto Chriſt that doth not believe? Chriſt is 
willing to ſhew it kindneſs, we muſt fee by Faith 
his open arms before we open our hearts to him; 


when the guilty child ſees the Fathers arms open, 
to 
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toimbrace it, O how it melts it / and makes it 
run thither! this is the door of hope Chriſt opens 
in the ſoul, before the ſoul can open unto him, 
Oſays the ſoul but what hopes is there for me ! 
want of hope locks the Soul faſt againſt Chriſt, 
the Soul hath the valley of Achor, for a door of 


hope. | 


Thirdly, Faith opens to Chriſt as it makes a dif- 
covery of Chriſts readineſs to enter in upon the 
ſouls opening, it ſees Chriſt at the door knocking, 
yeaRanding,which is the poſture of a Perſon rea- 
dy to come in: who will open the door to Per- 
ſons who they believe will not come in? O but 
now Faith diſcovers Chriſt at the door,and ſo runs 
out to open unto him. 


Fourthly, Faith opens to Chriſt as it ſets love on 
work. Love in its higheſt affeQions,. is but the 
flame of Faith, Faith works by love; theſc are fi- 
ſter Graces that go hand in hand always toge- 
ther, help one another. 


Fifthly, Faith opens to Chriſt as it cleanſes and 
purifies the heart, lo we read of the virtueof Faith: 
there are two things it cleanſes from, in order to 
opening to Chriſt. 

Firſt, it cleanſes from guilt, and this is a great 
impediment to open to Chriſt: when the Spouſe 
had been dabbling in her own guilt, indulging her 
{lf in her carnal caſe and ſecurity, then ſhe had 
her heart ſhur againſt Chriſt, though be ſtood, 
and urged, Open unto me, my Siſter, my Love; 
{o when Souls have been lately under guilt, O it 
hinders them from opening unto Chriſt! Guilty 
children are not for their fathers preſence, guilt 

D 3 locks 
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locks up the ſoul from Chriſt, but now when faith: 


comes to per{wade it of pardon, O how ſweetly 
doth the toul open to Chriſt / Guilt made our 
firſt Parents hide themſelves*among the Buſhes 
{rom God: O guilt takes Chriſt for an enemy, 
and who will open unto an Enemy ? Looks upon 
Chriſt as a Judge, and the Judge ſtands at the 
door, and who dare open to him, as a Judge? 
but now when the ſoul comes to ſee him, as a [e- 
{us, at the door,and not as a Judge at the door,0 
then it opens to him ! his name ſhall be called Je- 
ſus, he ſhall ſave the people from their fins, 0 
then the ſoul runs to open to him, his blood upon 
the door Poſts cleantes it from guilt : The blood 
of Chriſt cleanfes from all fin, and fo it puts the 
{oul upon opening to Chriſt. 


Secondly , Faith purifies the ſoul from the 
filth of ſin, as well as guilt of fin, it helps the 
ſoul to open to Chriſtz dirt may hinder the door 


+ from opening, there may be fo much dirt behind 


the door, that Chriſt cannot get in, what though 
you {weep the houſe; donot you lay the dirt 
behind the door ? it is not caſt our, the next tem- 
ptation will ſpread it abroad again; but now faith 
carries it quite out, it cleanſeth the ſoul from all 
filthineſs of fleſh and fpirit; filthineſs of fleſh 1s 
dirt in the houſe, but filthinels of ſpirit is dirt be- 


' hind the door, and this will hinder the door from 
- Opening. 


Fifth Direftion, Would you open to the Lord 
Jeſus, be then quick of hearing, when he knocks, 
and calls; O be not ſpiritually thick of hearing, 
take heed of turning a deaf ear to the calls of 
Ehriſt; if any man ( ſays tho Text ) will hear my 


VOICE, 
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voice, and open unto me; there muſt be hearing 
before opening : O how many poor ſouls, whole 
beloved [ins make ſuch a noile in their fouls, that 
they cannot hear the voice of Chriſt, when he 
comes and ſtands, and knocks at their doors! O 
how ſad would it be to be deaf to the calls and 
knocks of Chriſt ! 1. He calls affe&ionately, Oper 
unto me my Siſter, &c. O what good words doth 
he give poor fouls/ that they may open unto him 
how doth hecall with good words and comfor- 
table ! 2, He calls carneſtly, O he is in good ear- 
neſt in his calls, that you ſhould open unto him; 
would he call fo often, fo loud, if he were not in 
earneſt ? 3. He Cal's compaſſionately , it is in 
compaſſon to your fouls, hecalls , he knows you 
are undone for ever if you open not unto him, if 
he come not and ſup with you; if Chriſt ſup not 
with you, Satan will. 4. He calls unweariedly, 
he ſtands and calls : man is ſoon weary of call- 
ing, if not heard ; but God is not, he can wait, as 
well as call and wait long to be heard, he doth 
not go away ifnot heardat firſt, and never give 
theſoul another call. 5. He calls expeQingly, 
ſtanding is a poſture of cxptAation, he expetts 
tobe heard by you, to be opened unto by you, 
O put not then a diſappointment upon the expe- 
Qations of Chriſt, this will be fad in the conſe- 
quence to your poor ſouls. 


Thus we have finiſhed the firſt Obſervation 
upon the Text, That Chriſt ſtands at the door 
of many a Profeſſor and Sinners heart. 
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| Rev. 3. ver. 20. 
Behold ] ſtand at the door and knock, &c. 


The Obſervation we now come to the Proſe- 
cution of is this. 

That Jeſus Rtands at the door and knocks, as 
ready to come in. 

Standing is a poſture of a Perſon ready ſor ſer- 
vice; it is{aid of the Levites, who are ready to 
miniſter before the Lord, they ſtood before the 
Lord, and it is uſed of ſervants, he went and ſtood 
before his Maſter; and it is uſed of the readincfs 
of Angels to doſervice to God, It is {aid of the 
Angel Gabriel he ſtood before God, thus ready is 
Chriſt to take -poſſeſſion of your ſouls, and he 
ſtands at the Door. 

. 1. Why doth Chriſt ſtand at the Door? firſt, 
becauſe he is loath to go away, till ſouls open un- 
to him, he is loath to be denied entrance, to be 
ſaid nay; itis the poſture of a Perſon, that is [oath 
to depart, and would gladly be in. 

Firſt, doth not this ſpeak Chriſts loathnelſs to 
depart, he hath ſtood fo long, how many years 
hath he waitcd for the opening to him ? and-hath 
faid, I will wait this year alſo, and after that ano- 
ther, you would certainly conclude a Perſon 
was loath to depart, that keeps day after day- at 
your Door, and will not away. 

2, This {peaks Chriſt loath to depart when he 
_- from the Door , he often gives warning of 

is departure, gives notice, that poor ſouls might 
come forth before he goes, and entertain him into 
their ſouls, what warning was that he gave 7er#- 

falem ? beinftruted, O Fernſalem, leaſt my yo 
Z C- 
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lepart fromthee, Chriſt warns by his tlireatnings 
t0 80 away, wo be unto you ifI depart from your, 
ho will always ſend, wait, and knock ? 
;, This ſpeaks his loathnels to depart from} 
the Door, when he departs he does it gradually, 
dy little and little, as from the Temple, as hath 
been before hinted, to ſee if poor Souls vill call 
after him- leaving Souls is often gradual work, 
nd ſo as they are left they harden, and are 
zore ſhut againſt Chriſt, every day then other, 
irſt ſouls loſe tenderneſs, in point of lins, and 
in point of duty, and then in Ordinanees,then 
nters-open prophaneneſs into their lives ; then 
and then Jeſus Chriſt hath mark*d the Door, and 
js gone, and that ſoul is as good as half in hell 
already. 4. This ſpeaks Chriſts loathneſs to de- 
part from the Door, that he brings the Goſpel to 
our Doors, rather then he or you ſhould not 
cet, he will not only come half way, but he 
xill come all the way, if you will not go to his 
olpel, his Goſpel ſhall come unto you, as he ſaid 
to Zachers, This day ts ſal uation come to thy bouſe. 
heLord is loath to go away, that ſends his Go- 
el from Door to Door,from Houſe to Houſe; it 
may be,ſays Chriſt, here is ſome poor child,ſome 
oor ſervant, ſome aged perſon, tome young per- 
fon, fome that cannot ſtir forth after the Golpel, 
or ſome that will not in ſuch a Houſe, in ſuch a 
Family, carry entreatics and Embaſſages of my 
love tothem, commend my love to them,tellthem 
how glad Iwould be of theirEternal welfare,when 
he preaching of the Goſpel goes from houſe 
to houſe, it argues Chriſt hath no mind from 
the Doors of ſuch Souls. 5. This ſpeaks Chriſts 
loathneſs to depart, that your ſouls are under the 
ſyaing of bis Spirit, in your waiting upon __ 
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would he yet ſtrive with you, but that he is lot 
to leave you; do not you find the Lord at work 
upon you yet urider his appointments ? why hath 
he ſaid you ſhall be ſtriven with no more, ſmitten 
no more, ye revolt more and more, why hath not 
the Lord clapt the feal of a hard heart upon you? 
why hath not the Lord Barricadoed your hearts 
with the iron bolt of a Reprobate mind ? why 
hath not the Lord paſſed a black a& of Tradition 
upon you, as he did upon them? So he gave them 
up ty their own hearts lufts, all this is becauſe he 
is loath to depart from the doors. 

Second Reaſon, why Jeſus Chriſt ſtands at the 
door and knocks as ready to enter in, is becauſe 
he wil ſet oft theGloryof his patience;ſtanding is a 
poſture of Patience, of one waiting for an An- 
{wer, This is the time of the Lords waiting to be 
gracious, The Goſpel therefore is called the word 
of Gods patience ( as ſome take that Text, be- 
cauſethou haſt kept the word . of my patience ) 
it preſentsthe Lord ſtanding,calling, knocking,at 
all ourdoors, O that ever God ſhould have tuch 
patience with ſuch as we ? it may be matter of 
Aſtoniſhment. 

Firſt, Is not this patience ſo to ſtand after ma- 
ny provocations to depart from our doors ? how 
often have ſome of our ſouls ſaid, depart frow us, 
we deſire not the knowledge of thy ways ? 0 
who would have ſtood but Chriſt after ſo many 
biddings be gone ! have not we had the ſpirits of 
the Gaderens who beſought Chriſt to depart out 
of their coaſts?have not we rather manya time de- 
fired his room than his throngs?and yet he ſtands 
at the-door.2.1s it not patience in Chriſt to renow 
his knocks and calls at our doors ? he might _ 

cen 


[43] ; 


been ſor cyer juſt in ſaying I will never knock 
more, call more, ſtrive more,and in ſaying as Mo- 


ſe to Fharagh,Pll never ſee thy face morezhe ſaid 


ſee my face no more, firſt ; and have not we ſaid 
ſo many a time ? But O the patience of Chriſt, I 
will try once again, one ſabbath more; "one op- 
rtunity more. 3. 1s it not patience in Chriſt to 
etthe houle ſtand that refuſes to! give him en- 
trance ? Would not a King pull down the City 
walls that refuſes to let him enter-? - Would not 
he pull down that houſe that would not let him 
in, as unworthy to ſtand upon his ground? won- 
der the Lord pulls not the houſe over thy head 
that Jets him not into thy heart : how cake is it 
with God to pull the'carthly houſe over thine 
ears? and it is infinite patience, he will let ſuch 
Tenants live in any of his houſes, for we are but 
Tenants at the will of the Lord. 4. Is it not pa- 
tience in Chriſt to ſtand after you have made 'ma- 
ny promiſes to open! unto. him, and broken 
with him ? one Would think if ever they ſpeak 
with Chriſt, if ever- they falſify their word, he 
will for certainly þÞe gone, yet have not you 
done fo with him, oftner then once, have not you 
ſaid you would open to Chriſt under ſuch an 
aſition, under ſuch fuch a conviRtion, under 
ſuch an Ordinance? 5. Is it not patience in 
Chriſt, to ſtand at your door when you have 
let them in that have come after” Chriſt ? and 
knockt after Chriſt? havenot you let in his ene- 
mies? yet he bears with it, and goes not awayz 
nay have not you dealt worſe with Chriſt then 
with"Satan? then with the world ? then with 
your bale Iuſts? They could be let in at firſt 
knock, at firſt temptation , or invitation, had 
not* they the preference before Chriſt in 
v» your 
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your hearts? O what Gaderen hearts have we, 
that prefer our ſwiniſh luſt, þefore our ſweet Je- 
ſus ! how can we let in our falſe lovers which $*' 
wringe us to death by their embraces, and yer (| * 
we can let Chriſt and without , who is the only wh: 
true lover of our immortal ſouls/&c. out 
' "3. Reaſon why'the Lord ftands at the Door of (Mt 
Sinners, ready to enter in,is, becaule he will leave ſho 
their non opening to him unexcuſable, as the Apo- 
Mle ſays,thou art unexcuſable O man. Sinner what (!*% 
wilt thou have to fay, why thou didſt not open £*Y* 
unto Chriſt, when he ſhall call thee to an account? Na? 
cant thou ſay, Lord, thou didft not ſtand at my I 
door ?' at my neighbours thou didft, but not at whi 
mine; canft thou {ay,Lord,thou didſt nor knock at || 
my heart ? O poor Soul the Lord will condemn |" 
thee out of thy own mouth; will not God ſay in a 
{olemn manner,as once to them,what could [ have 
done more'to them, could 1' have called more, 
then I' did? now you can form excuſes, but in that 
day you will be ſilent, Remember they that de- 
ſired to be excuſed, never-taſted of his Supper: 
God will topevery mouth, that the world may 
become guilty before God;the word Ggnifies ſoto 
be ſtopped, as when ſomthing is caſt in the mouth, 
to hinder the ſcreach, they ſhall not have a word 
to ſay for themſelves. Guilty before God, ( ſub- 
zet to Condemnation ſaith Bez.a) Souls ſhall have 
nothing to ſay why ſentence of Condemnation 
ſhould not be pronounced againſt them : they ſay 
Perſons that are mute, and plead not, muſt by 
law be preſſed to death,OSinners you willbe prel- 
ſed by the wrath of God, for mutes, when the 
Lord ſhall take away all excuſes from you, by 
ſtanding, and knocking at your Doors, and yet 
youlet him not in. 
| . 4. Reaſon 
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4- Reaſon, why Chrift ſtands at the Door, and 
knocks is,that when ſoulsdo opento him,they may 
ch {| be under more indearment of heart to him, by 
refletion upon the time of Chriſts ſtanding, O 
ily what a hard heart was mine to let him ftand with- 
out until his locks were filled with dew, and his 
of _ ——_ dy a O that I 

ſhould have my heart bolted 1o km 
© Ebcloved Lord ! How could Ind inty cart y 
nar Ntake inothers, and keep him out / O but now 
lays the ſoul, my heart is ſo much the more en- 
deared unto him, as he had patience to ſtay ſo 
my £ 9any years for me,for my opening unto him ? O 
2+  whata bleſſed Lord was this ! What a dear Savi- 
- at Your was heto ſtay ſo long on ſo wretched a ſoul 
mn |} 45 mine ; O now how ſhall I love God enough ? 
honour him enough? obey him cnough ? admure 
ve { pim enough ? what was it but unwearied love to 
re, {and ſo long at my door ? without encourage- 
nat © went given by me, O how will lovers walk about 
le- _— get ſight oſthe objefts, and did not 
0 

"| 5. Andlaſt Reaſon, why Chriſt lands at the 
Doorand knocks, becauſe he will when he comes 
th, © humble the foul for its unkingneſs, and ſhame 
rd © it forits refuſal to open unto him, from time to 
2þ. ime: O the ſoul now when it hath opened unto 
ve ff Chriſt remembers its former unkindnels,as worm- 
wood and gall, and ſo is humbled. As the Spouſe 
had her Bowels moved by Chrifts putting in his 
hand at the h@le of the Door, after ſhe had re- 
fuled to open unto Chriſt, my Bowels made a 
ONT - ry > $ —_ wo 
or ) noting her ſorrow and dilqui $ © 
heart for her beloved, who had ſuffered ſo ron 
La hen 


things for het ſake, whom ſhe had fo ſlic 
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when he deſired to come. into her ; O how kind- 
ly-it melts and humbles the ſoul to conſider how 
long Chrift waited, tarried, ſtood and knockt be- 
fore it let in this bleſſed Gueſt ! O ſays the ſoul, £not 
what a wrerch was I to let the King of Glory Þþ frie 
wait. upon ſucha baſe piece of clay fo long ! now Lo1 
the ſoul 'becomes aſhamed - of its fleights it I frot 


put formerly upon Chriſt. O\ 
1 

Application, he 
con 


Is it ſo that the Lord Jeſus &ands at the door I twi 
ready to comein? then it is firſt, a' word of /nfor-  F 
mation. as 

Firſt, it informs us ofthe unſpeakable and in- (run. 
finite patience of Chriſt, that he will take up a Yitis 
ſtand at a ſinners doors. Firſt, conſider but the | day 
Perſon that ſtands. Secondly,the Doors he ſtands ©} #1 
at, and ſee if here be not wonderful patience. Cit: 

Firſt the Perſon, he that hath power to turn {is a 
. thee out of thy houle, into Hell, that he ſhould Fer 
ſtand! we wonder at a little patience in a perſon Flong 
greatin power, they uſually npon ſleight provo- to | 
cations cruſh their inferioursz it was Solomons (him 
Council not to ſtrive with a mighty man,and ſhall Y 5 
we ftrive and ſtand it out againſt the Almighty bac 
God ? Heres Chriſt that. hath all power , and thus 
yet much patience, all power given unto him, who ſ# t! 
could ſeal aLeaſc ofEje&ment uponus,and caſt us ſſble, 
out of theſe clay houles, into the eternal fiery fut- this 
_ yet this Chriſt ſtands, and knbcks at our Pan) 

ors. 

Secondly, this Chriſt hath patience, who had 
his loveſomuch abuſed: abuſed love with man 
ſoon turns into incenſed wrath, we cannot endure 
our love ofall thipgs ſhould be abuſed, yP 
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how much hath the Lord Jeſus {uffered this way 
is not this to abuſe his love ? when he ſtands year 
after year, and we will not let him in ? we will 
not hear his voice ? 15 this your kindneſs to your 
friend, may Chriſt ſay, will you thus requite the 
Lord ? is this to anſwer his love to come down 
- it I from his Fathers boſom to ſtand at your door ? 
0 what patience is this? 


Thirdly, This Chriſt is patient, if we conſider 


he makes not a tranſient pats by, but takes upa 
conſiderable ſtand, O what difference is there be- 
Dor K twixt a ſtand and a paſs-by. 
5r- | Fourthly, See'the patience of Chriſt in calling 
aswell as ſtanding. O how often hath that call 
in- rung in our ears ? Hearken unto my voice while 
a Yitis today, and harden not your hearts as in the 
the Þ day of Provocation. 
ids | fiſthly, O the patience of Chriſt conſidering the 
diſappointments he bath mer withal, for ſtanding 
rn is a poſture of expeRation; now to be patient un- 
uld I cer diſappointments is patience indeed. O how 
ſon long hath Chriſt expeRted ſinners would open un- 
v0- to him; and where are the ſouls that haye let 
ons him in ? : 
all Y Secondly, It informs poor Sinners of their own 
ity Ybackwardneſs, as well as of Chriſts patience, and 
nd thus comes in the fecond information. 1.He ſtands 
ho Wat the doors of miſerable ſinners,thou art miſera- 
us ble, Q what a ſtrong piece of condeſcention is 
this inf Chriſt to ſtand at the doors of a- com- 
pany of undon wretches! and yet they refule to 0- 
pen,thou art miſerable here,& thou art miſerable 
toall eternity,if thou keep him out;. it is not for 
his ſake,but for thy fake he would bein, what ſay 
the ſcriptures? except Chri#t bein you ye are repro- 
bates, if you let him get no ſurther then the 
OW hy door, 


door,you arecaſt-away ſouls, you are mark'q 
for miſery, O do not deceive your ſelves to think 
a form 'of Profeſhon will ſecure your Eterng] 
conditions , -or a few \canvittions and affe&i. 
ons: your ſouls may milcarry for all theſe, 
11. Thou art a miſerableſoul, in that thou art in 
the guilt of all thy fins. Can one be under preat- 
er miſery then under unpardoned guilt ? Thoy 
puilty finner, what wilt thou do, when the Lords 
grim Serjeant Death, ſhall knock at thy Door to 
arreſt thee, and drag thee to the Goal,when thoy 
muſtnever come out until thou haſt paid the ut- 
rermoſt farthing ? which will never be; O {ad 
to have all thy debts then ſtare thee in the face, 
and no intereſt ma ſurety 2. Thou art miſe. 
rable as thou art under no hopes, for afterwards, 
if men have no afflitions upon them 1n this life, 
and have troubles in the fleth here, yet hopes of: 
future tate of happineſs, gives much eale, and 
ſarisfaQion to the mind; but alas without Chriſt, 
without hope,and is not this a piece of Hell come 
already into thy heart ? in Hell there is no hope. 
They fay in the courſe of Sea-mens Voyages to 
the Indies, there is a Cape, they ſometimes touct 
at, which they call the Cape of good Hope; nov 
in thy Voyage to the vaſt Ocean of Eternity, thou 
mayft touch at ſuch a Cape, and it may be 

touched at it many a time, but alas what is 
touch at it, to touch at it in many an Ordinan 
in _ a Convition, O by r ſoul if thou 
milcarry m thy Voyage, it will but aggravate t! 
miſery, ders Ade - , what fayft thou to that 
awakening word ? If our hopes be only in tw e 
life, we are ofall moſt miſerable. O poor ſouls, i 
you have your portions here, though never 'vF 
much-according to your deſire, you are = © thin 
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miferable -as others. 3. You are miſerable, at 
whoſe door Chriſt ſtandes, as you have more to 
nal anſwer tor then other poor. ſinners , that neves 
tif had your fair advantages for heaven,O how will 
ſe. ll this add to your miſery ? ifyou let him not in, 


inf} the knocks and calls he hath given you in your 


at-N li/e time, will never bee forgotten by you in ano- 
oulfl ther world , there and then to conſider how fair 
&}} you were for heaven and- happineſs, for ſouls to 
* to k up in hell and cry yonder Heaven, yonder 
houſl glory , yonder Chriſt ,, yonder eternall Crown 
ut- was I fair for,as miſerable as t am here,now I once 
{ad} was called, on and .knockt upon , to open to the 
«ce, Lord Jeſus, but O my hard heart ! my ſhut keart! 
iſe-M- my obdurate heart would not heat his voice, 
rd and now how deſervedly am I ſhut out for 
life, ever! 4. You are miſerable in that your own 
of 2} hand ſhuts the door, O how faſt didfts thou keep 
and} it againſt Chriſt/-as if Chrift had come as ſome 
ri. Kings Bailiffs, to have ſerved a Judgment upon 
-omel thee, as if thou wert affraid of his comming in, 
ope.l © how this will ſting thy poor ſoul, and as a Dart 
s to] ftrike through thy liver ! that it was thy own a&, 
ouch and deed, how wilt thou cry with him, I my 
now] ſelf was the cauſe of all this, when thou ſhalt ſee 
thou it was thy will, that was thy woe. 5. You are 
- haliſh miſerable in that your refufing-to open to Chriſt 
- is a vill juſtifie -him in his procedings againſt you, 
ance at the great day of the Lord, you will bee like 
thouſſÞ} kim who had not the wedding garment on, who 
e thyſſ Rood ſpeechleſs,0 then will not your Silence give 
o that} conſent that it -is but Righteous thou ſhouldeſt 


n thi} eat the. fruit of thine own Evill wayes to all 
uls, iN Eternity! thou wilt be ſelf condemned before 
ver fog} Gods own. bar , and cry and plead guilty to 


| thine own Inditment, no witneſs necd be called 
| 7 on; 
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on, but thy Conſcience, "which is a thouſand 
witneſſes, for Chriſt to knock at ſuch doors; 9 
who wotild think ; ſuch ſhovld- be backward 
to open to Chriſt? 


2.Confider he knocks at the door of rebellious 
'Sinners, for the King to cometo the door of a 
Company of poor Rebells and knock there, and 
call there, and ſay open unto me, I have pardon | 
for you , I will be reconcifed to you, fury :s no | | 
72 me, O who would think ſuch ſhould be back- B | 
ward to open unto him ! hee hath recieved gifts | i 
for men, and goneto his father on high, O but are Þ | 
not thele gifts for Perſons foe and oe humbled! 
they are for the rebellious alſo, O poor Rebcil, Y i 
hee knocks at thy door. O poor Refractory Sin-  » 
-ners, that are incxorable, he received gifts for Y »! 
tuch. | | ſt 

3: Conſider he knocks at the 'doors of naked BY I 
ſouls, the Text tells us of naked ſoules; thou 'ktt | th 
without Chriſt,as that poor man,'who was ſtript; 
thou art ſtriprt' of the excellent Robe of Original Y wl 
Righreounehs, thou hadſt in thy firſt Parents, ON ta 
bur he till ſtands at thy door , calling thee to I ſh; 
accept of white raiment , which white raiment is | wr 
the Righteousneſs of Chriſt to cover the naked- pu; 
neſs of thy poor ſoul, O who would think he cor 
ſhould knock 'at theſe doors; you muſt goe out = 
naked to Chriſt, ftript of all your own Righ-£ nk 
teousnels , when You open to Chriſt, you mult | 
put off all your filthy Raggs, when you put 6n 
this beſt and' bleſſed Robe, you muſt nor come 
clothed to Chriſt, which is the miftake ofmany 
a poor Soul to. think to come fine and trim to 
Chriſt; we read' the Lord had pitty upon the 
ſou! that was naked , ahd bare, andtruly if w 
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be not found,as Pax ſaith in him,and in his Righ- 
reouſneſs, you are undone for ever, for all your 
Profeſſion, and dutys, and affettions. 

4. He knocks at the doors of the poor and art 
poor as well as milerable ,.lee /that word, he 
preaches glad tydings to the poor, 0 that Chriſt 
ſhould look after fuch!what Condeſcention is this! 
the Lord that dwells in the higheſt Heaven is ſaid 
tolookuponthe poor, what ſays the ſoul thougxt, 
a poor creature worthy to be caſt out of the. 
Lords fight, for ever, O he ſtands at thy doar, ! 
it is not the rich mans door he knocks at, he 
lends them empty away? | | 
5 He knocks at the door of poor wretched ſouls, 
it tay be thou art crying ,;O. wretched man or 
womanthat | am , who ſhall deliver me ? what a 
vile wretch have | been./ a hard hearted wretchto 
ſtand it out ſo long againſt ſoe tender a hearted 
Jeſus, and thus like Ephraim thou art bemoaning 
thyſelf 5 O then the Lord is at the door, he hears 
allthis, O thou cryeſt out of thy unworthyneſs, 
what an unworthy wrecth thoy:art yO but he 
ſtands at the door of a. wretched Laodicea , and 
ſhall fuch be backward to let him in! the word 
wretched Signifyes ( eArumnoſus , & perpetuis 

pugias fatigatus) wearyed with troubleſome and 
continuall Combates like as a Champion ſtriving 
zlong time, and 25-at laſt like zo be overcome, 
inleſs he: be. helped ; ſo poor ſouls, though you 
count this a great piece of your wretchednefs, yet 
he ſtands at the. doors of ſuch ſouls, 

«6. He ftands at the doors of poor blind ſouls, 
und ſhall fuch be/backward to Ietia Chriſt? Thou 
Art blind ; what thou be. a ſoul that ſees 
not thy necd- of Chriſt, thy undonnefs, without 
Chriſt, The Excellency of Chriſt, the willingreſs 
3] E 2 0 
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of Chriſt to recieve thee to mercy, yet he 
knocks at thy door, and would be in, to let thee 
{ee all this, O poor foul wilt thou go blinded 
. to Hell !- wilt thou goe hoodwinkt to Etcrnall 
miſery? thou wilt ſee all theſe things there; as it 
is ſaid of the wicked,thcy ſhall fee, but this is e 
wofull ſeeing, to fee by the light of Hell fire, 
that is a precious word I have given thee for a 
Covenant to the Gentiles, what to doe? toopen 
the eyes of the blind, and to deliver the Prifoners 
out of the Pit cc. 

7, He ftands at the door of degenerate ſouls; 
it may be ſome will ſay, O but they have been 
backſliders, have Apoſtarized from God, foe had 
this poor Church of Laodicea, yet he ſtood at 
their doors, ready to come in, foe he doth at 
the doors of poor backſliders, and as he ſtands 
at the door, he tells them, hegyould come in, and 
heal all their backſlidings, and love them 
freely, and turn away his Anger from them; 
and put 'all theſe now together, and fee how 
backward fouls are to let him in, though he 
Rapds and knocks at ſuch doors. 

INT : 

Second Uſe, Is it ſo that Jeſus Chriſt is ready to 
come in, © then take a word of Caution along 
with you; Poor ſouls take heed of ſending him 
ſad away from your doors;- do not 1adden 
him, and cauſe him come plain to his Father, 
Lord I have ſtood. ſo long, and waited fo long 
at ſuch a Sinners heart, at ſuch a' Proſefſours 
heart, arid I cannot get admittance , cannot 
obtain Entrance, they are ſtill-ſhut up againlt 
me: you will ask now when do we'greive Chriſt, 
who 1s ready at our doors to come into our 
fouls? 

| 1. We 


y- 
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1. We grieve him when we do not bclieve his 
| willingneſs ro come into us , but complain and 
11 | cry, Q we arenot ft to entertain ſuch a Bleſſed 
it gueſt! nay ſucha King of Glory, alas poor ſouls 
g he expe:is no Entertainment from you , but 
opening te him , he will bring his own cheer 
-a | along with him, as a great Perſon ſends a poor 
en man word, he will come and dine with him, and 
rs | fſendin his Proviſions, fo doth Jeſus Chriſt, he 

ipreads his owne Table; now nothing can grieve 
ls | Chriſt more, then not to believe him, when he 
en | fays open unto me, and I will come in, and ſup 
ad with you: would not this grieve any man, when 
at | hecannotbe truſted, and ſpeak never ſo ſeriouſly? 
at & O howſerious is Chrift, and yet how diſtrultiul 
ds | arewe ? we read Chriſt was grieved becauſe of 
nd BE theirunbelief: O what do poor ſouls make of 
em | Chriſt by unbelicf/ it would make one tremble 
m; | tothink, they make him worſe then a man; an 
ow BB honeſt man will be (we ſay ) as good as his word; 
he BY way donot poor diſtruſtſul ſouls make him a liar? 

O what nolesof wax do they make the promiſes 

of the Goſpel / little do fouls know what they 
; to ©} do when they thus grieve the Lord Jeſus. 


him 2. You gricve him, when you queſtion whe- 
den ther he hath come into your ſouls, or no, becaule 
wer, | ſupper comes not up: theſe are two diſtin mer- 
ong |} cies, his coming in, and his ſupping with poor 
zurs B ſouls, his fuppjag may be a great while after his 
not | coming-in, his being preſent is one thing , and 
zint his manifeſting himſelf to be ſo, is another 
riſt, | thing, his being there, and your ſeeing of him 
our | there; preſently when ſouls are not feaſted with 
the ſweet meats of aſſurance, then they cry our, 
queſtioning their cloſure, O what a grief is this to 

F Chriſt 
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of Chriſt to recieve thee to mercy , . yet he 
knocks at thy door, and would be in, to let thee 
fee all this, O poor foul wilt thou go blinded 
. to Hell ! wilt thou goe hoodwinkt to Etcrnall 
miſery? thou wilt ſee all theſe things there; as it 
is ſaid of the wicked,thcy ſhall ſee, but this is « 
wofull ſeeing, to ſee by the light of Hell fire, 


that is a precious word I have given thee for a_ 
Covenant to the Gentiles, what to doe? to open 


the eyes of the blind, and ro deliver the Prifoners 
out of the Pit c#c. 

7. He ftands at the door of degenerate ſouls; 
it may be ſome will ſay, O but they have been 
backſliders, have Apoſtarized from God, foe had 
this poor Church of Laodicea, =_ he Rood at 
their doors, ready to come in, {oe he doth at 
the doors of poor backſliders, and as he ſtands 
at the door, he tells them, he would come in, and 
heal all their backſlidings, and love them 
freely, and turn away his Anger from them; 
and put 'all theſe now together, and fee how 
backward ſouls axto- let him in, though he 
Rahds and knockSat ſuch doors. 


bs | 


Second Uſe, Is it ſo that Jeſus Chriſt is ready to 
.come in, © then take a word of Caution along 
with you; Poor ſouls take heed of ſending him 
ſad away. from your doors ;- do” not 1adden 
him, and cauſe him come plain to his Father, 
Lord I have ſtood. ſo long, and waited ſo long 
at ſuch a Sinners heart, at ſuch a' Proſefſours 
heart, and I cannot get admittance, cannot 
obtain Entrance, they are ſtill ſhut up againſt 
me: you will ask now when do we greive Chriſt, 
who 15 ready at our doors to come into our 
fouls? 

1. We 
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1. We grieve him when we do not bclieve his 


d willingneſs ro come into us , but complain and 
1 cry, O we are not fit to entertain ſuch a Bleſſed 
it | gueſt!nay ſucha King of Glory, alas poor fouls 
Q he expe-:is no Entertainment from you , but 


opening te him , he will bring his own cheer 
-a || along with him, as a great Perſon ſends a poor 
en | man word, he will come and dine with him, and 
rs ſend in his Proviſions, fo doth Jeſus Chriſt, he 

ipreads his owne Table; now nothing can grieve 
ls; Chriſt more, then not to believe him, when he 
en | fays open unto me, and I will come in, and ſup 
ad with you: would not this grieve any man, when 
at | hecannotbe truſted, and ſpeak never fo ſeriouſly? 
at & O howſerious is Chrift, and yet how diſtruſtiul 
ids | are we? we read Chriſt was grieved becauſe of 
nd | theirunbelief: O what do poor ſouls make of 
em & Chriſt by unbelicf/ it would make one tremble 
m; to think, they make him worte then a man; an 
ow | honeſt man will be (we ſay ) as good as his word; 
he £ nay donot poor diſtruſtſul ſouls make him a liar? 

O what noles of wax do they make the promiſes 

of the Goſpel / little do fouls know what they 
; to (| do when they thus grieve the Lord Jeſus. 


him 2. Yougricve him, when you queſtion whe- 
den I ther he bath come into your ſouls, or no, becauſe 
her, | {upper comes not up: theſe are two diſtin mer- 
ong |} cies, his coming in, and his ſupping with poor 
zurs E fouls, his fuppjag may be a great yhile after his 
"not | coming-in, his being preſent is one thing , and 
inſt ting —— m—_ by be ſo, is _—_— 
riſt, ing, his being there, and your ſeeing of him 
our || there; —_—_— when ſouls Lan not feaſted with 
the ſweet meats of aſſurance, then they cry our, 
queſtioning their cloſure, O what a grief is this to 

| F ; Chriſt 
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Chrift ! your faſting is as necefſary, and as g9o0d 
for you as your feaſting, O what a childiſh thing 
i5 this, to queſtion your Fathers affections, be- 


cauſe you are notevery hour, or every day dan- 
dled his knee; away with this childiſhnels 
of SÞFT, this is folly bundled up in the hearts of 
Go@ own children. 


3- We grieve him, when we do not come forth 
to meet him, when he takes up a ſtand at our 
doors, he expetts we ſhould ſtep forth to meet 
him, O how it would grieve a great Perlon to 
come in kindneſs to vitit his Tenants, and none 
of them ſtir forth to meet him, this was the fin 
of the five fooliſh Virgins, they had not Oyl in 
their Lamps, and VeſlzIs,when the mid-night cry 
came, go ye forth to meet the Bridegroom: when 
he comes to' poor ſinners doors, he {ends Harben- 
gers before, his Forc-runners, ( 1 mean the mott- 
ons of the Spirit ) calling on poor ſouls, to pre- 
parc to meet their God,as the Prophet told them, 
prepare to mect thy God, Q Jſrael, 


4. Wegrieve himwhen he opens the door,and 
we let others ſhut it again, ſometimes the Lord 
ſtands at the door fo'ready tocome in, that he 0- 
pens the latch, as he did the heart- of Lydia, he 
lifts up your latchin a ſtill private way, but Q 
how often do we ſhut jt again/and this grievs him, 
Satanhe comes, and fhuts it, and ſometimes the 
World comes and ſhuts it, and ſometimes bclo- 
ved fins come and- thut zt, O how docs this 
grieve Chriſt? 


5.We grieve Chriſt when he ſtands ready at 
tne door knockins, and we make {och a _ we 
| car 

? 


Rr ens zz) .DTDVAO£a& CT&A cc __ ac aa <C ac —_——— 


CO OAaASM?a mÞ=,, =, +=, mo: wn fed AY ey Mae 


[ % WW _—_ 


C 55) 


hearnot. O how many poor ſoyls make a noiſe on 
purpoſe that they may not hearken to the knocks 
of Chriſt, they go into ſinful company, they ruſh 
into worldly bulineſs,the world and the comforts 
of it make ſuch a noiſe, they deaf them, as they 
ſay the inhabitants about the downfal of the Ri- 
ver Nil, are deaf with the continual noiſe of the 
waters; ſo are poor ſouls with the ſtreams of 
the creature comforts, that they ſay, as he did, 
__ no licfure to openunto Chriſt; this grieves 
Chrift. 


. Then the third Uſe is a word of Lamentation, 
Is Chriſt ready? O what a pity it is that ſinners are 
not ready / O that this might be for a lamentati- 
on! that Jeſus Chriſt ſhould come down from 
Heaven, to ftand at poor ſinners doors, and that 
lo few ſhould invite him into your hearts, O that 
it might affe&t our hearts Chriſt ſhould have 
ſuch cold entertainment in the World, that poor 
ſinners ſhould be ſo hardned againſt him! Feremy 
ſaid he would weep for your pride, and David 
his » run down with tears,becauſe of tranſgreſ- 
greflors,and O that word,Chriſt was grieved be- 
cauſe of the hardneſs and unbelieſof their hearts, 
O that we could be ſorry that ſo few ſhould give 
Chriſt heart room and houſe room. 


{ 56 7 
Rev. 3. Ver. 20: 


Behold, 1 ſtand at the door and knock, if any man 


will open unto me, QC. 


Ere is a threefold poſture of Chriſt in the 

"Text obſervable; 1. Standing, that we have 
diſpatched, how he ſtands at the door ready to 
come in. 2. Poſture of Chriſt is knocking, 3. Cal- 
ling, if any manhear my voice. 


But we are now to treat of Chriſts knocking,l 
ftand at the door and knock; the word lignifiesto 
knock with great power, and force as to ſtrike,or 
knock with a horn, being a Metaphor taken from 
the Ox, which gives a great blow, when he runs 
againſt any thing with his horn ;1 ſtand at the 
door and knock, with Power and force, or 
knock aloud, that ſinners may come forth and 0- 
pen unto me. | kolds rands 


For Chriſt to ſtand, was much; but for him to 
knock was more; and for him to cal}, and tell them 
whoit was that ſtood at the door, was ftill more, 
he might have ſtood and not knockt , but that he 
had an ardent defireto bein. ; : 


1. Knocking ſpeaks a deſire to be in; therefore 
raying, which conſiſts in the deſires of the ſoul, 
15 expreſſed by that very word,knock, andit ſhall 
be opened unto you, knock by prayer at hea- 
vens gates and it ſhall be opened : An” Allu- 
frofi to one that comes to a Gate , and 
would gladly be in, and this he manifcſts 
by his .endeavours , in that he knocks, for 
--::7es are manifeſted by endeavours, ſo here 
. | is 
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is Chriſt at the door, and would gladly be in,and 
this he manifeſts by his endeavours, in that he 
knocks: can you find in your hearts to let him 
deſire entrance, and not give him entrance ? Q 
that ever he ſhould have a deſire to the Work- 
man{hip of his own hands / 

2. It implies importunity, knocking takes in 
importunity; we read the Parable of a man that 
borrowed the loaves, it is {aid the door was ſhut, 
yet for his importunity, he will ariſe and give him 
25 many as he needeth , and then comes in that 
word, knock,and it ſhall be opened unto you,v:z. 
be importunate with God; thus Jeſus Chriſt is 
importunate with poor ſinners to be in, there- 
fore he knocks: we read of the unjuſt Judge;that 
was prevailed on by importunity , and ſhall not 
Chrifts importunity prevail with us ? Conſider 
but this, thE tume may come we may be impor- 
tunate with him to open to us, O how impor- 
tunate were they that were ſhut out? when 
they cried _—_ unto us! This word impor- 
uuity fignifies ( impudence ) it is taken from 
deggars which are impudently importunate and 
vill take nodenial, ſome read it ( I»ſtantia) fo 
remelixs, Q the Lord Jeſus isat your doors, as 
degoars that will have no nay ſay, no denial, he 
uld fo gladly be in. | 


3- This knocking implies the ſhut up,lockt up 
rame ofthe heart, when Chrift comesto ſeek cn- 

nce; what needs knocking, if the door be not 
but? when once the Maſter of the houſe hath 
hut up the door, and you begin to ſtand with- 
ut and knock at the door, ſoit is here,our hearts 
re ſhut up naturally from Chriſt, Chriſt doth 
ot find open houſe kept for him , when he 
comes 
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comes to poor Sinners; open houſe for fin and 
Satan, for the world, but O how faſt lockt are 
they from Chriſt ! and then goes no lefs to the 0- EW}; 
pening of a heart for Chriſt , then the mighty I.;jic 
power of God, they are willing in the-day of his I p,, 
power, its only Divine Power that opens ſhut 
hearts that is faſt. | mac 
1, The Bolt of Obduracy upon them, which 
keeps Chriſt out ; a hard heart is ſhut heart from 
Jeſus Chriſt, and when he comes, he finds hearts Y jy 
hard, aſtone is rolled to. the door, when Chriſt £,,c 
enters, to keep him out, O Sinners naturally we fc 
have all the tone of a hard heart rolled upon us,  þ, 
it is called a heart of ſtone, and will ſuch aheart Y {6 
tet in Chaiſt / O who ſhall roll away this ſtone! Y,re, 
The Angel muſt come down, even the Angel of Eynci 
the Covenant muſt- come down to do it it is faid MGhy 
of the Lewathan, his heart is as firm as a ſtone; ergf 
yea as hard as a piece of their nether Milſtone; Ythe{ 
ſo itis with a poor ſmner, when Chriſt firſt\comes nd | 
to knock at his heart, we read of an AdamantBled 
ſtone ( which is lapis mmdomabils) it will not 
yieldatall; but ſays God, | will take away theſl 2, 
heart of ſtone ( ſome read. Auferam ) ſome Kr 
woveba) ſome Extraham) 1 will draw out 0f 
you, as 2 man whencut for the ſtone, the ſtone 
15 drawn out of him, ſo if thebolt of Obduracy 
be not faſt upon Sinners hearts, 


1. His entreaties are ſtood out againſt, nc 
entreaties prevail with hard hearts, though 
ſtand at the door, and beſeech entrance, yet the) 
open not. ©! 

- 2, lis threatnings prevail .not with har 
hearts, though he threaten to ſhut them out ilſſe, 
they ſhut him out. = ; 

;.Hi 
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3. His Promiſes prevail not, if any man hear 
my voice, and open unto me, I will come into 
0- him, and fup with him, O what a glorious Pro- 
ty Emile is this hard heart Rtand Gut againſt Goſpel 
1s JF Promiſes. 
ut F 4. Corrections prevail not with hard hearts, 
Wade their faces harder then a rock they refuſed 
h Fo return. 

Mm FF - 5. Invitations prevail not with hard hearts, 
"ts Bf ſavitations of friends will prevail much, though 
lt W one be half reſolved to the contrary, yet the key 
we EofChriſts tweet invitations opens not the lock of 
us, a bard heart. 

at W £6, Spiritual breathings and motions open not, 
ne: WE prevail not with hard hearts, ye ſtiff necked and 
| of uncircumciſed inheart, you alway reſiſt the holy 
aid Ghoſt, the word ſignifies to fall againſt or fall 
ne; Weroſs, the hard heart falls crols to the motions of 
ne; Fthefpirit, and reſiſts them; put all theſe together 
mesF and ask if the heart Chriſt knocks at, be not bolt- 
ant Fedavith Obduracy. _ 


the 2. There is upon the heart,when Chriſt comes 
Re-Yto knock, the bolt of obſtinacy, it is not only ſhut, 
t olſbur it refiſts againſt Chriſt; it reliſts the knocks 
toreF Chriſt gives ir, ſtands upon its own defence, and 
refuſes to give Poſſeſſion to Chriſt; we read of a 
heart with a ſhield upon it, pive them forrow of 
heart (but the Hebrew is.) give them obſtinacy 
of heart, or a heart witha-ſhield upon it, an op- 
Epoling heart, a {elf defending heart, ſuch a heart 
Chriſt knocks at, we read of the wicked, he 
ſtrengthens himſelf againſt the Lord, and that 
wile the ſtrong man armed keeps the Palace; his 
ut 8200ds are in peace. He keeps it as a Garriſon is 
ept, that hath the Gates ſhut day and night, Gs 
car 
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ſear of the entrance of the enemy, ſometimes it 
ſignifies to keep as a Priſon is kept , when they 
watch them; ſo poor Sinners are watcht by Satan, 
leaft they ſhould eſcape out of his Priſon-houfe , Þ þut 
by opening to Chriſt. wr 
The bolt of Obſtinacy is two fold. Wil 
1. A Bolt of obſtinacy upon the underſtanding, Þ all r 
2, Upon the will:until Chriſt unlock both thels ſhut 
there is no opening to Chriſt, therefore it is the Þ gur 
door, viz. The' will he would have opened, not ff byn 
only the underſtanding, which is the window, as Þ Des 
was hinted in the Explication of the Text: Þ ;nd: 
there muſt not only be truths propounded to Þ wil 
your underſtanding, but the efficiency of God to Þ like 
driwour will. | | 


1. There is. a bolt upon the underſtanding Wl Swi, 
therefore blinding, and hardening arc the ſame 
in ſcripture; and the reſt were blinded, but t | 4.” 
' ts read hardened : The Word ſignifies ( Caloſs Y whe 
durities ) a brawny hardneſs, O thus it is with I this 
Sinners, their judgements are lockt againſt Chriſt, 
by the blindneſs of their minds; cloſed eyes, and 
bard hearts go together, Afar.1 3. 15. The open- 
ing of the underſtainding is a great ſtop to the 0- 
pening of the heart to Chriſt, the underfiznding 
1s as the window of the houſe, that is ſhut until 
Chriſt openit,and little light appearing, it was no 
wonder,the heart lay fo ſluttiſhly, and was fo full 
of the deeds of darkneſs ( fays one ) it is obſer- 
vable in the Covenant of Grace, the mind is {aid 
to be renewed before the heart, Heb. 10. 8, 9. 
Fer. 31. 33. Grace ſlips down into the affe&ions, 
by the underſtanding. 
2. The bolt of Obftinacy is upon the will, ye 
will not comme to me, &c, I knew thou art Obſt-E 
nate, 
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nate, and thy neck an Iron Sinew, and thy Brow 
brafs,O now when the hand of Chriſtturns the key 
in the will of a Soul,it opens to himzthis receiving 
Chriſt is this opening to him, the underſtanding is 
but the out-work of the ſoul,which may be taken, 
and yet the will, this Royal Fort, ſtand out; the 
Will is the = Wheel of the Clock that turns 
allthe lefſef Wheels about after it; the Will is 
ſhut againſt Chriſt, when he comes to knock at 


ourdoors: it is ſaid of a ſervant of Satans, which John 8. 


by nature is all our conditions, the works of the 54: 
Devil he will do; take away Will ( ſays one ) 
andyou take away Hell. The Iron Gate of mans 
Will is far from opening of its own accord, it is 

like the ſtrong fort of Zzon in Jeruſalem, which 
Joſhua himlelf could not ſurprize,this our ſpiritu- 

al David -only could do —— Thus fays Mr. 
Swinnock. 


3. There is the Bolt of Infidelity upon the heart, 
when Chriſt comes to knock at it, and indeed 
this isno ſmall Bolt to lock out Chriſt, the 
Spring of this Lock goes hardly back, men are 
naturally ſaid to be concluded under unbelief,ſhut 
up under it as Priſoners ( #2 arca cuſtodie ) cloie 
Priſoners under lock and key, and fo indeed faith 
only lets out the ſoul unto Chriſt, ſo that opening 
toChrift, is believing in Chriſt, cloſing with 
Chriſt; alas he comes now to knock at the door 
ofanunbelieving heart,a hearr of unbelicf is ſofar 


"El from opening to Chriſt, that it is all for depart- 


ing from Chriſt ; Hardneſs of heart, and unbelicf 


9. gotogerher. He was grieved becauſe of the hard- 


nels of their unbelicf. 


- 4+ There is the Bolt of the Law, the Curſe - 
c 


He would ſip with'you, he would come and maintan 
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the Law upon a heart, when Chriſt firſt comes to 
knock at it, therefore we read of being ſhur up un- 
der the Law,kept under the Law,ſhutup into the 


Faith. ; 

1. Kept asa Town of Waris kept. 

2, Kept as Priſoners are kept fromſtirring a. 
broad- O poor ſouls cannot ſtir out to Chriſt, 
until Faith.im the Goſpel Covenant take them by 
the hand and lead them. The old Covenant 
keeps them {liut and bolted under their, doubts 
and objecions,-until Chriſt prevail with them in 
the way of the new Covenant to come to him; 


5. There is upon poor Sinners hearts, when 
Chriſt firt comes tos knock atthem , the Bolt of 
{mpudency, therefore we rcad of a hard and a 
impudent heart, pur together in the word, [mpu. 
dent, anc hard hearted: pvor Sinners if they had 


.any ſhame, would not let Chriſt ſtand without, 


year after year, 'and refuſe to: 6pen, they have 
made their faccs harder then a Rock ; viz. grow 
impudent-in {m, they can: fin-'and not bluſh. 0 
this keeps-out-Chriſt, to arrive at ſuch an height 
in fm, asis faidoffome, they were not aſhamed. 
Would not you have becn- aſhamed, any of you 
finnersto-havedealt thus with a friend, a neighbor, 
to let him:ſtand at the door and knock time after 
time, and none-to ſtir to the: door? put theſe now 
together, and fee if hearts be inot bolted againſ 
Chriſt, - when he comes-to' knock at them. 


4: Kriockivg,/amipties ſoine errand a Perfon hath 
to deliver, O- poor Sinners whert | Jefus -Chrilt 


comesto knock he hath an-errand to you, and 
would you know his errand? the Text tells you, 


Cow 


Ju, 
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(ommnion with you. O Sinners the errand is for 
your ſakes, not for his own, and will you let 
Chriſt go away without his errand ?' is this your 
kindneſs to your friend ? 

1. lt is an errand of the greateſt conſequence 
inthe world. A foul errand, the greater the er- 
rand, the more ready we are to-hearken to the 
Perſon that brings it. We read of the young Pro- 


that went to anoint Fehs, I have an errand to 


thee, O Captain, and Jeb faid unto him, which 
of us all? and he faid, unts thee, O Captain; ſo 
comes Chriſt ſaying and knocking,and calling out, 
| have an errand unto thee, O finger ; now 
we ſhould fay in an Ordinance, which of us O 
Lord? 'and would not he fay, unto thee O ſinner? 
0 thenariſe, and go into the houſe with him, its 
an errand of Eternal Conſequence } not about E- 
ſtates, and Corn, and Wane, and: Oyl, 'but your 
immortal precious fouls. 

2. It isan errand that muſt either be deliver- 

ed now or never, hearkned unto now or never;you 
muſt either hear what Chriſt hath to ſay to your 
ſouls-now, or elſe there will be no hope for you : 
what thou findeſft to do, do it with all thy might, 
for there is no work , nor no knowledge in the 
Grave whither thou goeſt; now isthe day of Sal- 
vation, negle& to hear Chriſt in this preſent now, 
and your Pals are undone for ever. 
"3, It is an errand the Father hath fent him, if 
? friend ſend one with an errand, we will enter- 
taimhim Kind]y;the Father ſent him, he came from 
above,&w often dortvhe tell ugof the Father that 
fenfhim,hebringsthis-errand from a dear friend 
of yours; therefore- open to bim, and give himen- 
tertairiment. | | 
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4. It is an errand you have long been'deaf un. 
to, he hath brought it many a time,and you haye 
ſaidas he did, come again to morrow, I will hear th 
it at a more convenient time; if one ſhould come 
of an errand time after time, and never find you} þ, 
within, he: would be weary at laſt, and forbear : 
O poorSinners ſo will Chrilt. 4 


5, It is anerrand in compaſſion to poor ſouls #;; 
here now, Sinners, come errands of nrercy, andffÞ 4. 
pity, but here will come errands of wrath andfſ ,. 
diſpleaſure, one day, ſuch errands as Ehud cameſj} ,,; 
to Eglon, which we read of, I have a feet er- up 
rand unto thee, and with that he ſtabbed him; ON ye, 
how ſad will this errand be ! O how terrible wa ;j; 
that errand,to Nabal of the deſtroyer coming gal 
upon him, and that to the fool in the Goſpel, ths y,, 
night ſhall they take a hy - ſoul: thus much} {he 
for what knocking do its 

1. It _——_ defiret& in the 

2. It implics importunity to get 1n. fol 

Þ ltjaplie the heart to be faſt bolted, A 

4+ It implies that. Chriſt hath an errand totheſh , 
foul. kno 


T oe _- Query to the proof of the Dottrine wil 
be this, how Chriſt knocks? 


1- The Lord Jeſus Chriſt knocks, inthe moti 
ons of his ſpirit, which ſometimes gives lowdet 
knocks, and calls at our doors, then at other 
times, forme whiles his knocks are Rronger, the 
at other ſeaſons, ſometimes he doth but whiſper, 
and ſometimes he cries aloud: alas how many ; 
poor ſouls that know not the knocks of Chriſt: 
that do not fay it is the voice of my Beloved, 
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that knocks, therefore the Spirit of the Lord is by 
way of Metaphor, called the hand of the Lord, 
the hand of the Lord carried me ( faith Ezekzel ) 
into the valley of Viſion. As a man knocks with his 
hand,ſo doth the Lord by the motions of the Spi- 
rit, at the door of poor Sinners; O poor ſouls 
do not you and [ know what theſe knocks mean? 
and why ſhould we keep him out, it is our dear 
friend, the Lord Jeſus that knocks : O how long 
ſhall we grieve the Spirit by quenching its moti- 
ons ? will the Spirit always ſtrive with man ? 
will the Spirit of God always move and breath 
upon ſuch hard hearts? you may poor Sinner, 
vex his holy Spirit, and they vexcd his holy Spi- 
rit and he became their enemy and he fought a- 
gainſt them. You maycauſe your friend to become 
your enemy by ſtanding out againſt the knocksof 
the Spirit, what if you ſhould by ſtanding againſt 
Its knocks, do deſpite to the Spirit of Grace ? O 
then you may look for vengeance from God, as it 
tollows in the Text. 


2. The Lord Jeſus knocks by the Werd,O what 
knocks doth the Word give at Simers hearts ? 
lometimes the inward voice of the Spirit knocks, 
and at other times - the outward voice of the 
Word knocks. In many an Ordinance how hath 
he beſeeched heart-room. of you, how hath he 
begged entrance? Alas what is the whole Go- 
lpel, but the entreaties of Chriſt to get into the 
hearts of poor Sinners? O how often hath the 
Lord ſent his ſervants to ſay I have an errand to 
thee poor ſoul, and unto thee poor foul : and it 
is from the God of Heaven, and he hath ſent me, 
by ſuch a word, to tell you, if you open not to 
Chriſt, you are undone for ever , if you get 

F not 
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not an intereſt in Chriſt, you are miſerable to all 
Eternity, by cloling with the Lord Jelus, you 
may be happy.Have you not oftner than once lelt 
theſe knocks? well , know this word that knocks 
at your doors now muſt judge you another day, 
The word that now you ſleight,and trample upon, 
muſt it upon you for life and death another 
day, therefore it is no trifling with Ordinances 
I will aſſure you, | 


3- The Lord knocks in the ſecret checks, and 
terrors of Conſcience, every check of Conſcience 
is a knock. O have riot your Conlciences ſaid 
many a time, to you, as God to Forah, doſt thou 
well to be angry. O finner doſt thou well to 
contniue in thy negleRs of Chriſt ? doſt thou well 
to haunt wicked and ſinful Company,to the hazard 
of thy Precious, and Immortall ſoul?how long will 
it be bctore thou forſakeſt the fooliſh and live. 
One calls the voice of Conſcience,Gods Eccho,& 
how often haſt thou heard it to thy terror, hath it 
not made many Sinners that would not hear in 
time, Magor Miſabib terrors to themſelves ? their 
very hearts have meditated terror. O now fouls 
you may leight it, and be deaf to it, but the day 
is comming , it will make you hear, and be a 
Bonarges to you, it will either be a Barnabas ( as 
1 may ſay ) or elſe a Boanarges, either preach 
Conſolation, to you, orelſe thunderout the wrath 
of God, againſt you, untill their be no remedy. 
Weread of the wicked man, a terrible Sound in 
his cars,a Sound of fears (it is read). Well poor 
Sinners open then to theſe checks and knocks 
betunes. 


4. The Lord knocks by Corre&tions, and - 
Flt 
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kind of knocking ſeems to be taken in by the 
Text, whom I love I Rebuke, Behold I ſtand at 
tae door , and knock. When the Lord brings 
afliftions into our houſes, he knocks at our 
hearts,theſe are loud knocks. Men ſomtimesknock 
with a Rod, as well as a hand. O how many Sin- 
ners have felt the knocks of the Rod,and yet have 
refuſed to open to the Lord Jeſus ! when he hath 
ſtood with his Rod, in his hand, and truly theſe 
are his laſt knocks, the laſt means he uſes to ger 
in, and if you ſtand out under Corre&ions, and 
| Bf zfflitions, then there is little hopes of ever ope- 
| ning to Chriſt. Then the Logd 1ays of ſuch Per- 
) I fons, you revolt more, and more, why ſhoujd you 
| Kbe ſmitten any more. How often haſt thou ſaid: 
1 After ſuch an afflition, you would open and alas 
1 {when God hath taken it off your Backs, have not 
, your hearts been as hard, and as much ſhut, as 
; [ever ? God looks that theſe Judgment-knocks 
ſhould be heard by Sinners. There is an outward 
knocking by Gods hand, and an inward knocking 
by terrors of Conſcience; therefore Aﬀflitions 
are called Gods hand, wnereby he knocks,and they 
re alſo called Gods ſtroaks, P/al. 32.4. 39. 
0. 11. 

5- The Lord knocks by his mercies. And will 
< cither Judgment-knocks nor mercies-knocks pre- 
th Fail with Sinners to open unto Chriſt. O what 
ly. ſvcct and ſoft knocks are theſe, why doth he ſpare 
| in Fou,give you your lives, while he {mites and cuts 
or own others, but that he would have you open 
ks Þnto him? That heart muft needs be hard that 

either Mercy nor Judgment will ſoften: fo cer- 
inly that heart is faſt ſhut that neither Mercy 
or Judgment vill open. | 


F2 Ap- 
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Application. $ 


Is it ſo that the Lord Jeſus Chriſt knocks at the ÞÞ is 
doors of poor Sinners? Then it doth inform us, | t! 

Firſt that hearts Kre naturally ſhut againt I « 
Chriſt. O the ſadneſs of our naturall eſtates anl hi 
Conditions to be ſhut againſt our beſt friend! | hi 
When Chriſt comes he doth not find a way open Þ 1{ 
into the. heart, but he makes a way. We are like | ar 
a Sepulchre with a ſtone rolled upon it, untill the 
Angel come downe, and roll it away. The ſtone 
of a hard heart is ppon us, untill he ſprinkle his | be 
Blood upon it,& {ſweetly break it,and melt it.OurY re 
hearts are compared in Scripture to an Adamant, W he 
which ſignifies infuperable, unconquerable; andl yo 
indeed lo they are, untill the great Conqueror offs fac 
hearts comes to put forth his Power,to make then ver 
willing. Sinners hearts are like Damels Den, af juſl 
oreat ſtone was laid upon the mouth of the Den, qui 
untill the Lord took it away, according to his} An 


Promile, 1 will take away a heart of ſtone. - 
the 

2. It informs _us of Chriſts love to poor Sin the 
ners, that he ſhould come and knock at their thy 
doors. O what Iove is this / why did he not pai are 
by , and lay let them alone, they are joined toff will 
Idols, why ſhould they be knockt upon, calledaniſQ an e 
more? They have refuſed ſo many formerly, | wil heaz 
never waſt more calls on them more. Free grac heay 


breath ſhall not beſpent in vain.O whartlove isthi 
to come to the door where ſuch a vile wrecheY . 5, 
Sinner dwells, and knock to be in. O how ſhoul poor 
this love make your hearts fly open on a {uddayſ} com 
to think of it! That a King ſhould come toFF to th 
poor ſmoaky beggers cottage to entreat Lodgins 
there! 
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3. It informs of Chriſts Condeſcention to poor 
Sinners. O what a ſtoop is this in the great God, 
to ſtand at the door of ſuch vile worms as we arc! 
is not this an unſpeakable humbling of himſelf? as 
the Pſalmiſt Expreſſes it. Well may poor ſouls 
cry out, What is man thou ſhou'd t be mindfull of 
him, that thou ſhouldſt magnike him, or ſet thy 
heart upon him: That the high and lofty one of 
iſrael, ſhould come downe to dwell with humble, 
and contrite hearts. 


4+ It informs us, how righteous the Lord will 
be in ſhutting out poor ſouls from heaven, who 
refuled to let him have enterance unto their 
hearts. Hath not he often knockt at the door of 
your hearts and you refuſed to open? with what 
face can you expect, he ſhould let you into hea- 
ven? O he will be clear when he Judges, and 
juſtified when he ſpeaks. It is obſerved(when Paul 
quotes that place out of the Plalmes) he reads it, 
And might overcome when thou art judged. God 
will overcome poor ſouls, will be overcome in 
the Court, and have not one word to ſay againſt 
the Lord, but juſt, and Righteous art thou, in all 
thy ways,thou art Righteous, but we are wicked, 
arenot my ways equall, faith the Lord? the Lord 
will appear to your own ſouls, and fay, is it not 
an £quall thing, you would not let him into your 
hearts, that he ſhould not let you into his 
heaven ? 


5. It informs us of the way of Cariſt, and the 
poor ſouls meeting. Firſt Chriſt comes to it, he 
comes firſt, and knocks, he is the firſt in his motions 
to the ſoul, he is the firſt mover , who loved us 


firſt. © whata groſs miſtake is it, to think the 


loul 
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foul firſt looks afterChriſt.I ſaw thee in thy blood, 
and ſaid unto thee live. 

The 2d. Uſe. 1, is it ſo that Jeſus Chriſt ſtands 
and knocks at the door? then it is a word of Ex- 
hortati n to poor ſouls. 

Firſt to know the knocks of Chriſt. The Spoule 
was well acquainted with his knock, that ſhe 
cryed out, Ir is the voice of my Beloved that 
knocks? ſome take that word to be meant of 
knocking by afflictions, yet how ever it was her 
mercy,ſhe knew Chriſt's voice in them.A Learned 
Expoſitor taks this to be the Perſecution of Cor- 
ftantins after Conſtantines death , when was the 
Church ſleeping time by the great Preferments 
beſtowed upon her, and aſter this came the Per- 
ſecution, and Apoſtacy of Ful:an. Now theſe rere 
Chriſts knocks, yet the poor Spouſe knew them 
to have Chriſts voice in them, O that fouls would 
hear-the voice of the Rod he knocks withall at 
their doors: to get in ! ſay of the Lords Corrctti- 
ons, the hand ſeemes to be rough, and hairy, but 
it is Facobs voice. O but it is Jeſus voice, for all 
the hand ſeems to be Eſar's. 


How may we diſcern, and know the knocks 
of Chriſt ? 

1.Thte knocks of Chriſt are many times without 
the Creatures fore-thought, or ExpeRations. He 
comes ſuddenly often to knock at our doors. O 
what a ſudden knock was that.Or ever was aware 
my ſoul was as the Chariots of Amimadab. 
( Hebr, ſays one) I knew not before I knew, it 
was 1{o unexpeed, ſhe was a Garden ot nuts, 
before nuts for hardneſs. Thus it is with apoor ſoul; 
when the Lord comesto knock at the doors all on 


2 ſudden, the ſoul hears one knock, and tarts up 
4$ 


Sc 


as the Spouſe inthat Text ſeemest6 do, It is the 
voice of my Beloved ſpeaking, like one that on 
a ſudden ſtarted up. The knocks of Chriſt come 
upon the ſoul, in way of furprize. | 

2. The knocks of Chriſt are power{'ull.It is true 
they are not powerful in ſome, he knocks to ope- 
ning in ſome, and not others, he knocks down all 
oppoſition, before him, as all opened before the 
Angel, that led Peter out of the Priſon. Have you 
felt them? the knocks of Chrjſt are felt things. 
Chriſt knockt, and O how powerfull was it ts the 
Spouſes heart. While Chriſt often knocks, he gives 
power to the ſouls within to open, as when he 
called Lazarus, come forth, he gave Power to 
obey, it is a day of Gods power, 'when a day of 
his knocking. 


3. The knocks of Chriſt, thou maiſt know them, 
they are ſuch knocks as ſtir thy ſoul with delires, 
to open. When Satan knocks,it is to fit till. Is all 
ſtill within f are their no Endeavours , no deſire 
to come to the door to open? I doubt then thy 
Soul knows not the knocks of Chriſt, for Chriſts 
knocks are Excitations to the Soul. Is there no 
riſing to open? I roſe to open to my Beloved, 
ſhe knew the knock of Chriſt, which put her 
upon it, 


4. The knocks of Chriſt awaken the ſoul. All 
within are aſleep, of a dead ſleep untill Chriſt 
come to knock, and the ſoul gets up. All are in 
the Bed of carnall Security, as the Spouſe. O but 
now the ſoul gets up, 1 roſe to open which argues 
ſhe was now awakned, though of lateaſlcep, What 


is the language of Chriſts knocks to a ſleepy foul? rph. 
awake thou that ſleepeſt, and riſe ſrom the dead, 14. 5. 
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and Chrit ſhall give thee light. How is it within? 
js all awake and up? though it may be thou haſt 
not yet opened unto Chriſt, it argues thou haſt 
known the knocks of Chriſt. com 


5- The knocks of Chriſt follow the foul, He Fitis 
doth not give a knock, and away, if none open WofP 
to him immediatly,but he ſtands at the door, and 
knocks, as a nan knocks a little, and gives over l 
again, to Tee if any rile to open; if none come, I aſſu 
then he knocks again. So doth the Lord , he I have 
knocks, O but he gives over a little, he ſtands at I brin 
the door he is not gone, if thou open not, he will I fron 
knock again, have not you found it fo with you ? I days 
Are not the knocks of Chriſt that have been at the WW alre 
doors of your hearts many years ago, of late 
come on again? O admire the Lord ſhould give 2, 
over 29. years it may be, and knock again! the {Wretu: 
knocksof the Lord follow poor fouls, that he MW Chri 
will have open to him, from Ordinance to Ordi- the | 
nance, and Providence to Proyidence, and duty I he 
to duty, and day to day. ; knoc 


6. The knocks of Chriſt are diſquieting things. 3. 
Poor Sinners.it is a bleſſed mercy to have your I with 
curled peace diſquieted, is all quiet within? Jt is I buth 
to be feared the Lord Jeſus knocks not there, is I be t 
allat Peace? O this is a fign the ſtrong man Fſheay 
armed keeps the Pallace! Men that would ſleep I greit 
cannot endure to be diſturbed, . but now the 
knocks of Chr:{t diſturb the falſe peace of the. . 4- 
Soul. Enquire now whether you know the knocks If toket 
of Chriſt orno? | 


to int 


Second Branch of the Exhortation. O then poor - 
wor FE 


Souls do not refule his knocks! O ſtand them 
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rot out as you love your ſouls! ſee that you 
refuſe. not him that ſpeaketh from Heaven : 
ſhift him not off ( as the word is ). O donot lay 
come again to morrow, do not ſay, Lord, I will 
ope1 to morrow, O hearkento his voice while 
itis day and harden not your hearts as in the day 
of Provocation. 


1. Refule not preſent knocks, you cannot 
aſſure, when one is palt your ſouls {hall ever 
have another. Who knows what to morrow may 
bring forth? whether the Lord may not be gone 
from thy door, or no, having ſtood fo» many 
days, nights, and months and years there 
alrcady. 


2. Refuſe not preſent knocks. Every knock 
refuſed,your heart is faſter bolted againſt Jetus 
Chriſt. The more guilt is cncreaſed, the more is 
the door bolted, and O how will thy Guilt 
be increaſed, by this Retfuſall of Preſent 
knocks / 


3- Refuſing preſent knocks, will cauſe future 
withdrawments. I roſe to open to my Beloved, 
but he had withdrawn himſelf. And for you to 
be the caule of theſe withdrawments , will weigh 
heavy upon your precious ſouls , and fee what 
preite of ſoul this put her to, 


, 

4. Refuſe not preſent knocks, they are love 
tokens to your precious ſouls, tokens of good 
will, how gladly he would be in. He comes like 
a Beloved, and Suiter at your doors and knocks 
to intimate to you, his great affections he hath 
lor you, and can you find in your hearts to __ 

re 
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the knocks of this Beloved. Ifhe once turn his 


back on you, you may be long enough it may he 
ere he will trouble you again. 


5. Refuſe not = knocks. You will never hear 
forget theſe refuſals to all eternity. O the doleful 

notes that ſuch ſouls will howl out and mourn 
out in Hell another day ! This damned wretched 
hardheart of mine was once knockt at,nay many 
time, nay many Ordinance, when I was in the *P** 
land of the living, O what loud knocks did Chrit if $'""* 
give ! what ſweet calls under my window! at my 
door! but O curſed wretch that I was, and that 
I am, and that I ſhall be to all Eternity ! I bolted |} **'© 
the door againſt my Bleſſed Saviour. _ 


6- Refuſe not preſent knocks, it will bring on heir 
Judiciall hardneſs, and when the ſoul is under this 
Bolt, it is ſealed for the Pit, Hardneſs of heatY,.- 
upon the door, then it is ſealed up for miſery, and 
condemned already.Now thy Damnation fleepeth 
not. Hardneſs of heart, isa peace of Hell already 
ſeiſed upon thee. My People would have none«f 
me, and what then? So he gave them up to their 
own hearts luſt. Your Refuſall of Chriſt, Sioners, 
will cauſe him to paſs an a& of Tradition upon 
you,ſo he gave them up,and this is but a Prodrone 
of your Eternal miſery, a foreunner of your re- 
jeion by the Lord, to all Eternity. 


3. Uſe.1 is it fo that the Lord Jeſus ſtands,and 
knocks? O then it is of Caution. Take heed then 
of cauſing the Lord to ceaſe knocking, this is the 
firſt Caution (1) Take heed of cauſing the Lord 
to pul in that hand, with which he knocks = 

o0rs 
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doors. O many Sinners have done ſo, have 
ho Provoked the Lord to give over. 


It. will be queried , when do we thus occa- 


ſion the Lord to give over knocking at our 
hearts ? 


Firſt when we tir not , though he knocks 
Who would not go away when they know, nay 
; | bear perſons are within, and yet none ſtirs to 
Fe open. O that was a ſad Complaint , And none 
ſtirred up himſelf to lay hold of God. Would it 
yy 0ot provoke us to call on perſons and they fay 
"WY ve come ? a Servant and he ſays he comes, and 
ed {ever ſtir one foot be!ore another. Thus do many 
© poor fouls with Jeſus Chriſt, when he knocks, 
and calls, they ſay, they come they come, but yer 
te in thy Bed of carnall caſe, and Sceurity. 


2, When we hear not. Some are 1o far from 


at... <* 
nd firing to open, that they hear him not knock. 
+ (ur deafnels may as well occaſion his with draw- 
Gy ment, as our ſlothfullneſs. What is the reaſon of 


bur deafneſs but the hardneſs of our hearts ? It is 
id of thoſe Jews, their hearts were as adamants, 
and they refuſed to hear, and puld away their 
houlders and ſtopt their ears that they ſhould 
lot hear; therefore came upon them great wrath 
om the Lord of Hoſts,therefore as he cryd and 
y would not hear.So they crydand I would nop 
r,faith the Lord o* Hoſts. O how 1ad is this to 
de deaf to the knocks of Correction, to the 
nocks of Reprehenſions, to the knocks of Spiri- 
he $oall motions ! 


3. We occaſion him to withdraw, when we fit 
own, after bath hearing, and ſtirring, and yet 
| we 


Objett, 


Aiſw. 
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we ſit down on our feats again, as we had fÞ upc 
ncver heard, and never ſtirred. Some poor Souls ÞÞ the 
heave, and ftir, and come to thedoor, and yet att 


go. back again, never open, O this muſt need; | ope 
be a great Provocation. They {ay after all this, a I his 
little more ſleep, a little more ſlumber, a little per 
more folding of the hands together. Thus the Þ and 
Spouſe heard his knocks, and his calls, but made tell 
Excuſes, I have put off my Coat ( which fays an he! 
excellent Expoſitor) may be taken, either of the | ded 
inner coat of SanQification, and holy duties Kir 
2.0r the outward coat of Chriſts Rightcouſnck © ſhu 
which covers both our perſons, and performances, ſ a pt 
Now theſe were much put off , much laid aſide, MW the! 
and how ſhall I put it on? O ſhe had no mind reb 
recoll& her ſelf andlook after her loſt Commu. tic! 
nion, and affeftion to her Beloved ! and tha 
Chriſt was provoked to a withdrawment. c 
4- We Occaſion Chriſt to withdraw knocking, ſ not 
when weopen a little to him,butlet not our hearts} you 
ſtand wide open, there muſt be opening wide, I hea 
2. Standing open, we muſt open wide for this The 
King of Glory, this is the enlarging of the hearyſſ hea 
when thou ſhalt enlarge my heart. Alas many ſoubÞ Lift 
do but half open, that Chriſt gets but half in, way 


he is preſt in the door: and then he will be gone, iſ Gov 
there is not room for him , to come in, ( not i} lin, 
any manopen alittle, but open) and alſo others wit! 
{hat them again, they ſtand open no longer ten 
then an Ordinance, but they world comes or ſome 
Beloved Sin comes , and cloſes them again | #7 
this a great provocation to him. whe 
doo 
5. We Occaſion him to withdraw from our ſoul 
doors, when we indent and article with him, be this 
fore we open, unto him, There is a Temptation ture 


up 
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upon ſouls at their firſt opening to Chriſt, and 


they ſee. it not(viz. )they will article with Chrift, 
at the door, What Terms they muſt have, if they 
open to him ( I mean ) when they look more at 
his Retinue that come along with him, than his 
perſon, more eying the train, than the King Open 
and the King of Glorywill come in. He doth not 
tell you of his Benefits, but of his Perſon, though 
he never comes alone, always honourably atten- 
ded, yet he will have Souls refer all to him. If a 
King ſhould come to a City, whole Gates were 
ſhur againſt him, and they indent with him, what 
a provocation would this be for the King to 1poil 
them of their Charter,and priviledges, when they 
rebelliouſly ſhut the gates,and then conclude Ar- 
ticle ? 


6. We Occaſion him to withdraw, when we do 
rot cheerfully embrace him into our hearts. Be 
you lifted up you Everlaſting doors, lift up your 
heads, O ye Gates, and it is twice in that Text. 
The Lord would have us open with lifted up 
heads , which is a poſture of joy and gladnels, 
Lift up your heads, Redemptiondraws nigh. The 
way to open to Chriſt Souls, is not to hang 
down your heads, in a way of Iggal ſorrow for 
lin, but to come to cloſe with him by believing, 
with a lifted up head, and heart, rejoycing in his 
tenders, of his tree abſolute promiſes. 


7. We occaſion him to withdraw his knocking, 
when we fix a note of unworthineſs upon the 
door, to limit, or check his free acceſs into our 
ſouls, fo ſet up or claim up. Now ſuch anote as 
this, here dwells a poor unworthy Sinner, and 
lurely Chriſt will have his Gueſts —_—_ 

e 


Luk. 21, 
28, 


Ezck. 16. 
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he comes to Sup with them. Now this eclipſes his 
free Grace, as he comes not in for thy wor. 
thineſs, ſo he will not ſtay without, becauſe of 
thy unworthineſs. To ſay this in unbelief, Lord / 
am not wortby thou ſhouldeſt come under my rof, 
this will trouble Chriſt,it is he himſelf by coming 
that makes thee worthy ? 


8.We may Occſiaon him to withdraw,by ſtanding 
out, by being againſt opening, to him for want of 
Qualifications,and Preparations Will he come in. 
to anunprepared houſe,& heart?is this good man- 
ners to invite him into a houte neither {wept , nor 
garniſhed ? ſee that caſe of the Infant, we read of Þ— 
all it's comlinels , all it's beauty, followed, upon 

the Lord entring into a Covenant with it. Then Wit a; 
waſhed I thee with water,yetl throughly waſhed WY fo 
away thisBlood from thee and aniointedthee with 
oy. None of theſe were done before entring into 
Covenant, Chriſt makes his own Spoule beautiful, 
and fair, by marrying of her. The want of Qua- 
lifications, hindring cloſing a&ts of faith with 
Chriſt, is that which may cauſe Chriſt to with- 
draw his knocks. 


2. Branch of the Caution is, this, not onely 
to take heed leaſt we cauſe him to withdraw 
2- Take heed if he knock at our doors, that 
wedo not entertain groundleſs jealouſie of Chriſt, 
which may hinder us from opening. O ſays the 
ſoul but I am affraid, he will not come into my 
foul ; fo much fin, ſo much unbelief, ſo much 
corruption lodged in my heart. O poor foul, 
why doth he ſtand then, nay knock, and call? 
do you think he mocks you * Would not you be 
aſhamed, to knock at a neighbours door, and 
run 
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run away when you have done and had no 
buſineſs there. Can you find in your hearts to 
wrong the Lord Jelus ſo much, as to think he 
hath nothing to do with that heart,at whoſe door 
he knocks. May not I ſay to ſuch jealous fouls : 
the prophet ſaid to them, How can you live ii - 
pine away in your Iniquities ? ſo how cau 
live,poor ſouls if you pine away in your” jealoulics 
[fyour Deare Lord Jeſus ? 


f Thus much for the third Obſervation 
upon ther Text. 


| — — 


n We are come now to the 4th Obſervagpn we raiſed 
from the Words, Rev. 3. 20, 21. 
0 


That the Lord Feſus Chrift will not refuſe to enter 
, I into the vileſt Sinner that opens to him, If any 
- | 1a open unto me, though be be never ſo vile, 4 
n Wl poor wretch, 


F we do but ſeriouſly ponder, and conſider , 
who theſe were ofwhomit is ſpoken, it clearly 
inces the point. See what ſad Epithites, and 
araRers the Holy Ghoſt gives them, what can 
faid worſe of thy ſoul ? art thou worſe, than 
liſerable ? worſe than wretched ? worſe than 
lnd? worſe then naked? yet if any ſuch will 
pen to me, I will enter in, but if a poor ſoul 
ould ſay, my caſe is yet worſe , I am all theſe 
nder Profeſſion,and is it not this a high Aggrave: 
on of fin ? ſo were they, yet if any of theſe 


lind, and naked profeſſors, will open to me, then 
there 


«"<z . 


» we Aw ro 


*w 


—_ =: 
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there are profeſſors, yea Church members, that} as 
are wretched, and milerable ſouls. " 
of 


Se for the proof of this truth, that glorious bo 
word, I will inno wife caſt out, thoſe that come Lo 
unto me. Here are three things in the Text, very { for 
incouraging. bli 

1. The receiving. Such is the will of kis father, I his 
and he will be faithfull to the truſt the Father no, 


John. 7. 
37s 


hath committed to him. blo 
2, He muſt inno wile dv it not by any means, : 
what ever Ido 1 muſt not do thar. ſpe 


3. Wholoever comes. The coming ſoul, it i; the 

not {aid whoever runs to me,but coms; running i hel 

a higha& of faith, but coming is a low a of faith, like 
Promiſes are madeto the loweſt atof faith.though fol 

a poor foul &me but to Chriſt rumblivg in re we! 

duſt of it's own unworthinels it is welcome, Helv ope 

loved the world that he gave his anly Begotta of t 

John3.18. $9n that whoſoever, believes in him might not cha 
eriſh: whoſoever, let him be the Greateſt, anl and 


p 
PL.68- 18. viteſt Sinner, did not he receive gifts for men,je herc 


for the Rebellious allo ? lee 1 
2 

Firſt what is meant by Opening to Chriſt, If any io! 
man open unto Mme. ſom 
trut 


Firſt there is an Opening of the underſtandingWthey 
for darknefs and blindnefs is upon the mind, andight 
underſtanding, untill the Lord come and open itiſi 
Not only the door is ſhut,but the window is ſhut, 
as it was before the Creation; Darkneſs was upo! 
the face of the deep, ſo it is here, till the Lord 
ſay,Let there be light. We read of the God of 

2 Cor.4-3 world, blinding the minds of men, 


Firſt there is a natural blindneſs, we are all 
Us 


lat 


Jing, 
and 
1 1tl 
hut, 
170k 
,ord 
F the 


all N 


U 
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as ſpiritually born blind, and fo it is ſaid of theſe 
Laodiceans , they were blind, therefore we read 
of Chriſts eye-falve: Phyſitians deſpair if men be 
born blind, of doing them any good ; but our 
Lord Jeſus doth not to. It is ſtoried ot one of the 
fouldiers that run at Chriſt with his ſpear, he was 
blind, and that the blood of Chriſt ſprung up on 
his eyes, and cured him, whether that be true, or 
no, I know not, I am ſurethis is, that Chriſts 
blood is excellent eye-ſalve. 

2, This is a judicial blindneſs, the Prophet Eſau 
ſpeaks of it, leaſt they ſee with their eyes, now 
the poor creature is an idol though a Proteffor, 1%. 6. i 


he hath eyes and ſees not. We read of ſome that Rom. 11. 


lixed not to retain God in their knowledge, and ©? 
ſo God gave them up, that their fooliſh hearts 
were darkned, but now when the heart comes is 
open to Chriſt,its opening begins here, this is one 
of the out rooms of the ſoul, this. is the upper 
chamber of the ſoul, and ſometimes he ſtays here, 
and gets no further, but yet the Lord begins 
here and lets inlight into the underſtanding, to 
lee the darknels and doleful ſtate of the ſoul. 

2. There is an opening of the will, and the affe- 
Qions,this is the opening of the door. We read of 2, 10. 
ſome that received truth, but not with love to 
truth : here was the underſtanding opened, but 
thewill and the affetions ſtood out, but now when 
light gets into the heart, we read of light ſhining 
into dark hearts, not into their heads, but hearts, 
as ſoon as it lights,then the doors of the houſe are 
opened, when the light ſhone about Paul, then 
he cried, What wilt thou have me to do ? then 


now Chriſt enters the ſoul. Fhis recciving Chriſt 


and openingto Chriſt is all one,he came to his own 
G and 


I Theſ, 2, 


1 Cor,4.6 


he will flies open, this is called receiving Chriſt , J0Þ" 1+ 9+ 


ct Y wa” hd \ y I" 5th. v as. 44 
k . —_ 


C01.2.6. the Lord Jeſus Chriſt ſo walk you in him. 

This is the opening to him, by believing, there. 
fore we are ſaid to believe with the heart. Igno- 
rance ſhuts Chriſt out of the underſtanding and 
unbelicf ſhuts him out of the will. Now wholoever 
lets the will open by believing to let me in, and 
take poſſeſſion oſhis ſoul, I will come in unto 
him. —_— the keys toChriſt, as a man that 
takes poſſeſhon hath the keys of every room given 
him, and he walks from room to room, ſo doth 
faith ſurrender up all to Chriſt, Chriſt is ſaid 
therefore to dwell in our hearts by faith. 

Secondly. We muſt inquire what is meant by 
Chrifts entring the ſoul; He will come in to him, 
&c. Where the ſoul opens, Chriſt enters. 

1. He enters the heart to dwell there, not to 

If-57415- ay there,not only for a while, for a ſupper time, 
but to tarry, as aninhabitant in the houſe, nota 
a ſtranger; therefore poor humble ſouls are {aid 
to be Gods homes, he dwells in ſuch, I will dwel 
in you. Therefore believers are faid to be the 

Eph.2.22, habitation of God through the Spirit,what is there 
you may ask in Chriſts entring the foul to dwel 
in it. 

1. He is Maſter, where he is Poſſefſor, as 1 
man in his houſe is Maſter. O ſays a poor foul, | 
have many Lording and Prevailing corruption 
in my heart,other Lords have dominion over you: 
I cannot maſter my pride, my paſhon, my pre 
fumpruous fins, O poor ſoul, Jetus Chriſt if thou 
open unto him, he will come in, andcaft themal 
out: when he enters, he commands the unclean 
ſpirir to come out of the ſoul, he is Lord to beat 
rule ih his own houſe. 


2. A marrin his own houſe gives laws a = 
ers 


and his own received him not, as ye have received 
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Ty 
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ders, to be obſerved, ſo when Chriſt comes toen- 
ter the heart, he gives laws, then he writes his 
law in the heart, and the poor ſinner obſerves his 
ſtatutes, todo them. O ſaith the poor ſoul,there 
is a law of fin that rules and prevails, O bur Te- 
ſus Chrift will race out that law when he enters, 
he now enters as law-giver, this law ttow becomes 
the law of the inward man. 

3. A man in his houfe loves to have all 
agcmey and in order, ſo doth Chrift,he will 
hot have a diſorderly houfe. O what confuſion is 
there in the heart before Chriſt enters the ſoul ! 
Nothing but diſorder in the affeions, ind all the 
faculties or their foul, they deing miſplaced, ſet 
uponunſuitable objeQs, but row Chriſt puts all 
into order. 

4. A man in his houſe loves to be at peace ; 
not diſturbed, fo when Chriſt Jeſus enters the 
houſe, he brings peace with him, wheri the Dif- 
ciples enitred they faid peace be to this houſe, he 


the King of Salem, King of Peace. 1. He com- Heb; 7:24 


mands it. 2.He creates it, He creates the fruits of 
the lips, Peace, Peace. O whata hell is a poor 
finners heart for terror, and darkneſs until Chriſt 
enter it, and O then what a heaven is it, he com- 
mands it, as he commanded light to ſhine out of 
darkneſs, fo he commands the light of comfort 
to ſhine into diſconſolate and dark hearts, He faid 
let there be light and it was ſo,his words are(Y+r- 
ba Creativa. ) 

5- A man in his houſe takes much delight, ſo 
when Chriſt enters the ſoul , he doth much 
delight in it, I will come unto him, as a token of 
his complacency he will fup with the poor foul, 


therefore his delights is with the ſons of men, re- Proy.' s; 


joycing in the habitable partsof the earth. 1. He 30. 
| G 2 de- - 


LI. 20, 


37s» 
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delights in the prayers of the upright. 2. He de- 


Prov. 15.8 lights in the Perſons, or rather, 1. In the Perſons 


firſt, then theit Prayers. 

2. By Jelus Chriſts entring, and coming in, is 
underſtood, an union of friendſhip. The Text is 
an alluſion to friends that have a firm union of af- 
fetion one to another, and ſup together, {6 
the Lord Jelus Chriſt comes in as friend, to 
thy poor foul, it may be thou haſt taken him for 
an enemy, but he is a friend, now communion 
follows union, and ſupping follows entring, ſo that 
hereis reconciliation init,he enters,asmadefriends 
with a poor ſoul, that was an enemy before, he 
coms as one reconciled to thy poor ſoul,all contro- 
verſies that lay twixt him and thy poor ſoul are 
taken up. We read of covenants of friendſhip, by 
eating and drinking together.So Iſaac and Abim:- 
lech ( Gen, 28.) The Perſians uſed to contraft 
friendſhip snter vinum & epulas ( Herodotwlays ) 

3. He comes into the ſoul as a bridegroom, fo 
it. notes marriage union, ( it isanalluſion ) to the 
Jewiſh ſuppers. The Lord Jeſus will marry that 
foul that opens unto him. Opening is the fouls 
cloſing with Chriſt, Chriſts coming in is the Lord 
marrying it, and ſupping is the Lord commu 
nicating his love, giving to the foul his loves, 1o 
it is a marriage union betwixt the ſoul and Chriſt. 
Now the opening ſoul is the Lords Beulah (viz.) 
married to the Lord, theſe things are underſtood 
by his coming in. 

Firſt Reaſon why the Lord will not refuſe to 
enter the vileſt ſoul, that opens to him, becauſe 
this is the will of his Father,that whoſoever comes 
unto me, let him be never 10 vile, and unworthy, 


Job, 6.36, I muſt not caſt them of, Whoſoever believes on him 


might not periſh, The Son ſands much upon - 
wi 
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will of his Father, alas this is the great truſt the 
Father hath put him upon; and as faithful to his 
truſt, he is engaged to come off honourably, his Joh. :.19. 
£ {truſt is to be, the receiver of ſouls, that come un- 
to him, that open to him, for coming, and belic- 
ving, and opening are all one, (in the dialect of 
jr ſtheWord ), it would then be unfaithfulneſs in 
Chriſt, ifhe ſhould refuſe the opening ſoul. 

2. Reaſon = the Lord will not reſuſe to en- 
1; ter the vileſt ſoul, that opens tohim, becauſe this 
ve Nis the end of Chriſts coming into the world, Inthe 
o. I Volum of thy Book I come to do thy will, 0 
re (God. Now this will was (you have heard ) the 
Y receiving poor ſouls, therefore our Lord doth fo Heb. 10,7 + 
i. ouch inliſt upon that, This is thewill of him that 
@ ſent me, that every one that believeth on the Son, 
;) (ſhould have lite, he {ent me for this end and pur- 
pole ; We read of Chriſt in his Genealogy came 
of ſtained and blemiſhed perſons, and families, as,.. . . 
Rahab, and Thamar ( to note ſays one )- Chriſt hi 
came of inners, Xahab was an harlot, and Ruth a 
ſtranger, andas their husbands took them being 
{o, fo Chriſt hath taken to himſelf the Gentil-s. 
Ruth was a very poor perſon, yet Boaz did not 
celpiſe her for her poverty,nor for the wickedneſs 
oithe countrey z no more doth Chriſt deſpile r1hycc;y;. 
poor beggarly Gentiles, { thus another. ) He ſoſtom up- 
ceme to ſave ſinners of whom I am chief. on it, 

3- This is the Tenure of the Commiſſion given 
0the Miniſtry of the new Teſtament, Go and 
Preach the Gofpel to every creature, ( viz.) to the 
'orlſt of ſinners, to poor Gentiles , which the 
ews thought were not worthy of the name ofyar.1s. 
Mmen, but accounted them doggs; Yet let the 15. 

olpel be Preached to ſuch, tell them if they will 
pen toChriſt,he will come into them, and ſu 

G 3 wit 
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Cant, 2. 
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with them. The Lord you ſec hath laid in proyi- 
fion againſt poor {inners objections, in coming tg 
Chriſt, what though you be but creatures in your Þ ear 
apprehenſion, dare not, being ſo ſenſible of your ÞÞ ten 
own unworthirels, account your ſelves men, but Þ eye 
doggs. Yea David, How fooliſh and ignorant an BY Ch 
I, even as a beaſt, before thee, yet youare in the hex 
commiſſion of the New Teſtament Miniſtry. ſpe 
4 Jeſus Chriſt will not refule entring into the I por 
vileſt ſinner when he opens to him, becauſe this I not 
will put Zgreater glory and beauty upon his grace, | he: 
that where fin hath abounded even inſuch hearts, © thi 
he ſhould caule grace to abound, yea much more 
to abound. God doth not only love to give grace, 
but to ſet it off. Now how gloriouſly is grace: 
oft, that Jeſus Chriſt will come _ enter, and | 
dwell where Satan had his Throne ? That where MW ful 
the Devil and unclean ſpirits took up their habits MW 1. 
tions, there Jeſus Chriſt ſhould take up his, may © tha 
not every poor foul ſay in this caſe as he did,/a I 1nti 
not worthy thou ſhouldeſ? come under my roof, {uch: W ma 
vile wretch as I have been, and enter into my dif 
heart. O how it fills the heart with admiration! ch; 
Whence is this that the Mother of my Lord of 
ſhould come to me ! ſo ſays a poor ſoul, of the] hol 
Lord Jeſus, How is it, Lord,thou ſhouldſt mani hat 
teſt thy ſelf to me, and not to the reſt of the iro 
world. the 
 5- Becauſe ſuch poor ſouls ſee their need off of. 
cloling with him, none will open unto him, but Gwe 
ſuch as ſee their need of him, tee they are undone po. 


for ever, if they miſs of him, and ſuch a convitt-J tin 
on and frame of heart doth exceedingly take with 2 
Chriſt, he loves to have ſinners cry out of theirſ "1 
undoneſtate. \\ e read of the Spouſe in the ſecret the 


place of the Stairs, and yet her voice {weet 
Rc” Though 
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Though a poor ſoul, be in a hole crying to the 


Lord for pardon, under the ſenſe of condemnati- 
an, and a loſt condition,O thisis muſickto Chriſts 
ear ! ſuch a voiceis ſweet, and though the coun- 
tenance of ſuch a poor ſoul be like Leah all blear- 
eyed with tears, yetthis countenance is comely in 
Chriſts eyes, for he ſees not as man ſees, I have 
heard Ephraim bemoaning himſelf , &c. God 
ſpeaks of it, as much taken with it. O when your 


poor fouls deſire to open to Chriſt, only you can- Je7-3!- 
not but cry out,Here is a wretched heart, a vile 18, 19. 


heart, an unclean houſe for him to come into; O 
this moves Chriſt ſo much the more ! 


Application, 


Is it ſo that the Lord Jeſus Chriſt will not re- 
fule to enter the vileſt ſoul, that opens' to him. 
1.Then it is a word of infor mation. 1.1t informs us 
that the grace of Chriſt is free, if he would enter 
nto ſuch ſouls.O poor ſinners nothing will ſooner 
make the doors of your hearts fly open, than the 
diſcoverys of free grace, this will be as oyl to the 
chariot wheels of your affe&ions, this is the oyl 


of myrrh. Chriſt when he puts his hand in at the Cant. 5. 
hole of the do or, leaves ſome myrrh upon the 526+ 


handles of the lock, whicti makes the ſoul riſe 
from its bed of ſloth, to open to Chriſt, as it did 
the Spouſe; this makes the ſoul like the chariots 
of Aminadab, or ever you were aware, this is the 
ſword that is anointed with balſome whenit ſinites; 
poor ſinners, it wounds, and heals all at the ſame 
time. 
- 2.Itinforms us how clear the Lord Jeſus will be, 
in the condemning of non-opening ſouls Will not 
the Lord ſay to ſuch, thy deſtruRion, anddamna- 
G4. tion 
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tion is of thy ſelf?-I knockt, but thou wouldeſt ng: 
open, and arenot you herein inexcuſable O (in. 
ners, who have: ſtood out ſo many knocks of 
Chriſt? 

3. It informs us of the miſtakes of many poor 
ſouls, that cry out Chriſt will not open to them, 
they are ſo vile, and ſo wretched, ifany man open 
to me, let him be what he will, if he open once, 
can you be worſe than thele Laodiceans? 

O but ſays a poor foul, my caſe is worſe than 
a poor linners caſe at firſt, I thought once I had 
opened to Chriſt, and cloſed with Chriſt, but now 
upon cloſe ſearch , and ſcrutiny, I find it other 
wiſe. 

Poor foul! fo it was with this Church,they were 
under great miſtakes of their conditions, as any of 
you can be, thou ſayeſtthou haſt need of nothing, 
and the had need ot every thing, ſhe ſet a greater 
rate of herlelf, than the market of Chriſt afforded 
her, yet Chriſt would not rcſuſeto entcr into ſuch 
louls. 

O but ſays another poor ſoul, 1 am fo dead 


| hearted,and lukewarm in the things of God,l have 


no life, nor zcal for Chriſt, | find my heart ſtand 
neuter in the things of Chriſt. 

O poor ſoul to it was with this poor Church, 
thou art neither hot,nor cold,l will therefore ſpue 
thee out of my mouth, yet Chriſt was at her door, 
and calls to get in. 

O but ſays another poor ſoul, come into me? [ 
have no entertainment for Chriſt,] am poor, here's 
nothing for Chriſt, but a poor wretched foul, art 
thouſenſible of thy m_— ? 

Such a people were theſe Laodiceans, Thou art 
poor, then ſhe had no entertainment for Chriſt, 
no he expeas nothing but opcning, he brings his 
e own 
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own cheer along with him, I will ſupwith him, he 
comes to entertain thee, and thus I might go over 
all your Obje&tions; 

Second Uſe, Then it is a word of Counſelland 
Exortation to poor ſinners, to open to Chriſt, if he 
will not refuſe to enter,do not you refuſe to open. 
O that you now would beg for the keyes of D4- 
vid, to be turned in your hearts ! that they might 
not only be open, but ſtand open, that no man 
might ſhut them: but this uſe was proſecuted at 
larg upon the firſt Do&rine,l will therefore wave 
it now... 

Third Uſe is a word of Encouragement to the 
worſt of ſinners, to open to Chriſt, it any man will 
open unto me, 


Firſt Encouragement. Though you be filthy,and z,,, . 2.1 


all inthe gore blood of your pollutions, yet there 
isa fountain opened, for you, for fin, and for un- 
cleanefs to waſh in, (for uncleanels that ſeparates 
from the Camp) Is not this great encouragement 
tohear of cleanſing virtue flowing from Chriſt? 

O but ſays a poor ſoul, I am ſuch an unclean 
wretch, as you think not of, well, the blood of 
Chriſt clcanſeth from all ſin, and unrighteouſneſs 
for all chat. 

2, The Fountain, is open, no bar upon it, it is 
not a Fountain cealed, open to all Travellers, all 
comers. 

3. It is not a ſtream,but a Foumain,here's water 
enough, grace enough to cleanſe. 

2, Encouragement to the vileſt of ſinners, to 
open, he never refuſed any for their vilenels, nor 
received any for their worthineſs. Have not as vile 
as thee found mercy ? what art thou worſe than 
Paul ? who was a Blaſphemer, what worlſe than a 
Blaſphemer ? ( in the Hebr. ) a Blaſphemer (/ as 

0 
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one obſerves )) isfaid ( transfigere nomen Jeho- 
ve) to ſtrike through the name of 7ehovah, yet 
ſuch an one found mercy, an injurious Perſon, a 
contumacious Perſon, es the word ſignifies ) or 
a Railer, what worſe than ſuch an one, nay a 
Perſecutor, ſuch an one as made havock of the 
Church, perſecuted the Church of God, and 
waſted it The word Perſecutor is taken from a 
word ( that ſignifies to purſue ) as a Dog or an 
Hound doth his game, then: Paul was a blood- 
hound,always following his ſcent againſt the poor 
Church, ſee but what a Perſecutor he was. 1. He 
was a Volunteer in it,fome are put upon it, either 
AR. by force, or to curry favour, He delired of them 

»1**[etters. 2. He doth not ſpare either Sex, men or 
Women. 3. He was for binding them, he. puts 
this in his Commiſſion, That he might bring them 
bound. 4. He went ſo far as he ſhut them up in 
Priſon. 5. When they were put to death he gave 
his voice againſt them. 6. Such an one as was at 
the execution of Stephen, They laid down their 

Clothes ata young mans feet called Saul. 7. Nay 
ſuch an one as! compelled them to blaſpheme, 
which till was an higher meaſure of finning; who 
would now have thought but this was a firebrand 
of hell ? Here was one ripe for eternal ruine,and 
yet this ſoul was a veſſel of mercy,a choſen veſſel, 
as he is called, to bear Gods name, this foul ob- 
tained mercy, or was bemercied, ( as the word 
imports ) he was plunged in mercy, asa man ina 
river over head and ears. Well then ſee what 
monument of free grace, Paw was, and art thou 
worle than Pan! ? 
3. Encouragement to poor vile ſinners to open 
to Chriſt, your ſenſe of vilneſs is that which moves 


Chriſt to bowels towards you. O when Ephraiv 
was 


Gal.1. 13» 
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was bemoaning what a wretchhe was, what a vile 
creature, how ſtubborn, how rebellious, how bru- 
tiſh, then God breaks out, My bowels are trou- 
bled for him, &c. Your bemoanings are muſick 
to Chriſt, Lacryme pantentium ( ſays one ) eff 
vnum Angelorum, {ſo we may ſay of the tears of 
poor ſinners, he bottles them up, Are not my tears 
thy bottle? He that hath bottles for your tears, 
bath bowels for your ſouls. 

4+ Encouragement. Chriſts errand from Heaven 
to Earth, was for ſuch: he came not to call the 
righteous, but ſinners, even Pablican ſinners ( for 
that Text ſpeaks of ſuch }) to repentance : And 
ſhall poor ſouls , believe that Chriſt will not 
deliver this errand, and do his errand. 1. His 
Father ſent him , therefore he will do it, 
This is the will of him that ſent me, &c. 
2, It is an errand that he was as willing to, as 
the Father that ſent him 
bored, he was as willing to it, as an Iſraelitiſh ſer- 
vant was to ſtay with his old maſter, who had his 
car bored, ( that isthe Metaphor. ) 

3. It isan errand Angels attended him in, The 


Cherubims looked door to the mercy feat, which Ex,2, 25, 


typedout the Angels attending Chriſt as Media- 22. 
tor ( ſays a learned Expoſitor )they honoured 
Chriſt in ſuch a glorious Embaſſie as being his 
Train and Retinue. 

4 [t is an errand deſigned from all Eternity,that 


the Lord Jeſus Chriſt ſhould have mercy on the x,q,. 


vileſt ſoul, that opens to him. The Eternal purpo- 
ſe of the Father do run out to ſinners in Chriſt ; 
therefore we read of a Council of Peace between 
them both,betwixt God the Father, and Chriſt ; 
This errand and embaſſy was agreed upon, at the 


Council-Table of Heaven from all Eternity. Zeceb, 


5. It 


Mine ear haſt thou P1.40.7,8 


Ils 


[ 92 ] 


5. Itis an errand the Lord took much plea. 


Iſa. 53- ſurein, The pleafyte of the Lord ſhall proſper 


in his hand, &c- Therefore he tells us, This is his 
beloved Son in whom he is well plealcd, 

5- Encouragement, to the vilcſt ſinners to 
open to Chriſt, where and when ſuch have open- 
ed to Chriſt, they have been more than ordinary 
perſons, they have many times out-ſhined otters. 
1. Such many times are great comforters of af- 
flited conſciences, thus Paul, what an eminent 
binder up of bleeding conſciences did he prove? 
A man that hath had the Gout and Stone,can pity 
thole that lie ſick |of thoſe difeales. M. Perkins 
that great binder/up of fouls, we read what he 
was before conver lion, and alſo godly M. Bolton, 
who writ that piece, Cures for af fiitted Conſcier- 


Luk. 7.37» ces. 2. Such prove to out-ſhine others in their 


loveto Chriſt, when they once open, Mary loved 
much , why much was forgiven her, what exprel- 
ſions are here'to ſet out her love. 1. Stood at his 
feet. 2. Behind him, 3. Weeping: 4. Did waſh 
his feet with tears. 5. Wiped them with the 
hair of her head. 6. Kiffed his feet. 7! And 
anointed them with oyl, O what love was here? 
Now who was this Mary? a Woman lays the 
Text, who was a'{inner, a {trimpet, yet when this 
toul opened to Chriſt, what a famous ſoul ſhe 
proves. 3. Such out-ſtrip others many times in 
godly ſorrow, we read in this great inſtance of 
Maries weeping. O when. ſuch take a true 
meaſure'of the dimenhon of their fins, by the un- 
erring rule of the word, they cannot but go out, 
as Peter did, and weep bitterly. Uſually great ſin- 
ners, are great -mourners : Mary was a great (in- 
ner, but yer ſhe was a great mourner. 4. Such 
many times out-ſtrip others in eminent _ 
or 
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for Chriſt, thus Paw, 1 labour more than _=_ all, 


You know weread what dangers and difhculties 
he went through, and all for his teſtimony on the 
behalf of that Jeſus he once perſecuted. 5. They 
many times out-ſtrip others in the diſcoveries of 
the love of God to their ſouls, for as their humi- 
lations are great, ſo are their manifeſtations: he 
that lays his foundation low, it argues he intends 
to build high, ſo when God intends to raiſe high 
in point of comfort,he lays lowin point of caſting 
down. 6. They many times out-ſtrip others in 
perſeverance,they u _y hold on, when they be- 
gin to profeſs, as it was ſaid of that ground that 
had no root,it withered away ; but ſouls that have 
arooted = they root deep,laid in humiliation for 
ſm they often hold out beſt. 


Rev. 3. Ver. 20. 


We have now finiſhed the part which is the 
Counſel of Chriſt, to open to him: we are now. 
come to the ſecond part of the Text which is the 
promiſe, 


1. 1 will come into him, here is Union. 
2. I will ſup with him, here is Communion. 


An alluſion to the marriage Suppers of the 
Jews, Jeſus Chriſt would communicate his love, 
oſuch poor ſouls, &c. 

Obſervation is, * 

That Jeſus Chriſt yhere he enters he ſups, I 
will ſup with him. | 

We muſt inquire what is meant by Chriſts ſup- 
ping with a poor ſoul ? 

1. By Supping is implied Communion, it ng 
Ca- 
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ſeaſon of Communion, when friends are together 
at ſupper, then they have Communion together, 
we read it ſhadowed out to us in the ſupper of 
the Kings Son, when the King came in among 
the gueſts, I will ſup with them, though it be e- 
vening time, with them, ſupper comes up in the 
evening, and I will then come and give up my pre. 5 
fence , and will maintain ſweet communion with 


them. There muſt needs be ſweet communion when . 
Cant. 1, Chriſt fits atthe Table : When the King fits at I , 


12, the Table, the Spikenard gives forth a pleaſant W £ 
fmel}. The King is Chriſt, His fitting at the Ta jg, 
dle is maintaining ſweet communion with his I 
people. The Spikenard is the pany of the W j;.. 
word, which when the King fits at the Table 

his Ordinances, they ſmell ſweetly to poor belie- If 1, 
vers, and alſo to God himfelf, for then he 1wells 2  þ. 
ſweet ſavour of reſtin our Applications to hin, I (; 
as the Spikenard, ary at ſupper did pour upon f 
Chriſt, filled the houſe, ſo doth Chrift fill the 
fouls of his people. If itnow ſhall be asked what 
commumion is this that is ſupper communion with 
{ouls that opento Chriſt ? 

1. It is the Communion of the whole Trinity, 
at the Table, with a poorBeliever. This Text ſpeak 
1 Joh.1:3-it of Chriſt, but alſo we read of the fellowthip, we 
have with the: Father, Truly our fellowſhip, out 
ſociety ( ſo the word alſo fignifies ) is with theF-W 
ther. God the Father, doth not deſpife foci 
with poor ſouls; we alſo read of the fellowſhi 
and Communion of the Holy Ghoſt, O what 
Communion would this be, the Father hath Cod 
munion with us inlove, the Son in grace, the Sp 
rit in the application of thete , therefore we read. 
" of the love of God, ſhed abroad in our hear; 

5 5* through the {pirit,&c. O how comfortable woul;,. 


"- 
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this Communion make your lives. Eating and 
drinking together was the ancient badg of inti- 
G mate fellowthip, therefore thus ſet out by a Sup- 
r. 
- 7 It is a Communion that is founded upon , and 
he grows up out of union, 1. Iwill come,into him,here 
© Il is union, 2. Sup with him,here is Communion; but 
th Y no Union, no Communion, if there be no in-dwel- 
oY ing, there isno diſcovery, which glorious truth 
at If we find ſet out by various Metaphors(in the word) 
nt Bf ſometimes by Head and Members, by Root, and 
[as Branches, by Man, and Wife, all which notes a 
his Communion, grounded upon Union. O then Be- 
lievers look to your Union. 
of 3. It is mutual Communion, fo all the former 
lie Metaphors illuſtrate,ſo is the Communion betwixt 
Is 2 WU head, and members, &c. So here inmy text I will 
iT, i ſup with him, and he with me. 
0 4. It is a ſpiritual Communion betwixt Chrift, 
[the WI 2nd the ſpirits ofhis gueſts, he breathes his ſpirit 
what W upon them and they ſend upthe breathings of that 
with ſpirit back again to him, a Communion of ſpirits, 
their hath becn( with ſome notioniſts )) a great 
talk of Communion with Angels, but this is a cer- 
tain truth, there is a Communion betwixt Chriſt, 
and the ſpirits oſhis people, not a Communion of 
apreſſions nor a Communion of gifts,nor a Com- 
munion of affe&tions only, but of ſpirits. 
M [tis a ſatiſfiing Communion, 1. To Chrift,he 
s ſometimes ſaid to be ſatisfied, as a man that is 
pry, andeats heartily, .is ſatisfied, ſo Chriſt 
"Wvcn hungers after Communion with bis people, 
herefore itis called his ſupping with them, he ſhall 
te the travel of his ſoul, and be ſatisfied. 2. Sa- 
"Wizfying ro Believers Communion with Chrift,ſup- 
"Wing with Chriſt , O how ſatisfying, it is to y 
un- 
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hungry ſoul ! you hunger to ſup with Chriſt, and 
Pſal.36.8, Criſt hungers ty.fup with you, and both parties 

ſhall be ſatisfied , they ſhall abundantly be ſatis. 

ed with the fatneſs of thy houſe, viz. in Commy. 

nion with him. We read of the meck eating, b.t 
Pſal.22+ ſhall they be ſatisfied , yea that they ſhall, ſays 
Hatter Gag. 

6. This Communion with Chriſt, is a Commuy. 
nion thatcauſes burning,and longingof ſoul, after 
more full fruition of his preſence. After the ſoul 
hath once ſupt with Chriſt, it longs to be bidden 
againz if you cnce have taſted, how gracious the 
1 Pet,2, 4. Lord is, you will come unto him, as unto a living 
ſtone: your ſupping,and fitting down with him now, 
is but a prologue to your fitting down with himin 
his Fathers Kingdom, and your fitting down with 
Saints in Communion here, is but to tet forth your 
ſitting down with Abraham, and Iſaac and Jac 
in the Kingdom of God. 

2. In this ſupping with Chriſt, there is not only 
Communion, but alto communication, and 1o the 
word Communion ſometimes ſignifies , noting the 
benefit of Communion, Chriſt at ſupper communi 
Cant.2-3+ catzs to his gueſts, I fate under his ſhadow; here 

was the ſpouſes communion with Chriſt, yea wit 
great delight, and his fruit was ſweet to my talt, 
here is Chriſts communication. 1 . Chriſt at the 
Table communicates his love, theſe communicatt 
on I call his ſupper diſcoveries,as friends diſcover 
their affe&ions, one to another , by bidding them 
eat, and bidding them welcome , ſo doth Chril 
ſay to poor fouls, as the Angel did to the poot 
weary Prophet, Ariſe andeat, he bids themeat, 
O friends or © neighbour; Chriſt ſpeaketh, as at: 
feaſt,chearing up his friends as partakers with hin 


of the graces, and comforts he had communicate 
t 
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the ſpices, he gathered, were firſt of his communi- 
cation, drink abundantly O my Beloved, be drun- 
ken viz. be plentifully filled with loves. We read, 
of the Lords communications, of himſelf ſet forch © 
under the nation of a fqaſt, In this mountain will I 
make a feaſt of fat things, which feaſt holds 
out tous the diſcoveries of his love in the Goſpel, 
the Goſpel is ſet out by all dainties,that poor fouls 
might hunger , and thirſt after them, Come buy © 55+ 7+ 
wine and milk, without mony, without price. 

2, He will not only communicate his love to 
ſuch, as open to him, but he will communicate his 
grace; for communion ſometimes is rendered by 

rticipation, he will then make ſuch partakers of 

is graces. As grace, is exerciſed in ordinances, ſo 
race is beſtowed in them. While the King ſits at Cant1.12 
e Table, the ſpiknard gave fortha pleaſant ſmell. 
Grace isnow exerciſed upon its right objects , he 
by his preſence doth give grace, and draw it 
forth, * 

3. Hewill not only in this ſupper communicate 
his grace,but he will communicate his benefits, His 
fruits were ſweet unto my tat, viz. His benefits 
of his death, and ſuffering. He cals the ſoul at this 
lupper,that his righteouſneſs is his to pardon it,and 
that he died for his remiſhon, We have remiſſion of 
fins _ his blood, Here might 1 bring in all the 
benefits of Chriſt, as ſo many diſhes, that are ſcr- 
ved up to hungry ſoulsat this ſupper. 
 1.Pardon of in, he communicates thisto you at. 
this ſupper, O are not your ſouls hungry for this ! 
when doth he ſeal ſouls, but at theſe ſupper .. 
times ? 14,2+ 7+ 4+ 

2. Reconciliation to God , this is another diſh 
in this ſupper, he communicates to poor ſouls, lets 
them ſee how he hath taken up the controverſie 

Re H betwixt 
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him. 

3- Power againſt (in,this is another benefit, and th 
diſh,which comes in at this ſupper. When he comes h; 
in, he brings power with him. th 

4+. Perleverance, this is another benefit. If he R 
ſup with believers there, they ſhall not mils of ſup- 
ping with him hereafter, &c. This ſupper ftreng- 5 


thens them to perſevere, notwithſtanding all the 
difficulties they meet with in their ways. a 

4. He communicates himfelf, at this ſupper,My | 
fleſh is meat, indeed, and my blood, is drink in- = 5" 
deed, He is the bread that came down from Hea- 
ven. Faith feeds upon Chriſt himſelf, not the pro- I )© 
miſe alone but Chriſt in the promiſe, Chriſt in 
the ordinance , Chriſt in the duty , until we do 
this, we content our ſelves with huskes, and ſhe? 
for Chriſt only is the kernel of every ordinanch 
andCuty, (non tua ſed te) not thine but thee, is the 
believers motto waiting upon God. Whom dol 
deſire on earth in comparilon of thee? 

Firſt Reaſon Why doth Chriſt promiſe to the 
opening ſoul, He will come, and ſup with it ? be- 
cauſe tuch ſouls are hungry for his ſupper, and 
therefore he communicates himſelf to the poor 
louls; therefore we read,have many gracious pro- 
miſes, as the healing waters of the ſanfuary, ru 
to poor hungry ſouls.Canſt thou ſay and ſay truly, 
Thy foul is hunger bitten for Chrift,O poor ſoul all 
things are ready for thee in the promiſe, I may al- ſhal 
lude to that all things are ready, the ſupper is co- IW.. 
ming up all this while,it is prepared for thee in the 
promile,only it is thywork to wait for it,being {ct 
upon the Table, He will fill the hungry with good 
things,nay with goodneſs it ſelf, (ſure that is with 

clf) yea, and he will fill it too , he a 
the 
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the longing ſoul, the deſirous ſoul, ( ſome readit. 
4 | the running ſoul ) O ſee whatan eſpecial care he' 
hath of the hungry in his family ! bleſſed hunger is 


6. is the 
running 


this; bleſſed are they that hunger, and thirſt after ſoul. 


2. Why, Chriſt will ſup with opening ſouls, be- 
” | cauſe he knows his ſupper will be fweet- to ſuch, 
>” | Ohow {weet are the diſcoveries of his love, to a 
poor hungry ſoul 7 his fruits are ſweet to their 
taſts, there is nothing of Chriſt, but it is ſweet to 4 


J gracious ſoul, my Beloved js unto me a bundle of ca44,1.11 
Sj myrrh;myrrh is a bitter thing,and notes affliftions, 
+ | 1 not one afflition but a bundle, yet he ſhall ly 
P<twixt my breaſts all night. The fruits of the 
i; © KodofChriſt are ſweet. Now Chriſt loves to hive 


> 8 of Cyprus, a certain plant,which bringeth- forth a 
1. Wy 'neet ſmelling gum, like unto a flouriſhing vine 
branch, therefore called a cluſter ( ſay ſome ) but 
* I when was this?it was ſo when ,the King was at his | 
% Table with his guefts about him, the Saints are ſaid 
to come about him. Doſt thou find ſweetnels in 
nd Communion with Chriſt in ordinances , which are 
"" the diſhes at Chriſt ſupper;O poor foul Chriſt will 
love to communicate himſelf to thy fool. 
| 3- Chriſt will ſup with opening ſouls , becauſe 
ay hewill have his. gueſts, have forectaſts of their cter- 
): Wral ſupping with him. | LEE 
This ſupper is an emblem of Heaven, when Chriſt 
ſhall ſup with them, and they with him, to all eter- 
ty, and by this ſupper, he cauſeth ſouls to lon 
36,” Scout _ Fr 
or Heaven. If a little be feet here, what wil 
Chriſt be hereafter ? if a taft be ſo ſweet, what will 


D Believers his Gueſts, My beloved is as a cluſter 
? 


moreZ if a drop be {o ſweet, what will the occan 
"\ (Þ*? if the firſt fruits then be ſo ſweet, whar will 
the he whole harveſt be ? if a beam be fo reviving,what 


H 2 then 


Righteouſneſs, for they ſhall be filled. . Mat. 5. 6. 


Eph. 5. 1. 


I Pet, 2, 
10. 


[| too ) 
then will the Sun be ? if a ſtream what then will a 
Fountain be ? | 

4. Chriſt will ſup with opening ſouls becauſe 
they have waited long, and expected his ſupper to 
come up, it may be thou haſt waited all the day, 
until evening, it is now evening, then it will be ſup- 
per time preſently. Inthe evening of thy life comes 
up Chriſts ſupper, he will not fail a poor waiting 
foul. The expeRation of the power ſhall not pe- 
riſh, wait till, poor ſoul, it is all this while ſetting 


UP. 
Application, 


Is it ſo that Chriſt will. come in, and ſup with an 
opening ſoul, then it is fra word of Trial, whe- 
ther touls have opened to Chriſt;or not, that ſouls 
may know what their conditions are, as to their 
eternal eſtates, whether they may plead this, with 
Chriſt, as a promiſe, Lord I have opened unto 
thee, and thy promiſe runs ſo, and ſo, to ſuch poor 
fouls &c, 

1. How is all within ? put that Queſtion to thy 
own foul, ls all alive within * where Chriſt comes 
he brings life with him, he ſpeaks life, the words of 
eternal life are with him,now ſoul know thy ſtate, 
whether dead, or alive God ward, if thou haſt ope- 
ned to Chriſt, thou art made alive, thou art not 
content with a name to live, but thouart really en- 
livened; When Chriſt comes intoa ſoul,he findes all 
dead , You who were dead in finsand trelpaſſes, 
hath he quickned. Thou canſt now ſay as he did, this 
I know, before I was dead, and.now Fam made alive, 
I was blind, but now I ſee.Canyou remember,how 
you qnce lay ( as is ſaid in that caſe ) In time paſt 
you were. no people , but now a people, can you 
remember, 
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remember, how in time paſt you lay rolling, and 
ſinking in the grave of your luſt, and undone con- 
dition ? and you were without any breathings 
after God, any deſire after Chriſt, but Chriſt came, 
and breathed the breath of life into you, and then 
youſtood upfrom the dead, it is a good argument 
you have opened to Chriſt, When the great Prophet 
came, and ſpread himſclf upon the dead Child, it 
opened its eyes, and looked up, ſo when Chriſt 
comes in an ordinance, or ina promile, to ſpread 
himſelf upon a poor ſoul, then his cloſed heart, and 
eyesare open, theſoul now looks up, is nor ſet up- 
on the Table for the dead, but for the living. Chriſts 
gueſts, are all living ſouls. 

2. Is all awake within? it is true, the Church of 
Laodicea was rather aſleep, thandead ( to one 
takes the Text) I ſtand at the door and 
knock, viz. by my exhortations that thou may 
be awakened and ſtirred up with my gracious calls, 
and knocks, well ſoul is all awake within ? 
Then thou haſt opened, for Chriſt in the ſoul 
keeps us from ſleeping. 1. As he enlightens it. Light 
will hinder ſleep, 2. As he excites, he will not let 
the ſoul alone, always jogging of it, pulling of it, 
moving it. 

3. Hathall been troubled within? It is ſaid when 


the ſtrong man armed keeps the pallace, his Goods ye, ; x, 
arein peace, but when Chriſt comes, he makes an 3. 


invaſion, now all is in a hurry, and con{uſion, for 
the prefent in an invaſion, thus it is with thy foul, 
(an uproar, or tumult in Fer«ſalew where Chrift 
was born ) come, come poor ſoul, thy troubles 
ſpeak Chriſt within, Satan would not- be ſo buſy 
eſe about thee. 

2. If thou haſt opened to Chriſt, Chriſt is become 
precious to thy ſoul. He is precious to luch as 


H 3 believe 


Pet.1.2.7 
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believe. I told you believing is opening , and Petey 


xels us to tuch is he precious ( or honourable ) is 
the Lord Jeſus ſo to thee? 1s he ſo in his promile;? 
in his titles,in his worſhip,in his Saints, in his offices, 
in his graces? are not his ointments ſavoury, and 
precious to thy ſqul ? if thou canſt account him as 
a Pearl of Price,thou haſt opened to him. 

3. Ifthoo haſt! opened unto Chriſt , thou haſt 
then received whole Chriſt ? receiving Chriſt, and 
opening to him are the ſame, As ye have reccived 


Cal, 2. 6- the Lord Jeſus Chriſt ſo walk you in him, here is 


x1 Kings 


19. 12-13 


Chriſt in all his offices, 1. Prophetical office. Haſt 
thou put thy ſoul under the Teachings of the great 
Prophet ? 2. As a Prieſt, to intercede,and offer uy 
thy tacrifices for thee. 3.For thy Lord to Rule, 
and King it over thy corruptions, as the King «f 
Glory haſt thou opened to him ? 
4-.1f thou haſt opened unto Chriſt,thou haſt heard 
his voice? If any man hear my voice,and open unto 
' me. Hearing his voice was before opening. Can- 
not you remember you ' heard a ſtill and {mal 
voice in a promiſe ? which made you do as the 
Prophet did, when he wrapt bis face in a mantle. 
Haſt thou gone home from an Ordinance , and 
wrapt thy grace in a mantle, and mourned before 
the Lord ?:and faid how is it Lord , Thou ſhouldl 


Jþo.6, 45. Panifeſt thy ſelf to me , and not the reſt of the 


world ? Every one 'that hath heard of the Fz 
ther comes unto me ( viz. ) opens unto me. You 
hear and hear but you do not hear of the Father, 
you hear of Miniſters but not of the Father, 

- 5- Ifthou haſt opened unto Chriſt, then thou 
art a mourning ſoul for his preſence ; Thus did 
the Spouſe when Chriſt had withdrawn himlelh, 
ſhe could not live without him, therefore inquires 
every where, in the broad ftreets, publique ord- 
PETR ot BE on Nances 
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dinances, and in the narrow lane of more re- 


tired meetings. Alas there are many ſouls thar 
can't tell, when Chriſt is preſent, and when ab- 
ſent, ſurely ſuch never opened to Chriſt. 

6. If thou haſt opened to Chriſt, thou wilt not 
beat reſt, till thou haſt found him aſter with- 
drawment.I charg you O Daughters of Feruſalem, 
cell him I am fick of love, I am wounded with 
love ( ſoſome read it )To be wounded with love, 
i5to open to Chriſt, and O the wounded ſoul runs 
up and down , faw you whom my ſoul loves , 
_ but the obje& can ſatisfy the love-fick 
foul. 

7. If thou haft poorſoul opened to Chriſt,thou 
delireft to open more, thou defireſt more room 
may be made in thy heart for Chriſt, when thou 
ſhaltenlarge my heart &c: Open thy mouth wide, 
this iS widening of the heart for more of Chriſt. 


Alittle would have more,if you have taſted how 1 Pet,2-3. 


gracious the Lord is, then you would come un- 
to him,as,unto a living ſtone. Though nature (we 
fay )be ſatisfied with a little,yet graceisnot. How 
could a foul deſire more of Chriſt , if it had not 
opened unto him at all. There can be no deliring 
aſter an unknown good, the opening of the ſoul, 
conſiſts much in deſires. 

Second Uſe. Isit fo that Chriſt will ſup with all 
opening ſouls, then it is a word of Information, it 
informs us then, of the miſery that refuſing to 
open to Chriſt brings upon poor ſouls. Was not 
that a ſad word to thoſe poor ſouls, who were in- 


vited, but refuſed to come ? and the Maſter of _ [4 
the ſeaſt was angry, and ſaid, Go quickly into © * 


the ſtreets, not only in broad ſtreets, but lanes of 
the City, why who lives there ? The poor, the 
blind; O the poor dark lanes and allies, hewill 

H 4 have 
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have them ſought out, and what becomes of the 
invited gueſts / Oſad they ſhall not taſte of my 
{upper, might they ſay, Lord let us have a taſte, 
if not ſo much asothers, yet Lord a taſt, O no! 
not taſte of it, this is wrath to the height, alzs 
poor fouls they made light of it,O poor ſouls,you 
will be as miſerable beggars nctuted from this 

reat ſupper, you your {elves thruſt out. An al- 
uſion to Beggars that ſtand without, where ſome 
orcat marriage ſupper is ſerved up. 

1. Youhave no right to his ſupper here. We 
read of lome who had no right to cat,which ſerve 
at the Law and Tabernacle, then all may not cat; 
The Paſchal Lamb was to be eaten with bitter 
herbs, you that never eat fowr hcrbs, never lupt 
with Chriſt. Chriſt brings ſweet meats at laſt, 
but he brings bitter herbs at firſt, you that are 
all for the ſweet meats of ſin, you have no right 
to eat of the yangelical Paſchal Lamb. 

2. You haveno right to the ſupper in Glory 
kereafte . Do you think he will have room for 
ſuch gueſts as you? You read of a gueſt that had 
not on the wedding Garment, and was caſt out, 
tuch will becaft out hcre,and kept out hereaftcr, 

Third Uſe. Is it fo that Jeſus Chriſt will {up 
with all opening ſouls, then it is a word of E-- 
hortation. 1. Then get Appetites, if Chriſt wil 
{up with you, (we read of ſome) that were in 
vited to the ſupper, but they had no Appetites, 
what was the matter ? one went to his Farm, the 
Worlddid choke their Appetites,as men ina fur- 
feit have a loathing of food, they had got a de- 
iperate {urſeit, and they now had no ſtomach to 
their food, O then hunger after Chriſts Supper. 

2. Wait for Chriſts Supper coming up, thougi 


it doth not at preſent come up, O poor ſoul, be 
not 
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not fretfully impatient, and fling away, and ſay 

with him, why ſhould I wait upon the Lord any 

e, | longer ? A poor neceſſitous Beggar will tarry 

>! | until the alms come, and be glad of it then too, 

-« 1. It will come up, when he thinks beſt. It is his 

5 Y own ſupper, and therefore let him take his own 

is | time 2. It ſhall come up when you needit moſt, 

1]. B © then it will be moſt welcome ! 

ng 3. Then be ready for Chriſts ſupper. We read | 
of the marriage of the Lamb, and. his wife hath Rev.1947. 

/e B made herſelf ready, now her readineſs it was ©: 

ve | granted to her, to be clothed in white, ( viz. ) 

it; M The righteouſneſs of Chriſt, upon the back of 

er I thy foul, is thy readineſs for Chrifts ſupper. We 

pt W read of going into the marriage ſupper, and none 

t, W went in with him , but ſuch as were ready. When 

re © one goes to ſupper to a friends houſe, they will 

ht MM not go unready. 

4- If Chriſt will ſup with poor opening ſouls, 

ry I then content not your ſelves with being among 

or W the gueſts, and ſitting at- the Lords Table, with- 

ad MW out fecing the King at it. I am afraid many fit at 

it, WM the Table, that do not enjoy the Kingspreſence, 

. 8 andthey may ſay, to your own fouls, as he did, | 

up W What doth all this avail me ? fo long as I ſee not IN 

'c- the Kings preſence. What is the reaſon they | 

ill MW profit not by Ordinances * Ordinances do not 

n- MW perfume their ſouls? do not ſweeten them, the 

es, MW King is not at the Table. 

he 5. Is it ſo that the Lord Jeſus will ſup with 

r- © opening ſouls? then believe it, and expect it. O 

le- BY plead this blefſed promiſe, let it ſtay thy heart, 

to © when ready to faint,ftill hold this concluſion. Thar 

. | Chriſts ſupper will come up, ſooner or later. The 

oh ©} miſery of. fouls: is they are fit to conclude it will 

never.come up but.becauſe it doth not come up - 

when they. would have it. 


Mat, 25. 
10. 
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O But ſays a poorſoul , why doth the Lord 
defer folong ? If he intend to ſup with me, I have 
waited in ordinances, ſo long, and fo long, and 
yet he doth nat communicate his love to my poor 
foul ? 

1. Chriſt is late with his ſapper, that poor 
ſouls might be ledintothat excellent myſtery of 
living by faith, that 'they might live'a life of de- 
pendance upon Chriſt for all his communications, 
Children would always fit down at the Table with 
their Father, but if you did ſo, there would not 
be that excellent uſe for faith, that is right noble 
faith, to believe for a mercy, in the want of it, 
Bleſſed is he that believes and ſees nor. 

2. Chriſt defers his 'ſupper, that all his Gueſts 
may have the better appetites, he loves to ſee his 
Gueſts feed,car, and drink abundantly, as Laban: 
delay did enflame Facobs affetion to Rachel, {9 
doth Chrift delay to ſup with poor ſouls, it cauſes 
there appetites to grow ſtronger afrer himielf,and 
the communications of his love. 

3. Chriſt defers his Supper, that he might hide 
pride from them, he loves to have all his Gueſts 
ſit low, this is Chriſts Rule, when thou art bidden, 
fit in the loweſt room &c. Then it ſhall be honour 
to thee, to aſcend higher, alas, if Chriſt ſupper 
{ſhould come up ſoon, we ſhould grow wanton, 
and proud, we ſhould be exalted above meaſure. 
as Manna had a wormin it,if it was kept too long 
ſo may this hidden Manna through our corrupti- 
on, if it be enjoyed too ſoon. 

4. Chriſt defers his ſupper, that he may exer- 
ciſe the patience of his Gueſts, to ſee how they 
will carry it , for he is greatly in love with the 
exerciſe of grace, he loves a waiting frame of ſpi- 
rit, and it may be faid in Temptations , and 
2lertions 
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deſertions, as well as Perſecutions, Here is the 
Faith and Patience ofthe Saints, Then Faith ap- 
pears to be Faith, for it is the evidence of things 
r not ſeen. FR OLIN | | | 
5- Chriſt defers his Supper, that they may prize 
r | it more, and keep the taſte of it longer, we read 
f | of 7ob prizing the word above his appointed food. 
- || © thelonger it is a coming up, the more you 
5 | prizeitwhen it comes, when God hath kept a 
hn © mercy a long time from a poor ſoul, then the ſoul 
t | grows more and more in lovewith it, under the 
e | wantofit, and alfo this is the way to keep the 
. B taſte of it upon your foul. You will after ſo ma- 
ny Prayers, and ſo many Tears, truly you will 
ts WW never loſe the taſte of it, the longer it was before 
is W you obtained it, the faſter will you hold it, ſo 
1: W did the Spouſe by Chriſt. 
o WW Fourth Uſe. Is it{o that the Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
s WW willſup with all opening ſouls? then it is of Cau- 
d WW tion. 1. Take heed you gonot any way before it 
come up, that you be not weary of waiting for it. 
ce I A poorſoul may wait till a mercy bejuſt ready to 
5 I come, and then give over, this is fad. Thus did 
1, MW Saul for Samuel. Thus in publick cafes I will wait 
ir WF vpon the Lord until he ariſe and have mercy up- 
r WW on Zorn, waitfor the great ſupper at Chriſts Ex- 
n, I altation, Gather your felves together to the ſup- 
e. iy per of the great God, and ſee the cheer, and en- 
s MF tertainment of that ſupper, then will that word 
i 


of the Lord be ſulfilled, 4nd they ſhall go forth a. 66.15. 


and look upon the carcaſes of the men that have 
'- WW tranſpreſſed againff me; You may loſe your 
y I ſhare in this ſupper, and truly it will be blefſed 
ec If fittingat this Table 
ji- Fifth Uſe, is a word of Comfort to poor open- 
ing ſouls, if Chriſt will ſup with ſuch, then it is of 
great comfort. 1.There 


-— 
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1- There is comfort in this, the food at the 
ſupper is unperiſhable food. Labour after meat 
thatnever periſhes, but endures to everlaſting 
life. This food you will in the ſtrength of it not 
only go to mount Horeb, but to mount Z:on. He 
that eats of the bread that came down from Hea- 
ven, ſhall never die. This ſupper is the ſealing 
ſupper to eternal life and glory, O then poor ſoul 
rEjoyce in this ſupper. 

2. There is comfort in this ſupper, Chriſt doth 
notſtand upon his points with his gueſts. You ſee 
who they were that were called in, ſuch as werein 
the High-ways. -1, Either Beggars- which haunt 
the High-ways. 2, Deſperate ſinners, poor Gen- 
tiles that were by the High-ways, High-way {in- 
ners, O who would think Chriſt would fit at the 
Table with ſuch, as theſe poor Laodiceans. We 
have ane xcellent piece of Hiſtory, to which [ 
may allude in this caſe, Mephiboſheth a poor lame 
man, O ſays David, he ſhall eat at my Table 
continually, O how did this take him. So faith 
Chrift to poor lame ſinners, they ſhall eat at my 
Table, What fuch Dogs at the Table ? O what 
condeſcenſion is this in the King ? It is ſtoried of 
one King, that when his Dogs were wounded, 
would fit down and drels the wounds himlelt, we 
arethe Dogs, Chriſt theKing, our wounds arc 
our fins, his blood is the ſalve by which he heals 
them. - 

3. Thereis comfort in this ſupper, all the ene- 
mies in the world cannot mar or hinder this feaſt, 
none here can take it away. This is the joy that 
the Lord Jeſus gives that no man can take away, 
Chriſt will ſtill tup with his People, he can ſup 
with hisin Priſon, in Poverty, in a Dungeon, 1n 
Baniſhment, in the ſecret Places of the Stairs, he 
came 
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came andſupt with Paul and Sil, they could 


not have been ſo merry elſe, They ſung in the 
ſocks, Qc. 

4. There is comfort in this ſupper, it will 
ſtrengthen you againſt all Temptations. When 
Chriſt feaſts with a ſoul, he lays in againft Tem- 
ptations, Thus he gave Paul a glorious treatment 
before he had hismeſſenger of Satan,to buffethins. 
Uſually Temptations are near when we have been 
at ſupper with Chriſt, Satan envies you the hap- 
pinels of _ at Chriſts Table, and therefore 
he labours to cloud all with an after Diſh of his 
own preparing, Q this a ſtrengthning ſupper? 

5. There is comfort in this ſupper,you will have 
comfortable conference at the Table. The Table- 
diſcourſe of Chriſt , muſt needs be ſweet diſ- 
courſe , his ( menſalia collogura ) are worthy of 
recording in the regiſter of your experiences. He 
isnot filent at the Table, whar if one be filent at 
his Table, his words cauſe them that are aſleep 
to ſpeak. 'A poor dull ſleepy foul, he will open 
its mouth, by his ſweet diſcourſes. If itholdtrue 
Minifterially much more of Chriſt, Chriſts Table 
talk hath refreſhed many a ſoul. 

6. There is comfort in ſupping with Chriſt, you 
have honourable attendance , Angels themſelves 
attend the Table, Theſe glorious Courtiers al- 
ways attend the King. Where the King is,there is 
the Court . They are Miniſtring Spirits, to the 
heirs of ſalvation, They are Servitors to Saints. 

A Word of Diretton, Would you be at ſupper 
with Chriſt, and fit at his Table? 

I. Then get on the wedding Garment He that 
had not on the wedting Garment, was not fuf- 
fered to.continue with the Gueſts, after the King 
camein. When the Prodigal came home m—_ _ 

0 
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Calf, &c. You muſt not think inthe Rags of your 
own righteouſneſs to fit at Chriſts Table. The 
Phariſees were not his Gueſts but the Poor Pu. 
licans.. , . b_ 

. 2. Would you ſup with Chriſt? Othes[z- 
bour after more love to Chriſts perſon , riot only 
to his benefits, which we have, but Chriſts per- 
fon: Freinds that love will be ſupping together 
1lometimes... - | 

3. Wovld you ſup with Chrift ? then get int 
Communion with Saints. Where doth Chriſt feaſt, 
but in the mountain ? In this mountain will [ 
make a feaſt of fat things, get into the Lords 
houſe. His Churches are his Bancviring houſe; 
his wine cellar, where he gives his loves, though 

' it is true Chriſt, may ſup and will fup with gra 
cious ſouls, yet you may miſs much of the com- 
fort of his ſupper, by not getting into his Fami- 
Iy incloſer Communion, there are many pro- 
miſes made to this ſtation, and many ſouls have 

. not taſted of that hidden Manna of afſurance, un 
till they have come into the Communion of the 
People of God, | 

4+ Would you ſup with Chrift ? let not your 
Deſires after comfort hinder your purſuit after 
holineſs, He that hath my Commandaments, and 
Keepeth them; I will love him and will ſup witi 
him, which is agreat piece of Chriſts ſupper. 

5- Would you fup with Chriſt ? then make 
ſure of opening to him , If any man open unto 
me, Can you expett he will ſup with you when 
your hearts are bolted and ſhut againſt him? After 
cloſing with Chriſt comes ſupping with Chriſt. 


Alte 


Robe, wasputupon him, and-then came up the 
feaſt. There we read of the cheer of the fatted 
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Another Uſe is this,hath Chriſt ſupt with any 
ofyour ſouls, O then bleſs, the Lord ! live in the 


ed Return of thanks, ſhew not your {elves unkind, 


have you fit atthe Table with Chriſt * O now 
then Learnduty from hence. 


1. Be much in Bleſſing him. 

2. Admire his condeſcention as Mephiboſherh 
1 did Davids , Is thy ſervanta dead dog ? how is it 
* Lord, thou ſhould manifeſt thy ſelf to me, and 
not to the reſt of the world F 

3. Live anſwerably to your ſupper-priviledges 
of Communion and Communication. 

4- Walk humbly with God , be not proud of 
your fitting at the Table with the King. 

5-lmprove your Taſts of Chriſt ſupper againſt 
Satans Temptations, tell Satan yow know, what it 
isto taſtof —_— {upper, and therefore you will 
0 on in your Pilgrimage , rejoycing untill you 
ometo a down .- his Table i» the Ringln of 


lory. : 


